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REPUBLIC OF KENYA

NYANDARUA COUNTY ASSEMBLY
3RD ASSEMBLY — 3RD SESSION

OFFICIAL REPORT

Tuesday, 30" April 2024

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chambers at 9.30 am.
(The Deputy Speaker, Hon. Chege Gathirimu, in the Chair)

PRAYER
QUORUM CALL AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SITTING

Speaker: Hon. Members, welcome to today’s, Tuesday, the 30" April 2024 sitting.
Clerk, please confirm that we have the requisite quorum to transact today's business.

(There was quorum as confirmed by the Clerk- at the table)
Quorum having been confirmed, we proceed with the business of the day. First order.
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR
PAPER(S)
NOTICE PAPER

Speaker: Let us have the Majority Leader take us through the Notice Paper.
Hon. Mwangi Nyagah: Thank you, Mr Speaker, the notice paper is as follows;

THE NOTICE PAPER
30™ APRIL 2024
DATE/TIME BUSINESS SPONSOR

Communication from the Chair

Messages
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DATE/TIME BUSINESS SPONSOR
Petitions
Papers
1. Report of the Committee on Public Works, | Hon. Simon Mbogo Mburu,
Roads, Transport, Housing and Energy on the | (Chairperson, Committee on
Senator’s Address issued on 16™ April 2024 | Public Works, Roads, Transport,
Housing and Energy)

2. Report of the Committee on Education,
Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and Social
Services on the Senator’s Address issued on
16" April 2024(Deliberation)

3. Report of the Committee on Health Services
on the Senator’s Address issued on 16 April
2024

Hon. Peter Gathungu Kamau,
(Chairperson, Committee on
Education, Children, Gender
Affairs, Culture and Social
Services)

Hon. Paul Ngeche Wambaire
(Chairperson — Committee on
Health Services)

Notices of motion

Statements

Motions and Bills

1. Report of the Committee on Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries on the Budget
Implementation for the Financial Year
2022/2023 (Resumption of Business)

2. Motion on the Report of the Committee on
Public Works, Roads, Transport, Housing and
Energy on the Senator’s Address issued on
161 April 2024

3. Motion on the Report of the Committee on
Health Services on the Senator’s Address
issued on 16™ April 2024

Communication from the Chair

Hon. Paul Kiruka Mburu
(Chairperson, Committee on
Agriculture,  Livestock  and
Fisheries)

Hon. Simon Mbogo Mburu,
(Chairperson, Committee on
Public Works, Roads, Transport,
Housing and Energy)

Hon. Paul Ngeche Wambaire
(Chairperson — Committee on
Health Services)

Papers
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DATE/TIME BUSINESS SPONSOR
1. Report of the Committee on Agriculture, Hon.  Paul  Kiruka  Mburu
Livestock and Fisheries on the Senator’s |(Chairperson, = Committee  on
Address issued on 16 April 2024 Agriculture, Livestock and
Fisheries)
Notices of Motions
Statements
1. Response to the statement sought by Hon. [Hon.  Joseph ~ Kuria  Thuo
Stephen Muriithi Matimu on the status of [(Chairperson, Committee of Youth
implementation of Governor’s Tournament |[Empowerment, Sports and the
Arts)
Motions and Bills
1. Motion on the Report of the Committee on [Hon.  Paul  Kiruka  Mburu
Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries on the |(Chairperson, = Committee  on
Senator’s Address issued on 16™ April 2024 |Agriculture, Livestock and
2. That the thanks of the Assembly be recorded |Fisheries)
for the exposition of public policy as
contained in the Address by the Senator
Hon. Elijah Mwangi Nyaga

(Leader of the Majority Party)

| hereby table the notice paper.

Speaker: Very well, the Notice paper is duly laid. Clerk next order.

2. REPORT ON PUBLIC WORKS, ROADS, TRANSPORT, HOUSING AND ENERGY ON PUBLIC

POLICY

Speaker: Very well. Hon Mbogo Mburu, the chairperson of the committee of Public
Works, Roads, Transport and Energy. Welcome.

(Silence)

(Hon Mbogo Mburu never rose on his feet)

Any delegation to the order just read out by the Clerk?

(Consultations)

(Hon. Beth Wahito rose on her feet)

Hon. Beth Wahito: Mr Speaker Sir, | beg to table the report on Public Works, Roads,
Transport, Housing and Energy on Public Policy Exposition in the Senators Address to the

Assembly.

Speaker: Order, Hon Wahito, you should table the report at the Dispatch Box.

(Hon. Beth Wahito approached the Dispatch Box)
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Hon. Beth Wahito: Thank you, Mr Speaker, | beg to table the report on Public Works,
Roads, Transport, Housing and Energy on Public Policy Exposition in the Senators Address to
the Assembly given on 16 April 2024. And I table.

Speaker: The paper is duly tabled. The House Business Committee has given directions
on how the same shall be processed.

Next order.

2. REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, CHILDREN, GENDER AFFAIRS,
CULTURE AND SOCIAL SERVICES ON THE SENATOR’S ADDRESS ISSUED ON 16™ APRIL 2024

Yes, Chairperson of the Committee on Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture
and Social Services, Hon. Gathungu Kamau.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. | beg to table the 10" Report of
the Committee on Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and Social Services on the
Senator’s Address issued on 16" April 2024,

Speaker: The Paper is duly tabled, and since the same has no recommendations, | direct
the Chairperson to inform the Members of the content of the report.

(Hon. Lucy Kithinji rose on a point of order)
(Hon. Gathungu Kamau exited the Chamber)

What is it, Hon. Lucy Kithinji?

Hon. Lucy Kithinji: Mr Speaker, it is unfortunate that Hon. Gathungu Kamau was not
dressed in a parliamentary manner. | guess he smelled a rat and decided to walk away.

Speaker: He was out of order, and it is good that he noticed it and walked out. | hope
he gets in order as he comes back.

Any Member of the Committee on Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and
Social Services to give an overview of the committee’s report?

(Hon. Paul Ngeche rose on a point of order)

What is it, Hon. Paul Ngeche?

Hon. Paul Ngeche: Mr Speaker, you have just asked for the presentation of an
overview of the report at hand, but you have not asked this of the Roads, Transport, Energy
and Public Works Committee.

Speaker: Hon. Paul Ngeche, the clarification | want to give is that the report by the
Roads, Transport, Energy and Public Works Committee has recommendations, so a Motion
will be moved on it. However, the report by the Committee on Education, Children, Gender
Affairs, Culture and Social Services has no recommendations and, therefore, | direct that it be
debated under ‘Statements’. That is quite in order.

Next order.

3. REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH SERVICES ON THE SENATOR’S ADDRESS
ISSUED ON 16™ APRIL 2024

Speaker: Yes, Chairperson of the Committee on Health Services, Hon. Paul Ngeche.
Hon. Paul Ngeche: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | beg to table the Report of the Committee
on Health Services on the Senator’s Address issued on 16" April 2024.
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Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: The Paper is duly tabled. As | have communicated on the report by the
Committee on Roads, Transport, Energy and Public Works, the report by the Committee on
Health Services has recommendations, so it will be debated under ‘Motions’.

Next order.

STATEMENT(S)

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, CHILDREN, GENDER AFFAIRS, CULTURE
AND SOCIAL SERVICES ON THE SENATOR’S ADDRESS ISSUED ON 16™ APRIL 2024

(Hon. Mary Kabiru rose on behalf of Hon. Gathungu Kamau)

Speaker: Yes, Majority Whip, Hon. Mary Kabiru.

Hon. Mary Kabiru: Thank you, Mr Speaker. On Tuesday,16" April 2024 during the
2:30 pm sitting, the Nyandarua County Senator, Hon. John Methu, gave a State of the County
Address. Consequently, on 17" April 2014, the leader of the Majority Party, Hon. Elijah
Mwangi Nyaga tabled the Senator’s speech in this Honourable House.

On 17" April 2014 at 2:30 pm, the Honourable Speaker gave directions on the
consideration of the speech by the Senator Hon. John Methu. In his direction he directed that
the following Committees should consider the speech and table a report within the next seven
sittings of the House. The committees include:

Budget and Appropriation;

Public works, Roads, Transport, Housing and Energy;

Water, Environment, Climate Change and Natural Resources;
Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries;

County Public Accounts and Investment; and

Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and Social Services.

ocoarwnE

Hon. Speaker, the committee made the following observation:

That Hon. John Methu, the Nyandarua County Senator registered his gratitude to the House
and by extension to the Committee on Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and Social
Services for enacting the Nyandarua County Alcoholic Drinks Control Act,2024.

In his speech he stated the following;” my gratitude goes to this Assembly Hon. Speaker
for enacting the Nyandarua County Alcoholic Drinks Act,2023. Alcoholism and substance
abuse is a disease that affects our productive population, our household’s stability and threatens
the moral fabric of our communities. As the duly elected Senator of this great County of
Nyandarua and a young leader, | fully support these efforts being spearheaded by the Deputy
President H.E Rigathi Gachagua, in the fight against substance and illicit brews”.

Hon. Speaker, the committee commits to ensure that the County does implement the
above statute to the letter. The committee acknowledges that the County Department on
Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and Social Services is in the process of recruiting
the members of the;

a) County Alcoholic Drinks and management Committee, Section 4 (1) of the
Nyandarua County Alcoholic Drinks Control Act,2024.

b) Sub county alcoholic drinks regulations committee as espoused by Section 6(3) of
the afore mentioned Act.
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Hon. Speaker, the department placed an advertisement on 8™ February 2024, inviting
people to apply for the positions espoused by Section 4 (3i and j) and 6 (3, e and f) of the
Nyandarua County Alcoholic Drinks Act 2024.The application were to be received in the office
of the CECM on 23" February 2024 by close of business. The Committee is cognizant that the
department is in the process of interviewing the shortlisted candidates. The exercise was
scheduled to commence on Monday the 22" day of April 2024

The Committee also acknowledges that the department has made the draft regulations
on licensing. On 23" February 2024, the Committee conducted a public participation on
licensing regulations at Constituency Development Fund Hall at Ol-Kalou.

The Department has also invited the Committee on County Delegated Legislations for
a pre-publication scrutiny on the foretasted regulations.

In the view of the above the Committee makes the following recommendation:

That a vote of the Assembly’s thanks be recorded for the Honourable Senator’s address
to the Assembly on the 16" April 2024.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir.

Speaker: The report is duly given. If any Member has an input on the report, you are
welcome.

Yes, Hon. Stephen Mureithi.

Hon. Stephen Mureithi: Mr Speaker, the reason you are seeing that most of the
Members are silent and, thus, not responding is because they cannot access the document at
hand on their tablets. So, | request, Mr Speaker, that you allow the Members two or three
minutes to access the document for them to debate it.

Speaker: Hon. Stephen Mureithi, the same has been noted and the Clerkship is working
on the system to have the report posted.

(The Clerk-at-the-Table consulted with the Speaker)

Hon. Members, | am informed that the report is on your tablets, and, therefore, you can
refresh the gadgets to access the report. In the meantime, the Member for Njabini/Kiburu and
Commissioner, Hon. James Gachomba, proceed.

Hon. James Gachomba: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | rise to support the report by the
Committee on Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and Social Services on exposition
of public policy contained in the Senator’s address to the Assembly made on 16™ April 2024.
Mr Speaker, | rise to support that the report has, actually, emphasized how...

(Inaudible)

So, Mr Speaker, | want to appeal to the County Government to come in handy and come
very fast to save this nation, which has not happened for the last five years or so.

Mr Speaker, you know this alcohol industry is one of the areas where the County
Government can reap more in terms of revenue. The board should be put in place to make sure
that those committees are in place to vet all those business premises. They should come in
handy and ensure that the County collects even more. In our budget estimates, we have been
losing more than Kshs.100 million in revenue in every financial year in those liquor licenses
and other products.

Mr Speaker, it is my hope that the Committee on Education that has spearheaded the
Alcoholic Drinks Control Act, 2023 will be able to follow up on this matter so that this County
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and our people are protected from those illegal drinks and drugs that are within our precincts.
This way, we will be able to have a good and productive population economically.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Very well. Hon. Stephen Matimu, proceed.

Hon. Stephen Muriithi: Thank you very much, Mr Speaker, Sir. | would wish to take
this earliest opportunity to really thank the Committee of which | am a Member for the report
that they have come up with. I would like it to go on record that I humbly request that the CPSB
works with speed to ensure that the members of the public required to fill the county and sub-
committees are interviewed and brought to this House for the Committee to approve them.

Again, I would really wish that the County Government, and especially the department
that | sit, that we have a committee in place that we should not allow wines and spirits
businesses to mushroom in various areas until such a time that we shall be giving licenses to
those that will be operating the businesses legally.

Mr Speaker, I don’t have much. I just want to thank the Committee Members for having
sat and deliberated on the Senator’s Address.

Thank you, very much.

Speaker: Thank you. Clerk, next order.

MOTION(S)

1. BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION IN THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR THE
FINANCIAL YEAR 2022/2023

Yes, Hon. Peter Thinji Kiriga on behalf of Hon. Paul Kiruka Mburu, the Chairperson,
Committee on Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries.

Hon. Thinji Kiriga: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. I am standing in for my Chairman,
Hon. Kiruka Mburu and the Committee to present to this House the report of the Committee
on Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries on the Budget Implementation for the Financial Year
2022/2023. It was compiled in March this year.

Mr Speaker, the Committee on Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries Development is
one of the sectoral committees with a very critical role in our County. We appreciate the Hon.
Members for diligently executing their mandate of representation and oversight.

I also wish to thank the Offices of the Speaker and the Clerk for facilitating the
committee and offering the relevant technical expertise, through the secretariat, in pursuing its
principal mandate.

I extend my appreciation to the members of the Committee for their commitment and
believe that we shall continue to expedite our mandate with diligence and goodwill for the
benefit of all our electorates.

Finally, Mr Speaker, Sir, it is my pleasure and duty, on behalf of the Committee to
present this report.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Committee on Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries Development
is one of the Sectoral Committees established under Standing Order No. 200 of the Nyandarua
County Standing Orders.

The mandate and functions of the committee include to:

a) Investigate, inquire into, and report on all matters relating to the mandate,
management, activities, administration, operations and estimates of the assigned
departments;

b) Study the program and policy objectives of departments and the effectiveness
of the implementation;

c) Study and review all county legislation referred to it;
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d) Study, assess, and analyse the relative success of the departments as measured
by the results obtained as compared with its stated objectives;
e) Investigate and inquire into all matters relating to the assigned departments as
they may deem necessary, and as may be referred to them by the Assembly;
f) Vet and report on all appointments where the Constitution or any law requires
the Assembly to approve; and
g) Make reports and recommendations to the Assembly as often as possible,
including recommendations of proposed legislation.
Further, the committee’s subject area as stipulated in the first schedule of the Standing
Orders; and borrowed from the fourth schedule of the Constitution of Kenya and the County
Government Act 2012, includes:

All matters related to agriculture, including crop and animal husbandry,

veterinary services (excluding regulation of the profession), livestock sale

yards, county abattoirs, plant, and animal disease control and welfare, including

licensing of dogs and facilities for the accommodation and care of animals.
The committee comprises the following members:

1. Hon. Paul Kiruka Mburu - Chairperson

2. Hon. Milka Nyambura Mwangi - Vice Chairperson
3. Hon. Samuel Wainana Mathu - Member

4. Hon. Cathryn Nyawira Mathenge - Member

5. Hon. Benson Kiarie Njoki - Member

6. Hon. Peter Thinji Kiriga - Member

7. Hon. Reuben Gitau Karanja - Member

8. Hon. Sasha Sarah Ngima Wamae - Member

9. Hon. Carolyn Wangu Njarara - Member

Secretariat
1. Ms Alice N. Kimani - Committee Clerk

Terms of Reference

Mr Speaker, the committee, with the intention of fulfilling its oversight mandate, set out
its terms of reference as follows:

1. To examine the expenditure report of the Department of Agriculture, Livestock

and Fisheries.

2. To compile a report for adoption by the House.

Mr Speaker, the committee held several meetings to deliberate on this matter. During
its meetings, the committee resolved to write to the Department seeking information on the
implementation of the budget for the FY 2022/23 which included the following particulars:

1. The project names and approved budget.

2. The specific location of the projects.

3. A summary of the project specification,

4. Date of procurement, the LSO/LPO Number, and the name of contractor/supplier.

5. The expected date of commencement of the projects and their completion.

6. The milestones achieved for FY 2022/23.

This information was sought via letter REF NCA/CLRK/11/CEC AGR/17/23 dated 3™
August 2023. The response was received vide letter REF NYA/ALF/ADM/8 dated 9" August,
2023.
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The committee then considered the response and made some findings and observations.
Mr. Speaker, the funds allocated to the department were expended as shown in that table. I will
not go through it. I will go to the summary of the mile stoned achieved.

Summary of Milestones Achieved in FY 2022/23

Mr. Speaker, the department achieved the following key milestones during the

period under consideration:

1.

2.

Procured 3275 - 50 kg bags of NPK subsidized fertilizer that targeted vulnerable

farmers in all the 25 wards in the county.

159 major field days were held countywide during the FY with an attendance of

19,29 (11,582M, 7,717 f) farmers. These were done in collaboration with our

stakeholders e. g. GI1Z, IFDC, Syngenta, ASDSPII and KSCAP.

The following legal documents were prepared, presented to and approved by the

cabinet, and eventually presented to the county assembly for consideration and

approval.
a. Nyandarua County Agricultural Institutions Revolving Fund Regulations,
2023.
b. The Nyandarua County Agricultural Institutions Policy.
c. The County Agriculture Sector Steering Committee (CASSCOM) policy
and draft bill.

In the Veterinary Directorate:

e Under the subsidized Al programme, 2,969 dairy cows were served during the
FY by private service providers engaged by the department.

e Meat inspectors carried out inspection on 73,012 carcasses to ensure
consumers’ safety.

e Vaccinations were also done to protect cattle against foot and mouth disease
(FMD) and Lumpy Skin Disease; and also, against rabies in dogs, cats and
donkeys.

The seed potato multiplication unit produced over 100,000 plantlets that generated

to the county, revenue of KSH. 801,000.

Phase Ill of the KSCAP Project was completed with Kshs. 47,505,000 going

towards support for groups investing in indigenous chicken, Kshs. 26,822,000

towards Irish potatoes, Kshs. 16,478,100 towards garden peas.

The impact of the project is that:

I.  The farmers groups have embraced group marketing translating to increased
earnings for better price.
ii.  Increased savings with over 98% of the funded groups having regular
savings in the bank.
iii.  Increased employment at the grass root as farmers engage farmhand and
sprayer service providers.
iv.  Improved nutrition with farmers having embraced kitchen gardens and as
such have vegetables during the dry seasons.
We recommend that the house does adopt the report of the committee on budget

implementation of the department of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries Development

for the FY 2022/2023.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, the committee appreciates the department of Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries for the timely and comprehensive information submitted. The
committee also restates its commitment towards oversight on matters of the department, and
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towards ensuring that the county funds are spent as per the approved budgets, as well as
ensuring that the impact is felt by the county citizenry.

I call upon Hon. Mbogo to second.

Speaker: Yes Hon. Mbogo Mburu and Member for Weru.

(The member bowed in secondment)
(Question proposed)

Hon. Milkah Wanjiru Ndirangu, member for Kiriita proceed.

Hon. Wanjiru Ndirangu: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | rise to comment on this report
that has been moved by the Committee on Agriculture. Agriculture is a very important docket
in the county government of Nyandarua. Whatever we do, we need to delve into it deeply.
When 1 see this report, | feel like we are moving in the right direction. However, there are a
few things in this report | need to comment on. Implementation in this department, should be
taken more seriously. The amount of funds allocated to that department is a lot. In reporting
we have seen what has gone to mwananchi in terms seedlings, animal breeding and other
services for the people of Nyandarua.

| have noted, in their achievements, three or four important issues. One is that the
farmers groups have embraced group marketing translating to increased earnings for better
price. Mr Speaker, however, | would like to see, maybe, a diagram or even a report indicating
what these earnings are. What is the transition, where were the farmers before this programme
and where are they after (the programme), because that is a real transformation?

On increased savings with over 98% of the funded groups having regular savings in the
bank, we would also want to see the transition, not just the mention of it. Can we see the
transition so that when we are allocating the money, we are able to say, yes, we allocated this
and this now is the transition. Mr Speaker, what is this 98% they are talking about? 98% of
what — of all groups in the county or of groups in certain Wards, or cooperatives, or what is
it?

On increased employment in the grassroots as farmers engage farmhands and sprayer
services providers, for us to be able to continue well, we may want to know what are the
numbers of persons that have been employed out in this grassroots engagement of farmhands
and sprayer services providers. Probably if that report is given to us, then we would say, in
Nyandarua County in this financial year, there were no sprayers, but now after the end of the
year, we have five or ten sprayers that have been employed through the programme.

On nutrition, we may not be able to say much because it relates to training, but we may
want, for example, to collaborate with the Department of Health Services and say ‘improved
nutrition’ by answering the questions: has the number of the people who are sick reduced and
what is the data regarding nutrition?

Nonetheless, Mr Speaker, | would say that this report is good. However, we would want
to see a detailed report on the said transformation because we cannot be talking about
Nyandarua County being the food basket yet we are not seeing the transition.

We would want to see numbers relating to the transition, so that when the country says
Nyandarua County is the food basket, we are able to say, yes, Nyandarua County is the food
basket since we moved from of production of one tonne of potatoes to 50 tonnes; or, for
example, we moved from 100 or 1,000 tonnes of cabbages in production to maybe 2,000 tonnes
in a certain financial year.
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Out of the fertilizer that has been given, Mr Speaker, we would want to know one acre
in Nyandarua County was producing, for example, 10 bags of maize and after the fertilizer
issuance a farmer now is able to produce 20 or 30 bags and that translates to increased money.

However, | would propose that the committee goes further to give us a detailed report
on the same. | beg to support waiting for a detailed report. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Yes, Majority Leader and the Member for Kaimbaga, Hon. Mwangi Nyaga.

Hon. Mwangi Nyaga: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | would like to start by thanking the
committee for the good work that they have done. However, | have a reservation on the way
the budget implementation under discussion was reported. Mr Speaker, some of these reports
help this House to make informed decisions, and most of the Members do look deeply and
interrogate them, especially regarding what is really happening in different Wards — what is
really happening and the kind of investment that is being done in different Wards because we
also learn from others.

Mr Speaker, when you look at the reporting, it is so hard to make some decisions. When
you look at the amount was awarded, for example, to buy improved sheep or cows, in the
reporting, it is so hard to know the number of sheep or cows that were bought. You are given
the amount only, yet in such a report, Mr Speaker, you need to understand, if | spend two
million shillings, at least, this is the expected number of cows.

So, as my fellow MCA from Kiriita, has said, we really need to have a very detailed
report. Looking at this report, Mr Speaker, you will find that they have reported that we are
through with agriculture revolving fund, we are through with the county agriculture policy, but
nothing much is being explained on the level of implementation, the impact of the policy, the
impact of the revolving fund. Where are we? We need to be very specific, Mr Speaker,
especially on the impact of the policy and the revolving fund.

There is also what we call ambiguous reporting. Remember, some of these projects do
consume a lot of money, Mr Speaker. Vaccination, for example, takes huge chunks of money.
There is ambiguity in this reporting, because you cannot just say vaccination of dogs and
vaccination of donkeys without being specific. We expect to know that specific donkeys were
vaccinated and specific dogs were vaccinated. So, as | have said, we need to be very specific.
This ambiguous reporting should not be entertained.

I've also gotten concerned, Mr Speaker, about the ASDSP, whereby Kshs. 47 million
was allocated. We also need to know specifically; it should be put in public domain that this
amount was allocated or went to this Ward for this specific project. But when it is reported like
it has been reported, some of us get concerned. Such huge amount of money, how was it
distributed?

So, as much as we've gotten this information, it's inadequate. We need further
information from the committee. Remember, we consider agriculture as one of the key engines
that will propel this county to the next level. If we don't get it right in this area, then everything
will not run as per the expectation.

Nonetheless, Mr Speaker, I'm happy for the committee, but let them furnish the House
with more information so we can make a well-informed and key decision pertaining to
agriculture.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Yes, Hon. Isaac Kung’u.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Thank you, Hon. Speaker. | want to appreciate the Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries Committee for this report. 1 don't want to say much on the
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implementation, but I want to speak about Agriculture in our County. Hon. Members, | think
we need to sit down and think deeply together with His Excellency, the Governor, on how we
are going to deal with the agriculture sector. If you look at the reports that have been submitted
today, you'll be surprised, because these are 25 reports within one report. They are mentioning,
for example, that a certain project was done in Wanjohi, a certain project was done in Magumu
while nothing was done in other Wards.

Hon. Speaker, looking at agriculture, one thing we need to appreciate is that what the
county government should be doing mostly should be service-oriented. What we should be
supporting a lot is extension (services)— training of and extension (services) to our farmers.
What is happening in Nyandarua County today is that we are giving some products such that a
Member of a certain Ward through his/her Ward fund/(allocation), for instance, commits that
| am going to give seeds, and, therefore, in Wanjohi Ward, for example, | give maize seeds to
my farmers. The other Ward does not give and the other Ward does not give.

It, hence, becomes very difficult to assess the impact. | think agriculture (sector) should
be run through programmes. It should not be run through projects, because when you narrow
yourself to a certain project per Ward, (and that is what is making the Leader of the Majority
Party to complain here), you will not be able to measure the impact of what you are doing as a
county in terms of agriculture. It is the high time we sat down and reconsidered. That is why
we supported H.E. the Governor when he talked about A.l. services as a programme within
Nyandarua County and not a programme for a certain ward. This is what should be happening
in agriculture. As much as we are allowed within our ward projects or ward fund, that should
be left to exclusively deal with the issues of water, roads and all that. However, when it comes
to agriculture, we should put into programmes. For example, when we talk of vaccination, |
know many farmers within Nyandarua complained last year because the vaccines were
inadequate for their animals. We should take vaccinations as a programme not for a ward but
for the whole county. This is how we are going to deal with vaccinations.

When it comes to the issue of crops, we should, by now, know that this is a programme
in crop development. We are supposed to know that in Ndaragwa, this is the kind of crop that
does well. This is the kind of crop that performs well in Kinangop or Kipipiri. Then, we put
money under the programme of crop development towards enhancing crop production across
the county. This could be in terms of training, seed availability or subsidies that are required.
Don'’t allow Members to do things in isolation in their wards. There will be no impact because
every Member will think that they could provide potato seeds here and another one will think
that sunflowers are okay. However, we are doing things haphazardly and in an uncoordinated
way. Eventually, we will not be able to measure the impact.

So, there are issues like health, agriculture and education that should be implemented
in terms of programmes.

That is my contribution for today, Hon. Speaker. Thank you.

Speaker: Yes, Commissioner James Kiiru Gachomba, Member for Njabini Kiburu,
proceed.

Hon. James Gachomba: Thank you, Hon. Speaker. | rise to support the report of the
Committee on Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries on budget implementation for that financial
year.

Mr Speaker, you are aware that agriculture is a devolved function and that functions
related to agriculture are crops and animal husbandry, veterinary services, livestock sale yards,
county abattoirs, plants and disease control.

Mr Speaker, when the committee was examining the budget for the financial year
2022/23, it was not commensurate to the budget that was approved by this Hon. House. Hon.
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Speaker, you are aware that agriculture is a devolved function and is the backbone of our
County’s economy. And some of the milestones that the committee is highlighting, you can
see from their data and how they were procured. The LSOs are there as well as the budgetary
implications and the project names and also the approved budget. Was monitoring and
evaluation done? The specific location of that project and the specifications of the project. The
dates project did not even match with the tabulation shown in the document they have provided
to the committee. The expected output cannot be shown clearly to the Assembly so that we can
examine the output.

If you go to subsidized fertilizer, 3,275 bags from NCPBK were distributed to the
farmers. How was it done within our wards? | believe many wards did not receive the
subsidized fertilizer.

Mr Speaker, they are telling us about the 155 major field days that were held across the
county in that financial year. They also tell us that the attendance was 19,229 of which
Kshs.11,582,000 was appropriated by that department to the farmers. This was done in
collaboration with GIZ, IFDC, ASDP and KSCAP. We want to understand how that money
was given out to the wards. Was the intended purpose of the field days and the area visited
achieved so that we can sensitize our farmers so that we can get the best crop for various areas
within our county? We could not understand how the programme was done.

Mr Speaker, phase Ill of the KSCAP Project was completed with Kshs.47,505,000
going towards support for groups investing in indigenous chicken, Kshs.26,822,000 towards
Irish potatoes, Kshs.16,478,100 towards garden peas. If you go to the grassroots, nothing of
the sort has been witnessed in those areas. If there is something that was done, | am appealing
to the Members to rise and tell us. Where were Irish potatoes planted in our wards? Although
this document has been compiled by the Committee, it has a lot of gaps that need to be filled.
Many issues are not forthcoming on the budget that was implemented in that financial year.

As an Assembly, we want to get the value of the funds that were appropriated to that
department so that we can know where we are headed as a County. Food production has been
severely affected. You can now see the floods have flattened many of the areas with arable land
for farming. If the County is not prepared in terms of those procurement processes, they are
talking about here and give us the mitigation measures they have put in place, | think we are
headed nowhere as an Assembly. If this data was given in the right position, we would be able
to focus on the future.

So, Mr Speaker, this is a confusing document and we would wish that the Committee
goes back to the drawing board and furnishes this House with a document that will guarantee
the future of this County when we are doing our budget.

With those few remarks, Mr Speaker, | beg to support.

Speaker: Thank you for that contribution. Yes, Hon. Paul Ngeche Wambaire, Member
for Kipipiri, proceed.

Hon. Paul Ngeche: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | want to congratulate the Committee
since this is the real oversight. The real oversight is when you give people information from
which they can decide on what is next. This is because the committee has provided the truth
and reality. It is not the Committee's performance but the Department’s performance that is
wanting. We don’t expect another report. This is what they will report and they will keep
reporting it because this is the reality of how the government is running.

| am interested in page 11 of the report because this is where it matters to the people of
Kipipiri. There is a purchase and distribution of heifers to farmers’ groups in Kipipiri at a cost
of Kshs.1,000,000 and it is awaiting the bidder’s response. You see, Mr Speaker, if you want
to know whether a government is serious, it is when it is not able to procure a Kshs.1,000,000
contract.
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This money was from the irreducible minimums but the department was too lazy to
procure heifers worth one million for the great people of Kipipiri. Let me tell you what
happened; this was introduced in the supplementary budget but it was never procured and as
we speak today, | have heard that there shall be an open tender to purchase heifers for the entire
county. In Kinangop and Shamata they were single sourced but this one will be an open tender.
When the government starts cheating its people, nothing will ever be implemented. | can smell
another allocation in the supplementary budget. This means that we are being conned; you have
allocated money in the irreducible minimums but justice is not done. | wish other committees
would bring such reports so that we can see how this government is conning us. Mr Speaker,
we talk of irreducible minimums but procurement is never done. It is time for the CEO of this
county to know that reality has started dawning and we must ensure what we speak is what is
done. This injustice and I will not allow my people to suffer it; | have to speak out.

Mr Speaker in their next reporting | would like to hear what happened to Kipipiri
distribution of heifers to farmers a program worth one million which was in my irreducible
minimum.Where did the money go? | do not trust the government if they cannot procure those
heifers. | am watching and | will let my people know when to...Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Hon. Rimui Kaiyani, member for Githabai and then we go to Hon. Kagwe.

Hon. Rimui Kaiyani: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Hon. Kagwe is my good friend. He is
actually my leader; he occupies the office of the Deputy Majority Leader. | expected him to be
allowed to speak first but you gave me that honour and | am glad that he chose to sit.

Hon. Speaker | am a disturbed person, | will quote the words of the President that there
is a time to be popular and there is a time to do the right thing. Today | choose not to be popular.
I acknowledge that Nyandarua is an agricultural county. If there is anything that this county
ought to think about is agriculture. Its prominence should be conspicuous. In the past there was
a signboard at Ole Loliondo reading ‘Welcome to Nyandarua the county of milk and potatoes’
but when you get into the county, what you find is a story for your grandchildren.

When | joined this government in 2017, and | am glad a good number we were with is
still here, the county had a huge road network problem. The second government focused more
on roadworks to open up the agricultural areas that were inaccessible and ensure that the
produce of our ever-hard-working farmers reached the market. The goal to be achieved by these
roads has not been achieved. | am worried.

I commend the committee for the report. It is well done and | do not agree with Hon.
Gachomba, my good friend that it is a half-done report. | do not know what he meant by that.
| think it brings out the glaring issues that should be brought out by any committee that knows
what it is doing. Therefore, | commend them.

| note that the department says it has inseminated 2900 animals. | know that there are
dairy cows in Githabai but among the 2900, none is from Githabai. Hon. Gachomba will agree
with me that Njabini animals were not included neither were those from the chairman’s ward.
| would like to know where the 2900 were from. Could they have been imaginary? Did they
tour Aberdare, find buffalos and inseminate them? Cows are yet to be inseminated. | do not
want to be kind and if | would get a second to advise the governor, | would tell him to overhaul
that department. It is a shame and a disgrace because we are supposed to be ranking higher.

Hon. Kung’u said that it is the high time as a county we identified the ecological areas
within the county and disaggregated in view of climatic conditions. I am almost completing
my Masters on Climate Change and therefore speak of the knowledge I have acquired in this
area. We should disaggregate the county in terms of its potential. The ecological state of
Ndaragwa would be much better with bee keeping. I finished a course in the university of
Nairobi on bee keeping. Bee keeping contributes 15 out of 17 of the global agenda of the SDGs
(SDG stands for Sustainable Development Goals) and therefore by keeping bees you are
addressing the 15 (items) of the global agenda. Ndaragwa has the potential because of its
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ecological zone. Bee keeping does very well in ASAL areas. For us who come from the lower
part of Nyandarua, which is basically very cold, what would happen with the honey that the
bees collect is that they would use it to generate energy. But Ndaragwa is hot, it's warm and
bees don't need to generate extra energy and, hence, you'd be able to harvest honey.

But I noted that, and | want to say this for the agriculture people to hear, and for the
Members also to gain from the knowledge that I got from the University of Nairobi, bees not
only contribute to generation of honey, which is indigenous medicine, right, they also have a
component in them called bee venom. It is interesting to note in this Hon. House that a gram
— | am saying one thousandth of a kilogramme — that is, one gram, one single gram of bee
venom costs 4,000 Kenya shillings. Mathematically, computing that would translate to four
million Kenya shillings per kilogramme of bee venom.

When | talk about bee venom, I'm talking about that chemical that gets into your body
when you're stung by a bee. Technology has come up with a way that you're able to harvest it.
So, if Ndaragwa is able to install, for example, 5,000 beehives, they'd be able to produce it.
Remember, when you hang a beehive, don't take a lot of time attending bees so you can go
ahead and do other things. So that is ready money, very ready money.

Therefore, going forward, | would like to hear, for the next two remaining years,
strategic plan coming from that department, telling this county that we want to, and we will,
do things this way and we'll apportion resources, just like Hon. Isaac Kung’u said, in terms of
programmes so we know that when we put in money, we will get results as regards putting
money in the pockets of our people.

If dairy animals do well in Kinangop, let us focus on that. If you go to OI’ Joro Orok
we even have a potato seedlings (propagation) plant that is fully funded by a donor. Let the
people there farm potatoes so that when you put in resources, our people are able to realize
results. Consequently, we will shine. In fact, outshine the other counties within the region in
terms of being organized, in terms of being technologically knowledgeable, and in terms of
being assertive as regards the products that we're able to produce and supply to the market. We
must be outstanding as the great County of Nyandarua...

(Hon. Wanjiru Ndirangu rose on a point of information)

Speaker: What is the information, Hon. Wanjiru Ndirangu?

Hon. Wanjiru Ndirangu: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | wish to give information to the
Member for Githabai and to the entire House. The strategic plan he's talking about is called, in
other words, mapping of the Nyandarua region in terms of production and what fits well. Thank
you.

(Hon. Isaac Kung'u rose on a point of information)
Speaker: What is it, Hon. Isaac Kung’u?

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Hon. Speaker, based on what Hon. Wanjiru Ndirangu is saying,
Hon. Mwangi Kagwe, Hon. Beth Wahito and the others who were in the First Assembly will
recall that there was a programme called ‘crop-per-village’ by the First Regime. I do not know,
Chairman of the Committee on Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, what happened?

The county government had mapped, not necessarily the village as we know it, but in
a manner denoting that a certain sub-location is known to produce this kind of crops and its
people were supposed to promote those crops in such and such a model. I know it has happened
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in other counties like Makueni and they are doing very well. There is no longer the mwolyo
that we used to talk about, or the relief food, that was supposed to be given a long time ago.

So, I think those who were there in the First Assembly, including the Chairman of the
Committee on Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, should be introducing this model to this
Assembly so we can look at it and advise the Executive on how we can approach the concept
of crop development in this county. By the end of the day, Hon. Speaker, if we want to promote
our people in terms of generating income activities, we have to promote agriculture.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Proceed, Hon. Rimui Kaiyani.

Hon. Rimui Kaiyani: Thank you, Hon. Speaker. That's quite good information | got
from the two Hon. Members. Remember they were schoolmates, and, therefore, I'm not
surprised that they share that kind of thinking. They were very well-trained in secondary
school.

Hon. Speaker, as | finish, | want to say two things. One of the things is that | see a bill
that is still supposed to get its way to this Honorable House. It's addressed under number six:
the County Agriculture Sector Steering Committee Bill. I'm still waiting to see it come to the
House. It is indicated on page 18. The bill should come to this House so that the Members are
able to look at it to address it. Maybe, it will bring out the aspect of mapping as Hon. Isaac
Kung’u and Hon. Wanjiru Ndirangu are talking about so that we are able to do things rightly.

Finally, as | conclude my master's degree, my dissertation, thesis if you come from the
States, the United States, looks to address the issue of the usage of inorganic fertilizer by the
smallholder farmers. What I'm looking to address, Hon. Speaker, is what has been picked by
this report on page 18, the first item. It really looks to address the issue of the usage and the
distribution of fertilizer, inorganic fertilizer. I'm very specific. Organic (fertilizer) is the one
you get from manure from animals. Inorganic (fertilizer) is what you procure. | note, and this
is what I'm trying to research on, that we supply fertilizer to our farmers just because we know
intuitively that DAP is used for planting. DAP stands for diammonium of phosphate. So, it is
two compounds of ammonia and phosphorus.

When you want to do topdressing (and the Member for Nyakio is listening and I'm glad
he is because he's one of the renowned farmers as well as the Chairman of the Committee on
Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries — they are renowned farmers who are doing exemplary
well in farming) they would agree with me that NPK is used for top dressing. NPK stands for
nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. This is a compound fertilizer.

The National Government and the County of Nyandarua are involved in a subsidy
programme for fertilizer. The question that I'm researching on, which begs an answer — to be
answered — as this subsidy programme is being run is: who tells you that the soil that farmers
are cultivating upon require ammonium and phosphate? And if it does, to what quantities?

What has been happening is akin to the scenario where you have malaria and you're
given some tablets because you are diagnosed without being taken to the laboratory. The first
thing you need to do is to establish whether it's malaria or typhoid that have similar
characteristics. In the event you have typhoid, and you're given medication for malaria, you
don't get cured. This is the kind of treatment we're giving our farmers. We give them the
ammonium phosphate because we know it is used for planting and NPK because we know it is
used for top dressing. But does our soil require those particular compounds?
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What is happening, and this is what I'm addressing through my research: is the
contribution of the GHG emissions to the environment caused by introducing compounds that
are not required by the soil such that they end up being released to the environment in the forms
of nitrous oxide, which is one of the GHG gases, or ammonia that contribute to the climate
change? We're seeing the effects of climate change right now and the contamination of water.
When you test the water, you find that it has a lot of nitrogen.

(Hon. Mwangi Nyaga rose on a point of information)
Speaker: Information to whom?
Hon. Mwangi Nyaga: To the Member.
Speaker: Proceed.

Hon. Mwangi Nyaga: Mr Speaker, I'm just begging the learned Hon. Member to use
a common language. Some of these technical jargons are throwing Members off balance. Other
than taking them through GHG, sijui what, he should elaborate at least, just acommon language
so that we can understand. You know, he is a very technical person and he is a master's student
and he is handling a very serious thesis but as much as we would like to benefit from the thesis,
let him at least communicate because he is coming up very strongly in that technical jargon.

Thank you.

Speaker: Hon. Kaiyani, | believe you get the prayer of the members to put the language
in consumable form and to kindly undo the acronyms.

(Hon. Wanjiru Ndirangu rose point of information)

To whom?

Hon. Wanjiru Ndirangu: To Honourable, the Majority Leader, just some information.
Probably what he should be seeking from Honourable Kaiyani is when he is speaking about
some issues. To map also where to say what. Because if in Kaimbaga you say something that
the Majority Leader doesn't understand then you really need to take him to a lesson.

If you come to Kiriita, talk about something different.

Thank you.

Speaker: | leave it to the Honourable Kaiyani to know how to go about that.

Proceed.

Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Using technical jargon
is my weakness. And for that reason, | will attempt, going forward, to make sure that whatever
| use is consumed because that's the intention. It's not a show-off kind of deliberation. It's a
question of knowledge sharing, just to make sure that my school fees was not wasted.

Therefore, Honourable Majority Leader, GHG means greenhouse gas emission. It is
responsible for what is happening within the county, within what is called the extreme event.
The rainfall that comes, comes heavily. The drought that comes, comes heavily and what
exacerbates those kinds of scenarios is because we are not able to produce enough platform to
do what you call carbon sequestration.

For that reason, Honourable Speaker, without losing my good friend, I mean, carbon
sequestration means carbon sinking. You want to sink, you want to pull out. But like I said, |
beg your pardon, technical jargon is my weakness.

As | finish, Honourable Speaker, | was going to say, that | would like to see the county
government not just give DAP because farmers use DAP, but first take the soil to the lab and
find out whether that particular soil requires di-ammonium. Di- means two. So, two
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ammoniums, two elements of ammonium, combined with the phosphorus. Or whether they
would just use ammonium. And in so doing, you save money because when you bring, those
compounds are not given for free. You pay for them. And the soil does not require them. So,
you're wasting money.

(Hon. Paul Ngeche rose on a point of order)

Thank you. With those many remarks, | choose to end my speech.

Speaker: What is it, Honourable Ngeche?

Hon. Paul Ngeche: Mr Speaker, although it is overtaken by events, was it in order to
allow the master’s student now to make his oral submission in the Assembly? And indeed, he
could have done it in school. You see, he was doing an oral submission.

Speaker: Honourable Ngeche, | don't want to say that it is harassment to the master's
student, but he was giving his input towards reports on agriculture and therefore, it is permitted
to educate people on some issues that are necessary, even for the Department of Agriculture.

Honourable Mwangi Kagwe or is it Hon. Mwangi Maina? Kindly help the House
understand which names come before which. Is it Maina Mwangi or Mwangi Maina?

Hon. Mwangi Kagwe: Thank you, Mr Speaker, and before | take that route, | would
like to appreciate the committee for coming up with a good report. But, Mr. Speaker, as
Honourable members have touched Honourable Milkah's side, there is a lot of gaps. So, we
expect, Mr Speaker, the committee to go back and bring a thorough report. Because, Mr.
Speaker, I'm talking about the report on agriculture. And, Mr. Speaker, having seen this report,
Mr. Speaker, there are a lot of things that need attention.

Mr. Speaker, when Nyandarua County is harmed, everybody knows we are talking
about an agricultural zone and a food basket. Particularly, we are talking about potatoes and
vegetables, and also milk. As Hon. Kaiyani has stated, the last regime had put up a very big
billboard detailing or trying to market Nyandarua County but at some point, we at Ndaragwa,
felt conned. This is because when we are talking about agriculture, it is construed as coming
from one side. Why do | say so, Mr. Speaker? In the last financial year, | saw only 50 bags
which were distributed in Ndaragwa Central Ward. That is 50 out of 3,275 bags.

Mr Speaker, | don’t know how we expect to increase yield with only 50 bags of
fertilizer. Mr Speaker, | support this report and it is high time we told the committee to go
deeper and tell us how we can increase the yield with only 50 bags. That means they were
maybe given only 50 farmers in a population of more than 40,000 farmers.

Mr Speaker, still on that, | have seen a lot of field visits that were done. But, Mr
Speaker, 1 can tell you, that some parts of Ndaragwa don’t even have officers because they
can't go there. It has been more than10 years since we had an agricultural officer, Mr. Speaker.

| have now seen that His Excellency Badilisha has given us an extension officer. It is a
shame that we are talking about an agricultural zone where there’s nobody to guide farmers on
a good farming practices and soil management.

Mr Speaker, in the 2022/2023 financial year, we had the Regulation Fund Act passed
but I don't know how much our farmers are benefiting from it. Mr Speaker, | would like to cite
the words which were said by His Excellency the President, Dr William Ruto. He said that we
have to choose whether we are leaders or we are comedians, Mr Speaker. Because leaders are
elected to lead, Mr Speaker. And he said if you want to be getting claps from outside there,
then choose to be a comedian. Those people will be clapping for you in the morning, evening,
and even at night but as leaders, Mr Speaker, we have to walk the talk and we tell the
government.

And I'm happy today the Leader of the Majority Party is here. That, Mr. Speaker...
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(Hon. Eng. Rimui Kaiyani rose on a point of order)

Speaker: What is it? Who is out of order, Honourable Kaiyani?

Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: Honourable Speaker, is it in order for my good friend,
the Deputy Majority Leader, to quote the President as having said that you can either be a leader
or a comedian? And, yet we know very well we have comedians in the National Assembly.

Did they change from being comedians? And | can quote them, they are known in this
country. Do we have them as comedians? Or did they stop being comedians? And we know
some of the elected members in that assembly have a background in comedy. Can he elaborate
on what became of those members?

Thank you. I'm on a point of order.

Speaker: Order Hon. Matimu! Hon. Kaiyani, Hon. Kagwe is quite in order to explain
since he never demeaned anyone’s talent as a comedian. You may proceed.

Hon. Mwangi Kagwe: Thank you Mr Speaker. | do not know whether my colleague
wants us to go to Githabai and get people to line up to clap and cheer him. I am happy that the
Masters’ student is a leader and not a comedian.

| would not like to belabour this but Hon. Ngeche has addressed the distribution of
resources across the county. In the previous financial year, we did the second supplementary
budget but there was no absorption. What was to be procured in that supplementary budget has
not been done yet. We are in FY 2023/2024 and we shall bring another supplementary budget
but do we really have time to approve and have it uploaded with the CoB and then there will
be absorption? We have to walk the talk and not wait for things to happen. Let us not lie to
ourselves that we are serving the people.

Hon. Kung’u and Hon. Wanjiru said that we need to do some mapping. In the
2013/2017 regime under the then CEC member, Mrs Thuo, had done adopt a village note; a
good document where Kinangop, Ndaragwa and other places were to deal with certain crops.
Today, however all we talk of is potatoes but in places like Ndaragwa, they have never seen
them. Hon. Kaiyani has said that if we would be supplied with bee hives, bee keeping would
do very well there as long as we have water. Our biggest problem as people of Ndaragwa
Central, part of Leshau Pondo and Kiriita is availability of water. Even if we are given
fertilizers and seeds, the yields are still low and the lives of the people are not changing. Mr
Speaker, | wish the committee would go back and insist on adopt a village note and come up
with a document to be passed in this Assembly and which will be of help to our county.

Lastly, Mr Speaker, is artificial insemination. Ndaragwa people do dairy farming but it
is minimal because the climate is not favourable. We are used to rearing cattle that go for 10
km to get pastures and by the time they come back you can only get a litre of milk. I support
the Governor when he says that he is bringing affordable A.I but | have some reservations and
| ask that they be tested. It should be a hybrid sexed semen so that we can improve the breed.
We only give them the one that goes for Kshs 400 lakini ni ile ya Borana.

| support.

Speaker: Hon. Ngima Sasha Wamae, specially elected member from Leshau Pondo
and the newest mother in the House, welcome.

Hon. Sasha Wamae: Thank you so much, Mr Speaker. | rise to support this report as
a member of the committee and appreciate the effort put to compile it so as to bring to the
attention of the members the areas they have taken note of. We are carrying out our mandate
as stated in the Standing Orders of investigating and ensuring that the budget is utilized well.

Mr Speaker, | back the views raised by the members; they are pertinent. They are adding
relevance to this document and it is for the betterment of this county. Mr Speaker, we need to
appreciate the journey taken in terms of policies and legal backing when it comes to agriculture.
When we came to this House, the Committee on Agriculture had a lot to do; digging out for
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the work done in the previous regimes so that we may know where to start. | appreciate the
work done by the new government in terms of supporting agriculture but there is room for
improvement. We need to have accountability at its best.

| want to emphasize the importance of agriculture. To start with is that it will ensure we
are economically stable. As you mentioned earlier, I am a mum and | now know what it is to
feed a family. Agriculture being the back bone of this county, if we do oversight and correct
where things are wrong, we shall make the farmers of Nyandarua economically stable. | support
this report and any other measures that will improve agriculture in the county. Thank you.

Speaker: Hon. Zachary Njeru, member for Nyakio proceed.

Hon. Zachary Njeru: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | rise to support the report. As a policy
analyst, 1 wish we can deduce key interventions from this report to make sure that we revive
Agriculture. Hon. Speaker, among the key interventions, according to my analysis is that we
should treat agriculture as a flagship project going forward. It is evident that agriculture has
been underfunded and the moment we confront this issue as a matter of county importance we
be in a position to promote crop production and animal production.

Hon. Speaker under crop production, it is explicit that what needs to be done is to
provide certified seeds to the farmers.

Another intervention, Hon. Speaker, is to provide subsidized farm inputs and encourage
soil sampling and testing. By so doing, Hon. Speaker, we will have promoted crop production
in a big way.

Data is there and even the village concept is there. Nyandarua County is known as a
land of potatoes and milk. What have we been able to do in terms of promoting our dairy
farmers and in terms of (production) potatoes?

Additionally, Nyandarua County is known in flower production. However, flower
production is only done by other investors, not our farmers, Hon. Speaker. How do we promote
it? On animal production and promotion, remember we had a Motion on the floor of this House
which we approved and passed resolutions on the same. It was about improving local dairy
sector through provision of sex semen. | am glad that it has started in my Ward. In this financial
year, in this running budget, | have sexed semen being inseminated in my Ward, something |
recommended to the Department of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries to do through
cooperatives because we have structures there. Remember, we might not be in a position as a
County Government to give animals to farmers, Hon. Speaker, as it has been done to various
social welfare groups. But with provision of sexed semen, within a very short time, even within
a year, we will be able to improve our dairy sector in a big way.

Hon. Speaker, another issue has been the promotion of markets. I'm glad that the Kenya
Kwanza Administration is in support of aggregation centres which will enhance markets for
every farm produce produced across this county.

We have another thorny issue, and this should have an intervention, Hon. Speaker. This
is the issue of lack of enough personnel. I know the Committee on Budget and Appropriations
and the Committee on Finance, Economic Planning and ICT, the latter which I chair, have
recommended a staff audit; we have recommended staff rationalization so that, if our wage bill
does not allow for employment, at least we are able to bridge the gaps regarding the right
professionals. The Departments of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, and Health Services
are the two departments where the said gaps are notable.

Mr Speaker, without belabouring the points that were raised by fellow Members, | want
to give a case scenario of how we are getting things wrong, or of how we have not been able
to prioritize agriculture. Honourable Speaker, we have a complete seed multiplication unit at

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A
certified copy of the Hansard Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor.



30 April 2024 COUNTY ASSEMBLY DEBATES 21

the O1” Joro Orok ATC, but you can see the under achievement under number 8, within a whole
financial year, that seed multiplication unit that was funded by European Union — a very
serious investment — produced only (and the department can call this an achievement) about
100,000 plantlets that generated to the county revenue amounting to Kshs. 801,000.

Hon. Speaker, we are talking of about a hundred thousand plantlets within a year. We
should be talking of millions of plantlets within a year. The establishment is there, a very
elaborate seed multiplication unit, but there is no funding. Hon. Speaker, the Chairperson of
the Committee on Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries can bear me witness that 100,000
plantlets are just for one farmer for one year, not even a year but two seasons. We were having
a discussion with the Chairperson of the Committee on Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries
and were trying to quantify the number of cabbages we do plant within a year. Hon. Speaker,
I can tell you that 100,000 plantlets are for less than six acres.

It is the high time we intervened as a House, not a committee. The next financial year
budget is almost here, Hon. Speaker. | think this is the high time we sat as a team comprising
the Hon. Members to confront the issue of agriculture the way we confronted the issue of
infrastructure.

Hon. Speaker, you can tell that this is not the Nyandarua County of the period between
2013 and 2017 in terms of infrastructure because we confronted the issue of road networks as
a flagship project by embracing two concepts: the contractual way of upgrading our roads and
the use of county (in-house) machinery.

At our AMS in Nyahururu, we have machineries that are not in use. Why? Because we
are not supporting agricultural mechanization, Hon. Speaker. How much do we have in the
budget for agricultural mechanization? How much money do we have in the budget for
improved seeds?

The Member for Njabini Kiburu tried to make sure that we have a way of how we can
avail certified potato seeds. | remember there was a group by the name ‘ProseKi’ which, if he
were here, he could confirm for which the said Member could afford to provide to the social
welfare group, through the irreducible minimum Kitty, certified seeds probably worth a million.
If we confront the issue of agriculture in a ward concept, Hon. Speaker, we shall get things
wrong but if we confront the issue as a County flagship project, we will get it right. The issue
of agriculture and what needs to be done where and having sufficient funds, will not be an
issue.

If maize will do well in Ndaragwa and Kipipiri sub-counties, we will take that route of
providing certified maize seeds. If potatoes, and it is known they do well in Nyakio, Charagita,
Shamata, and OI’Jororok, Hon. Mbogo’s place, we provide certified potato seeds. Currently,
there is an outcry from the potato farmers because of the lack of certified seeds. We tried the
seeds from Tigoni, and they are no longer doing well in these areas, Honourable Speaker. We
tried another seed known by the name Super Changi, Honourable Speaker, but it is equally not
doing well. We have a new seed, which is doing well across the board by the name of Markies.
Now we should be jogging our minds around it. The planting season is here with us. How and
where do we get these certified seeds for our farmers? But even if we ask that question, Hon.
Speaker, how much funding do we have? So, I'm calling upon each and every Member to
realize it is high time we forgot about confronting the issue of agriculture as an irreducible
minimum and set aside a fund.

We need to have sufficient funds for our farmers or agriculture at large and by so doing,
we will be in a position to help our farmers, which is the only way to ensure socio-economic
growth even in this county. In terms of revenue, if we were in a position to help our farmers,
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and were able to get just a million plant rates within that financial year, it translates to this
revenue of Kshs.801,000 to Kshs.8 million. If we made Kshs.10 million, it is commensurate
with the projections here, Honourable Speaker. I'm calling upon Honourable Members, and |
will be a very strong proponent of this; that going forward and starting from whatever little |
have from my irreducible minimum and in the second supplementary budget, in the first
supplementary budget, and the upcoming budget so that, at least, | have some money for crop
production and some money for animal production.

That notwithstanding, we have a kitty in terms of a flagship project, Honourable
Speaker, to support our farmers.

Thank you, Honourable Speaker.

Speaker: Honourable Stephen Mureithi, you had contributed, hadn't you? Proceed.

Hon. Stephen Muriithi: | think mine will be very brief, Mr Speaker, Sir. | will go
directly to the committee because of time. I'm humbly requesting from the report, which
pertains to the financial year 2022/2023 that we note that there are various items that were not
procured. They are waiting for the bidder's report. 1 was expecting that the committee would
have gone further and sought from the department the status of those things that were not
procured then, were they procured? Were they done?

As things stand, instead of waiting until the end of another financial year for us to get
this report, because it's very clear from this report that has just been tabled, we need to do
something. A very good example may be, just picking on one item, as | conclude, Mr. Speaker,
sir, is something like the supply of seedlings for Mirangine at a cost of one million shillings.
The status would be ‘awaiting the bidder's report” Mr Speaker, sir.

Again, the last one maybe that | can pick for the committee is something like the
purchase and distribution of heifers to the farmers' group in Kipipiri, Mr. Speaker, sir, worth
one million and is also awaiting the bidder's report.

| was expecting from this report, to see that those things that were not bidded for and
were not delivered, as the committee was concluding, would have sought information from the
department to know the status of things that were not done by the end of 30" June of that
particular financial year. Were they done? I'm humbly requesting, because | can see the chair,
the very able chair of this Committee, for more information as to what is the current status of
those items that were not provided to various wards.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, sir.

Speaker: | now call the mover to respond and to note the sentiments of the honourable
members and kindly tell us when to you will bring a more comprehensive report with the data
analysis as requested by the Members.

Proceed, Honourable Thinji.

Hon. Thinji Kiriga: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir, and thank you, to all members who
have contributed to this report.

As | had said earlier, I'm standing in for my Chairperson who was away on official
matters. This Committee has done what it could because of the mandate and the functions it
has been given by this Assembly.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we have investigated, enquired, assessed analysed and investigated.
And finally, we have made recommendations. The reason we had to bring this report is because
we understand that this Assembly acts like a court of appeal and it can add more value to the
reports and to this sector of agriculture, which is the backbone of Nyandarua County’s
economy.

Mr Speaker, sir, | move.

(Question put and agreed to)
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Speaker: Clerk, next order.
2. REPORT ON THE SENATOR’S ADDRESS ISSUED ON 16™ APRIL 2024

Speaker: Yes, Honourable Simon Mbogo, Chairperson of the Committee on Public
Works, Roads, Transport, Housing and Energy, proceed.

Hon. Mbogo Mburu: Thank you, Mr Speaker. And before I move the motion, Mr
Speaker, I'm standing on a point of order. I think, Mr Speaker, the House is not quorate.

QUORUM CALL

(There was no quorum as confirmed by the clerk-at-the-table)

Speaker: There being no quorum to proceed with the business, pursuant to Standing
Order No 37(2) | hereby direct that the quorum bell be rung for eight minutes or until such a
time within the eight minutes that quorum shall be achieved.

(The division bell rang for eight minutes and quorum was not achieved as confirmed by the
Clerk-at-the-Table)

Speaker: Hon. Members, there being no quorum to proceed with the business of the
day, | adjourn the House to the next sitting of Wednesday 30" April 2024 at 2.30 pm.

(The House rose at 11.48 am.)
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