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REPUBLIC OF KENYA

NYANDARUA COUNTY ASSEMBLY
3RD ASSEMBLY — 2NP SESSION

OFFICIAL REPORT

Wednesday, 26™ July 2023

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chambers at 9.30 a.m.
(The Speaker, Hon. Wachira Waiganjo, in the Chair)

PRAYER
QUORUM CALL AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SITTING
Speaker: Hon. Members, welcome to the sitting of today, Wednesday the 26" day of
July at 9.30 am. Clerk please confirm that we have the requisite quorum to transact todays
business.

(There was quorum as confirmed by the Clerk- at the table)

Very well quorum having been confirmed, we now will proceed with the business of
the day as scheduled. First Order.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR
Speaker: | have no communication to make.
PAPERS

AUDITED FINANCIAL OPERATIONS OF NYANDARUA WATER AND SANITATION COMPANY
FOR THE FY ENDED 30™ JUNE 2019/2020 30™ AND 30™ JUNE 2020/2021.

Speaker: Very well, yes Hon. Duncan Githinji Chege, the Chairperson Public
Investment and Accounts Committee.

(Hon. Mwangi Gichuki rose on his feet and approached the dispatch box)

Oh, Hon Mwangi Gichuki, Member for Engineer, | suppose you are standing in for Hon.
Duncan Chege

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Yes Mr Speaker

Speaker: Go ahead

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A
certified copy of the Hansard Report can be obtained from the Principal Hansard Editor.



26 July 2023 COUNTY ASSEMBLY DEBATES 2

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Thank you, Mr Speaker, | would like to table the preliminary
report for the Committee on Public Accounts and Investments on the Audited Financial
operations of Nyandarua Water and Sanitation Company for the FY ended 30" June
2019,/2020 30™ and 30™ June 2020/2021.

Speaker: Very well, the report is duly tabled but not read. I have just heard you say
that you have tabled it and not read it, and we are now expecting to hear the review.

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Yes Hon. Speaker, | want to bring to the attention of this
House that we have been looking into the audited accounts of Nyandarua Water Company.
We have tried to peruse through three years reports and we have tried to come up with a
preliminary report which | will be reading it out to the House.

The first part of the report entails the background which all of us are all aware of and
the establishment of the Committee which | am also very sure that the House is well versed. |
would like to start by appreciating you Mr Speaker and the committee as well for the
tremendous role they have played to ensure the production of this report. | would also like to
appreciate the Members of the committee for diligently executing their mandate. They have
been able to look keenly into the reports that were left pending by the previous Assembly. |
also wish to appreciate the office of the Clerk which facilitated the committee. It is good to
appreciate them since we have had so much time working with our clerks because of the
backlog of work that was remaining in this committee. The works that we are currently doing
belonged to the previous Assembly. Just to mention, we have nine reports of audited water
companies that we need to go through, and | therefore want to truly appreciate our secretariat
because they took time to compile three reports in just two days.

Mr Speaker, | do not wish to belabour into the mandates of the committee which are
well known to all of us. I will also not dwell on mentioning the members of the committee,
we are about eleven and therefore | will directly go into the report and summarise on the
issues that we picked as we were making this report.

According to the Nyandarua Water and Sanitation Company Limited website, the
company was started in the 2007 and established under the Water Act 2002 and incorporated
on 23rd November 2016 as a water service agent in the current Nyandarua County. The
company is incorporated in Kenya under the Companies Act. Cap 486 of the Laws of Kenya
and 100% owned by Nyandarua County Government.

The principal activity of the company is to provide water and sanitation services to the
residents of the county.

The company has diversified scheme i.e. Gatimu, Kibathi, Mairo-Inya, O-J/ Kangui, Kasuku
and Kirima, as well as the Mairo-Inya scheme.

Speaker: Hon. Gichuki, just to bring me to speed, which page are you reading?

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Page 10

Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Mr. Speaker, the Auditor General examined the financial
statements of the NYANDAWAS for the stated 3 FYs and gave an adverse opinion for the
year ended 30" June 2019; and qualified opinion for the years ended 30" June 2020 and 30"
June 2021;

The auditor gave an adverse opinion because the financial statement did not present fairly, in
all material aspects, the financial position, cash flows and financial performance of
Nyandarua Water and Sanitation Company Limited.

The qualified opinion received in the two later years means that the financial statements of
the company are fairly presented, except for specified issues.
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During the scrutiny exercise, several issues were noted by the committee as being serious and
needs to be addressed by the Department of water urgently; to avoid misuse of public funds
and to ensure that the residents of Nyandarua are getting safe, clean, sustainable water as well
as value for the money that they pay.

These include:

1.
2.

3.

10.

The company is being operated without a board of directors.

The company has no approved HR Policy, Staff Establishment, Job structures and job
grades.

The company has consistently violated IFRS Standards in making its financial
statements

The company’s assets are not secured in the form of several land title deeds and
ownership documents for water tanks.

The company is unable to raise revenue to meet its expenditure; which raises issues of
going concern. Customer deposits are also being used with no proper authority and no
plan for reimbursement.

The company owes huge debts to Rift Valley Water and other bodies, but has no debt
register.

The company’s articles and memoranda of association are not filed with the registrar
of companies; as well as exited directors still being fully paid in the payroll.

The company has no audit unit and lacks a risk management policy.

The company strikes off old debts haphazardly since it has no Aging Debt Policy.

The company has not been handed over to the county government as per the Water
Act, 2016.

To this end, and in order to bring a conclusive report, the committee has requested the
following information which is expected at the Office of the Clerk by 31% July 2023:

AUDITED REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 30™ JUNE 2019

Provide the amended Financial Statements referred to in the response.

An explanation as to why the Financial Statements were approved by the corporate
management team instead of the Board of Directors as per the Companies Act 2015
stipulations.

An explanation as to why there was an understatement of Kes. 1,778,607 on the total
assets balance and the reconciliation thereof, as well as provide the asset register.

A reconciliation of the variance of Kes.212,020 on the operating profit.

An explanation for the variance of Kes. 900,000 in operation costs.

An explanation the customer deposits collected were overstated by Kes. 225,400.

An explanation for why there were board allowances of 131,800 for exited Board of
Directors.

Measures being taken to improve the financial performance of the Water Company.
Measures and steps being taken to establish ownership of the stated parcel of lands
(Kangui, Gatimu, Kibathi, and Shamata ) and water tanks, including the handover
reports/minutes indicating what was handed over to the water company.

Furnish the Committee with a reconciliation of unexplained variance of Kshs.500,000
on depreciation charge.

Provide the list of total creditors and the reasons for delayed payment.

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A
certified copy of the Hansard Report can be obtained from the Principal Hansard Editor.



26 July 2023 COUNTY ASSEMBLY DEBATES 4

Explain the variance of kes.2,762,968 in the customer deposits and provide the bank
statements and explanation on why the bank balance was only Kes.97,432.

Provide the documents supporting payroll emoluments for contracted staff, including
casuals, e.g., Attendance registers and payment schedules.

Provide an explanation for the budget shortfall.

Explain why the Company did not file the annual returns contrary to section 705 of
the Companies Act.

The measures the Company is taking to strengthen debt management control to ensure
its going concern.

AUDITED REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 30™ JUNE 2020

Submit the amended Financial Statement providing an explanation of the variance of
Kes. 18,352,028 and Kes. 15,194,462 for the financial years ended 2020 and 2019,
respectively.

An explanation of Kes. 2,904,450 variances on the customer deposits and provide the
bank statements and the minutes of the Board approving the use of customers’
deposits.

Provide the documents on the procurement process and supporting documents
supporting the expenditure of Kes. 455,550 on the repair of a Motorbike.

Provide a reconciliation of the variance of kes.166,912 in the administrative costs.
Provide the handover documentation between the Community-Based Water
Organization that operated the SACCO account and the letter written to the Board
seeking authority to close the account.

Provide the total list of receivables amounting to Kes.4,240,383 and their steps to
recover them.

An explanation of why they failed to address issues raised by the auditor who gave an
adverse opinion in the last financial year.

An explanation and supporting schedules of how project costs of Kes. 4,969,507
relating to upscaling Basic Sanitation for the Urban poor project funded by the Water
sector trust fund was utilized.

AUDITED REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 30™ JUNE 2021

e Provide the amended financial statements and the trial balance that explains Kes.
560,120 that remain unexplained and unreconciled.

e Provide an explanation and measures being taken to clear payables, Kes. 10,
955,848, and a list of the outstanding payables.

e An Explanation of Kes. 2,949,122 variances on the customer deposits and to also
provide the bank statements and the minutes of the Board approving the use of
customers’ deposits,

e Provide a plan to replenish the customer deposit amount, Sample contracts
between them and the customers, customer deposits register, and the total amount
of claims done and claims honored and pending for the 3 Financial Years.

e Provide bank statements for the Financial Years 2018/19, 2019/20, and 2020/21
for Equity, KCB, and Paybill accounts.

e An explanation and reconciliation of variance of Kes. 173,922 on comparison of
Budget and Actual amounts.
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e Provide an explanation for the revenue budget shortfall of Kes. 8,595,646
e Provide the Company’s Amended Memorandum and Articles of Association
lodged with the registrar of companies.

RECURRING ISSUES

Mr. Speaker, the committee has also noted issues that have been recurrent in the 3 financial
years reports, and has requested the CECM, Water to address the following:

1. Explain why the Company did not file annual and monthly statutory deductions
returns for three consecutive years and why they needed to float quotations to
source for someone to do the aforementioned.

2. An explanation of why the memorandum and articles of association are not
registered with the registrar of companies and show evidence of the steps taken to
regularize the handover of the water company to the county government as per the
Water Act 2016

3. Provide an explanation of what the Water Company has done to address the issue
of non-revenue water to ensure that it is within the 25% threshold according to
WASREB guidelines.

4. Provide an approved Human Resource Policy and an approved staff establishment

list to substantiate staff emoluments of Kes. 12,228,364, Kes. 12,203,140 and Kes.

15,194,462 for Financial Years 2018/19,2019/20,2020/2021 respectively.

Provide an approved staff salary structure, a list of staff, and their job grades.

Provide the Committee with the risk management policy.

7. An explanation of why they do not have an internal audit unit and the steps they
are taking to establish it.

8. Hand over documents for Rift VValley water and records to show that they have
engaged the surveyor stated in their response.

9. Provide the Committee with the water company’s budget for Financial Years
2018/19, 2019/20,2020/21

10. Provide the Committee with measures for strengthening debt management control
and the company’s aging debt policy.

oo

Mr Speaker, once the committee has received and analysed responses and supporting
documents thereof, the committee plans to summon the responsible officers to respond to any
concerns that the committee may need further clarification on.

Basically, what the committee has done, Mr Speaker, is try to flag out the key issues
like we had earlier indicated, we have a bit of a backlog because we are dealing with some of
the past audited accounts. But what we would like to fully concentrate on is the issues that
were raised in the first and subsequent audited reports because nothing seems to have been
done. We intend to summon them. We have already written letters, through the Office of the
Clerk, to them indicating the information we require and we expect that immediately after or
by 31 we will have received the information and then we shall be able to sit with them and
enquire into these matters and see what they will have to say about the recurring issues that
are here. This is notwithstanding that we are faced with critical questions that have been
raised especially through Hon. Cathryn who raised some pertinent issues.

You will realize that most of the questions that she was raising have actually been
flagged off by the auditor. It simply implies that there are some issues that need to be
addressed. What we will be requesting, Mr Speaker, is for this House to allow us some time
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so that we can meet with these people, compile this report and bring it to this House for
Members’ in-depth interaction with it. The only other request that we will be asking you, Mr
Speaker, to consider, is the weighty matter especially on matters of time. We will be
requesting the Speaker to consider giving us some extra space as regards time so that we are
able to interrogate these officers and immediately, we will make a deduction and inference in
line with the facts presented to the committee. This will happen alongside the audited
accounts for OI’Kalou Water and Sanitation Company, the more reason we need more time.
It is also good to note that we have also not touched on audited financial statements for the
County Executive and Assembly for the financial years in question, which we also intend to
do. We promise that we have set ourselves in a way that we will be able to do some good
work that is going to put this County back on its feet and where officers become responsible
in the decisions they make every day. They should know that the decision they make today
should be justified years to come.

The great lesson for all officers of the government is to note that we are now dealing
with issues that happened three years ago. You can see how glaring some of them are and
therefore, it should be known to them that if they do their work right, they should rest assured
that they are okay. However, if they do them wrong, it does not matter how long it takes but it
will certainly catch up with them. It is therefore upon them to do things in the right way.

To that end, we would like to thank everybody who has made this exercise a success.
Thank you Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Thank you Hon. Mwangi Gichuki, the Leader of the Minority Party who
was standing in for the Chair, of the Committee on County Public Accounts and Investments
Committee (CPAIC).

Are there any comments or reactions from the Hon. Members? Yes, Hon. Isaac
Kung’u Wanjiru, Member for Wanjohi and Chair, Committee on Budget and Appropriations.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Thank you. | am happy you have seen me first because | had
seen Hon. Wambugu who is more senior than me on his feet.

Speaker: He didn’t catch my eye.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: I don’t want to belabour a lot on this report but I would like to
first and foremost congratulate the Committee for a very well written, structured and
simplified report that is easy to understand. | was able to go through this report within 10
minutes and able to capture the issues that have been flagged out. I am very amused that this
is CPAIC. That is very great.

What | would like to say because this is just a preliminary report is that there are very
serious issues coming out for the past few years. This tells us as an Assembly that this County
has not been doing well for the last three years. It has not been well both from the last regime
and now this one because this is our first year. My prayer to the Assembly and, particularly
the Speaker and the Chair, Liaison Committee, is that we really need to facilitate CPAIC. It
plays a very significant role in one of our core mandates of oversight. Serious oversight
emanates from interrogating the reports of the Auditor General. When the people will know
that the Assembly is serious and looking into these reports, the staff of this County will do as
required because they will know that there is an eye that is looking at what they are doing.

So, I am pleading with the Assembly and as much as we want all the committees to go
out, I can sympathize with them on the huge work that they have and | am not a Member of
CPAIC. As you can see from the report, it is only one government entity called
NYANDAWAS. This is a very small entity. You can imagine the kind of report that we will
be expecting for the County Executive and they have not touched it for three years. These are
the issues that, as an Assembly, we should be very serious looking at. If this Assembly is
going to make any sense and fulfil its mandate properly, some of these watchdog committees
need to be facilitated seriously. It is not about how many times the Members have gone out
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but what they have delivered and how much change they have caused within our County. We
have to agree on that! Surely, 1 will vouch for them and I would like them to be given as
much facilitation as possible as the Chair of the Committee on Budget and Appropriations. It
does not make any sense to come in this Assembly and appropriate money only for it to be
misused. We need to put as much effort as we put towards the Committee on Budget and
Appropriations to CPAIC. This should help us to check whether this money that has been
appropriated was used as purposed.

I don’t want to comment much about this report but when the final report comes, I
will be in a position to give a serious observation but in the meantime, let those people come
directly. Despite summoning the CECM, let the responsible persons at NYANDAWAS come
and answer some of these serious questions.

Thank you.

Speaker: Yes, Member for Kipipiri, Hon. Paul Ngeche

Hon. Paul Ngeche: Thank you, Mr Speaker for the opportunity. We should now take
things seriously. We are having the report now because, in the second Assembly, the
committee went to bed with the Executive. That was the reason. | can confirm that three-
quarters of the members of the committee are not here. They went to bed with the Executive.
That is why we cannot get a substantive report.

(Laughter)
(Hon. Mwangi Gichuki rose on a point of order)

Speaker: Who is out of order, Hon. Mwangi Gichuki?

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Mr Speaker, it is completely erroneous for the Member for
Kipipiri to speak for the committee. He is not a member of the committee, neither is he its
spokesperson.

Additionally, he needs to substantiate the ‘bed’ that he is talking about. Who is in it
and what are its blankets? We need clarity.

It is completely wrong for the said Member to purport that he has information about
the committee yet he is not a member of it. He should substantiate, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Hon. Paul Ngeche has the right to opinion. On that one, he is in order.
However, ...

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Mr Speaker, individual opinions are limited...

Speaker: Order! I am not through with my ruling. Hon. Paul Ngeche is, however, out
of order for launching prejudicial engagement regarding the committee. It is prejudicial to
incriminate the committee without substantiation.

In this regard, Hon. Paul Ngeche, as you proceed with your opinion, to which you are
entitled, you should substantiate how the committee went to bed with the Executive in the
second Assembly. How is the committee in bed with the Executive? If you do not
substantiate, you should withdraw the remarks and apologize to the committee.

(Hon. Thinji Kiriga rose in his place)

What is the information, Hon. Thinji Kiriga?

Hon. Thinji Kiriga: Mr Speaker, the argument of the Member for Kipipiri is purely
based on the attendance of the members of the committee in question in the House. two-thirds
of the members are not present. Thank you.

Speaker: Observation noted. However, that is not a justification for a non-
substantiated claim. Proceed, Hon. Paul Ngeche.
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Hon. Paul Ngeche: Mr Speaker, | will not belabour much on the issue of going to
bed. When one is not at their workstation, they are probably in bed, Mr Speaker. This tells
you where the members of the committee are. They are in bed, though we do not know
whether it is with the Executive. Probably, they will join us soonest possible.

Nonetheless, for the sake of the Minority Leader and the peace of our country, |
withdraw and apologize.

Mr Speaker, we have a lead to what we wanted to get. We only need to correct a
mistake that was committed some time back. The gaps in the report, probably, originate from
the failure of us as the oversight body to do our work. We need to devise a new way of
conducting oversight. Now we are finding the cause of the fault, but we should forge a way
of pushing forward. How do we avoid a repeat of the mess? By answering the question, we
get a new way of conducting oversight.

We should not be discussing who should be jailed where and when. Instead, we
should be discussing how resources will not be misused. We should ensure prudent use of
resources. Remember, we have limited resources. We receive limited financial resources
from CRA. For our county to progress, we should seal all loopholes. We should not focus on
whether Auditor General’s reports are qualified or adverse. We need to enjoy the fruits of
devolution.

When we are told that everything was done ‘upside down’, it means we got it wrong,
and hence Wanjiku does not enjoy the services of the county government.

Yesterday a Statement was sought about NANDAWAS. The company was discussed
in the first and second Assemblies. Now the third Assembly is discussing the same. Actually,
the Auditor General knows that there is a problem.

| am in agreement that the committee in question needs to be facilitated. But it should
not be facilitated to engage in sideshows or bringing half-baked reports. They should bring a
report that is....

(Laughter)
| conclude. Thank you.
(Laughter)

Speaker: Yes, Member for Leshau Pondo, Hon. Gathungu Kamau.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Thank you, Mr Speaker. As we discuss the ‘maiden’ report
of the CPAIC, | wish to remind ourselves that the committee has not done anything for the
last one year. The funny thing is...

Speaker: Hon. Gathungu Kamau, explain what the ‘maiden’ report of the CPAIC is.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: For the many months we have been in this third Assembly,
we have never heard anything from the committee. Whatever came from the committee was
presented in a confused way. It was not even presented by the chairperson of the committee. |
find it right for the Member for Kipipiri to state that the report at hand is half-baked.

The ‘maiden’ report victimizes NYANDAWAS. They should get a historical
background of NYANDAWAS. The latter is an institution that has been neglected by the
county government, if I may. The company operates on very meagre resources and without
the full support of the county government.

Mr Speaker, | wonder who prepared this report when the Leader of the Minority rises
and says that there is a motorbike that is worth Kshs.100,000 but was repaired with
Kshs.455,000. They should do some background check.
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(Hon. Mwangi Gichuki rose)

Speaker: What is it Leader of the Minority Party?

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: | would like you to bring to order Member for Leshau
Pondo. First of all, he is talking about a report. Which report? This Committee has not
presented a report and it is good for the learned Member representing the education sector to
be versed with what is a preliminary report. We are not reporting on anything. If there is a
query of acquisition of a motorbike of whatever nature, it is going to be verified at such a
time when we have sat with those people. We are looking at an audited report. If he has
issues to raise, they should be directed to the Auditor General before we bring this report
here. We will own the report once we bring it here. Right now, we have presented a
preliminary report! Alleging that that NYANDAWAS has been victimised, you are left to
wonder, by whom?

Mr Speaker, that is a language that you don’t even allow in the Assembly. Who is
victimising who and for what? Unless he has a way of substantiating his claims, he should
understand that we are presenting a preliminary report, which has looked at an audit query
that has been raised by a professional body. It is only at a matter of time when we come up
with a report here that he will be allowed to exercise ‘CBC’ matters. In the meantime, Mr
Speaker, he should just hold his horses.

Speaker: Thank you Hon. Member for expounding about a preliminary report. Hon.
Gathungu, just to jog your memory, CPAIC is an oversight committee on behalf of the
Assembly and therefore, any report shall not amount to victimisation unless substantiated as
such.

Kindly withdraw those remarks and proceed.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Thank you Mr Speaker. If it pleases them, since they seem
to have been cornered, that | withdraw, | withdraw.

Speaker: Order Hon. Gathungu. The remarks are not in line with the description of a
committee that bears oversight powers. Kindly withdraw.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Mr Speaker, | withdraw.

Speaker: Proceed.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Mr Speaker, using CPAIC language, they use the words
like unqualified, qualified and adverse. If | may judge this preliminary report, can we term it
as an adverse report as an Assembly? It is an adverse report because it is half-baked and they
should go back to factory settings and bring something substantive to this House.

Thank you Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Yes Hon. Cathryn Nyanwira. What is it?

Hon. Cathryn Nyawira: Mheshimiwa Spika, naona Mheshimiwa Gathungu
anapotosha hili Bunge. Amesema CPAIC haijawahi wasilisha ripoti katika hili Bunge.
Nikikumbuka vyema, nimewahi ona ripoti ya hiyo Kamati. Pili, Mheshimiwa Spika,
amesema kwamba mkurungenzi za NYANDAWAS ziko na ‘adverse opinion.” Naonelea
kwamba, yeye mwenyewe haelewi analosema.

(Laughter)
Naonelea inastahili akanushe hiyo sentensi and aombe msamaha.
(Hon. Isaac Kung'u rose on a point of information)

Speaker: What is your information Hon. Kung’u?
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Hon. Isaac Kung’u: May be | am amazed and would like to draw the attention of the
House that the former Chair of CPAIC was Hon. Gathungu. Today, we are seated here
looking at reports that go back three years while we should be looking at report of two years
back. What did he present in this House? He is one of the causes of these historical problems
that are in this House. It is very ironic that he is now castigating this Committee and he is the
cause of the problems.

(Laughter)
(Hon. Gathungu Kamau rose)

Speaker: What is it Hon. Gathungu.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Mr Speaker, the last Assembly was not an Assembly.
Almost three quarters of the House was in the ‘bedroom’ with the County Executive. We
could not bring any report into this House. They had more soldiers. The Governor, then,
could not allow any report to be passed in this House. For the last three years, we did not do
anything and that is why we have the backlog.

Speaker: Thank you for that information Hon. Gathungu. However, | refer you
alongside Hon. Cathryn Nyawira to consult the Hansard so that we can be sure whether this
House is receiving the maiden report from the Committee. That matter will rest at that.

Yes Hon. Muhindi Kariuki.

Hon. Muhindi Kariuki: Thank you Mr Speaker. | appreciate the sentiments of the
former CPAIC chairperson. | would like to inform him that CPAIC, as Hon. Ngeche has said,
is a mortician’s committee unless the law changes or something else is done like he has
proposed. The Committee deals with ‘dead’ matters. We don’t deal with thieves when they
are stealing but after they have stolen. That is our mandate as stipulated in the law.

Further, although the Supreme Court has held that the original jurisdiction for
oversight of County Government’s matters lies with the County Assembly, it is unfortunate
that the Senate, since they are not very busy, they first pick on the reports of the counties.
Despite the fact the Constitution has said that the original jurisdiction lies with the County
Assemblies, we only look at matters once they have gone through the Senate. For example,
on the issue of NYANDAWAS, we are interrogating what we will be presenting because the
Senate has already summoned the Governor of Nyandarua County.

(Hon. Isaac Kung'u rose on a point of information)

Speaker: What is your information, Hon. Kung’u?

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: | want to inform Hon. Muhindi and he has a very good argument
and ask him a question. Is it not that the report goes to the Senate first? When reports are
released by the Auditor General, they are released to all the Assemblies including this
Assembly. What happens is that the Senate works faster than the County Assembly, which
we are trying to say right now that it is upon us to work faster because we have the original
jurisdiction. Actually, there is a change in law such that by the time the Governor goes to the
Senate, he should be accompanied by the CPAIC Chair and two other Members. It will be
very shameful to accompany the Governor when the Senate is two years ahead of us. We
need to wake up, as an Assembly, and play our role very fast.

Speaker: Thank you. Hon. Muhindi proceed.

Hon. Muhindi Kariuki: Thank you Mr Speaker. As we move forward, | hope we are
guided by the Standing Orders of this House that whenever a Member rises on a point of
information, you ought to ask the other Member whether they need that information.
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(Laughter)

This is because only a point of order requires me to sit and not a point of information.
What the Member is saying is exactly what | am saying. The Senate is ahead. Why are they
ahead? One, it is because the County Assembly of Nyandarua cannot bring the Governor
here. We cannot interrogate the Governor and he can only come to give the state of the
County address. However, the Senate has the power and can summon the Governor. Mr
Speaker, | wish to stop there for now. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Yes, Hon. Cate Nyawira, Specially elected member from Kiriita Ward and
Vice Chairperson Committee on Implementation

Hon. Cate Nyawira: | wish to start by thanking this Committee for this preliminary
report that is thoroughly done. | am sure that the final report will have very many answers for
the questions and concerns raised. Mr Speaker, just a few months ago, NYANDAWAS held
public participation which was aimed at withdrawing standing charges that are paid by the
public. However, the charges that will henceforth be paid will be higher. If one consumes six
units, they would pay 750 shillings instead of 480 shillings. There is a lie that is told nicely. If
we are not careful and follow the route of not scrutinizing the company’s reports, the
company itself will not be successful in its operations in the next few years.

The company has water supply challenges. Pipe works are broken. People steal water.
| hence urge this Assembly to strictly do its oversight role, especially over the company in
order to save it. Thank you.

Speaker: Thank you Members for your valued contributions. I now request Hon.
Mwangi Gichuki, who is representing the chairperson of the committee, to tell the House
when the committee will bring a comprehensive report. As you do that, enlighten us on what
happens to the Auditor General’s report. Will it gather dust on the shelves? What happens to
it?

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Mr Speaker, the former chairman would have been better
placed to tell us what happened to the committee reports, if they were there. Unfortunately,
he has left the House.

Mr Speaker, we have written to the company seeking information. We hope they will
have received the request by the 31% of this month. We expect to have a meeting with its
representatives the whole of next week, after which we plan to retreat to compile a
comprehensive report. So, within fourteen days we shall deliver a report.

| remind the Member for Kipipiri that auditing is a process, and what we are doing is
not concentrating only on what the Auditor General said. There would not have been a reason
to proceed with the interrogations if the report was final.

The committee has a legal mandate to exercise. We might do the exercise in two
hours, but there are issues to look into. | promise the house that we will do a thorough job. |
promise we will not sit to incriminate anybody, too. We shall just look at the facts with the
aim of strengthening the company. | wanted to emphasize that.

| wish the Member for Leshau Pondo was here. | would have advised him to keep
close contact with the Member for Kiriita because she understands that we are endeavouring
to assist the residents of Leshau Pondo. The Member hence should be keen to ensure that the
services provided by the company to his people are appropriate. He should ensure that the
resources held in trust by NYANDAWAS for the people of Leshau Pondo are safe. He can
only engage in these discussions with the aim of ascertaining that his people are properly
represented and that the services that are expected from NYANDAWAS fall within the
expected standards.

Mr Speaker, allow us fourteen days to present the report.
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Speaker: Fourteen days are quite in order.
Next order.
ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Members, there being no other business, this House adjourns to today
Wednesday, the 26" day of July 2023, at 2.30 p.m.

(The House rose at 10.45 a.m.)
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