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REPUBLIC OF KENYA

NYANDARUA COUNTY ASSEMBLY
3RD ASSEMBLY — 2NP SESSION

OFFICIAL REPORT

Tuesday, 26 September 2023

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chambers at 9.30 am.
(The Speaker, Hon. Wachira Waiganjo, in the Chair)

PRAYER

Speaker: Hon. Members welcome to today’s sitting of Tuesday, 26" day of September
2023 at 9.30 am.

QUORUM CALL AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SITTING

(Quorum was present as confirmed by the Clerk- at-the-Table)

Quorum having been confirmed, we can proceed with business of the day. First order.
COMMUNICATION(S) FROM THE CHAIR
1. COMMITTEES’ BUSINESS

Speaker: Hon. Members, as you have heard from the Leader of the Majority Party,
there are several pending businesses that require reporting from the Chairpersons of
Committees. Going forward, once a Chairperson commits to respond or report to this House
within a particular time, the House Business Committee shall always slot the business in the
Notice Paper when the business falls due.

I, therefore, urge all committees to take the timelines on the commitment of the business
of this House seriously and report on time.

Hon Members, on the issue of reporting, last week on 19" September at 9.30 am Hon.
Edinald Wambugu King’ori the Chairperson of the Public Service, Administration, and
Devolution informed the House that some businesses had been overtaken by events while
others had not received any response from the Executive despite several requests for
information.

On this issue of the businesses being overtaken by events, | implore the committees to
adhere to the timelines so that responses are timely. Further, | urge all chairpersons to have a
written response to each issue raised in a statement or a report under consideration.

On the issue of non-responsiveness by the Executive on request for information, | urge
all committees to always do reminders for any requests sought and if the County Executive
Committee Member or any officer fails to respond, the issue of summons and sanctions as
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provided under Article 195 of the constitution and Powers and Privileges Act should be
instituted.

| therefore direct the Chairperson of the Committee on Public Service, Administration,
and Devolution to respond to all the statements on each issue raised.

Kindly take note.

2. WELCOMING TEACHERS AND STUDENTS FROM LESHAU BOYS’ SECONDARY SCHOOL

Honourable Members, | wish to notify you that today the 26" day of September, 2023,
we have the honour to welcome teachers and students from Leshau Boys’ High School in
Ndaragwa Sub County of our County Nyandarua.

There are a total of forty-eight members of the school’s debating club, and three
teachers who are leading the delegation namely;

1. Mr. Samuel Gichuhi - Deputy Principal
2. Mr. John Mwangi Irungu - Patron
3. Mrs. Loise Maina - Patron
In the delegation, we also have the leadership of the students and the club led by;
1. Mr. John Macharia Murugami - School Captain
2. Mr. Miller Kuchacha Muturi - Academic Captain
3. Mr. John Maina Githinji - Club treasurer

As an assembly, we have a standing tradition of warmly welcoming our visitors more
so students or pupils as we deliberate on important matters touching on the County.

| therefore ask you Honourable Members to join me in applauding the teachers and
students of Leshau Boys’ High School as aforesaid.

Finally, I wish to thank the area Member of the County Assembly (Kiriita), namely
Hon. Milka Wanjiru Ndirangu for ensuring the school is accommodated appropriately at the
Assembly during our plenary today.

Thank you.

Next order. But before we go there, | wish to call the Leader of the Majority Party to
read the Notice Paper for the week. Welcome, Hon. Elijah Mwangi Nyaga, Member for
Kaimbaga and Leader of the Majority Party.

NOTICE PAPER
26TH -27TH SEPTEMBER 2023

Hon. Mwangi Nyagah: Thank you Mr Speaker, Sir, for taking note of the procedures
and inviting me to take the House through the Notice Paper for the week. | am glad that we
have corrected the issue in a timely way.

Before | read the Notice Paper, let me take a moment to welcome the teachers and
students of Leshau Boys’ Secondary School. To the students, this is a great moment that we
have here noting that this is one of the best schools in Nyandarua County. We are very proud
of the school especially for the performance that they have posted through the years. This is a
moment for the students to learn on the modalities and operations of the Assembly. This is a
replica of the National Assembly and I wish them a good time as they learn on how we operate
in the Assembly.

Mr Speaker, Sir, if you may allow me, | wish to take the Members through the Notice
Paper for the week, that is, 26" to 27" September 2023.
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DATE/TIME BUSINESS SPONSOR
Tuesday 26
September 2023
9.30a.m

Communication from the Chair

Messages

Petitions

Papers

1. The Public Finance Management
(Nyandarua County Lake Ol’Bolossat
Sports Tourism and Conservation
Half Marathon Fund) Regulations,
2023

2. Report of the Committee on Lands,
Physical Planning and  Urban
Development on the Ol Kalou
Municipality Quarterly report and
financial statements for the period
ended June, 2023

Hon. Samuel Rimui Kaiyani
(Chairperson, Committee on
Trade, Cooperatives, Tourism
and Industrialization)

Hon. John Thuo Gachino
(Chairperson Lands, physical
planning and urban
development)

Notices of motion

Statements

1. Response to a statement on status of
ECDE Milk-feeding program and
progress on the reintroduction

Hon. Peter Gathungu Kamau
(Chairperson committee on
Education, Children Gender

Motions and Bills

1. Motion on the formulation of
guidelines on naming of various
county facilities and honouring of the
county heroes and heroine

affairs, culture and Social
services)
Hon. John Thuo Gachino
(M.C.A. Kanjuiri-Ridge
Ward)

Tuesday 26t
September 2023
2.30p.m.

Communication from the Chair
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DATE/TIME BUSINESS SPONSOR
Papers
1. Report of the Budget and |[Hon. Isaac Kung’u Wanjiru
Appropriations committee on |(Chairperson Budget and
Approval of the Emergency Fund |[Appropriation Committee)
Expenditure- CECM, Finance,
Economic Planning and ICT
Notices of Motions
Statements
1. Response to a statement on the [Hon. Isaac Kung’u Wanjiru
status of revenue collection during ((Chairperson  Budget and
the transition period and the [appropriation committee)
expenditures thereof
Hon. Isaac Kung’u Wanjiru
2. Response on a statement on LSOs, ((Chairperson Budget and
Local Purchase Orders, Vouchers [appropriation committee)
on Payments Made for Machinery
Fuel and Contractors with the
names of the projects paid for
Motions and Bills
1. Motion on the preparedness to |[Hon. Isaac Kamau Mbae
deal with el nino rains (M.C.A. Githioro Ward)
Wednesday 27"
September 2023
9.30a.m.
Papers
1. Preliminary report of the Committee | Hon  Edinald  Wambugu
on Public Service, Administration and | King’ori (Chairperson, Public
Devolution on recruitment of Health | service, administration and
Workers Devolution)
Hon. Duncan Githinji Chege
2. Preliminary Report of the Committee | (Chairperson Committee on
on County Public accounts and | County Public Accounts and
investment on Special Audit Report | Investment)
on COVID-19 Vaccine roll out for the
Nyandarua County Government as at
31 March 2022
Notices of Motions
Statements
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DATE/TIME BUSINESS SPONSOR
1. Response to a statement from the | Hon Kassana Hussein
Committees on Finance, | Ndung’u (Chairperson

Economic Planning and ICT,;
Health Services; and Public
Service, Administration and
Devolution on the Nyandarua
County Taskforce on Pending
Bills, Finance and Revenue
Collections, Health and Public
Service.

2. Response to a statement on the
status titling of public land in the
county and the survey of public
land meant for public amenities
which should include survey of
roads and road reserves.

3. Response to a statement sought by
Hon. Reuben Gitau Karanja on
road closure by Machinery
Limited Scheme between
Olbolosat Scheme and Kirima
Scheme

Committee on Legal Affairs,
Labour Relations and
Intergovernmental Relations
and Coordination Committee)

Hon John Thuo Gachino
(Chairperson committee on
Lands, physical planning and
urban development)

Hon John Thuo Gachino
(Chairperson committee on
Lands, Physical Planning and
Urban Development)

Motions and Bills

Wednesday 27t
September 2023
2.30p.m.

Papers

1.

Report of the Committee on County
Public accounts and investment on
Reports of the Auditor General on the
Nyandarua Water and Sanitation
Company Limited for the FY ended
30" June 2019, 30" June 2020 and
30" June 2021

Report of the Committee on County
Public accounts and investment on
Report of the Auditor General on
County Executive of Nyandarua for
the year ended 30 June 2021

Hon. Duncan Githinji Chege
(Chairperson Committee on
County Public Accounts and
Investment)

Hon. Duncan Githinji Chege
(Chairperson Committee on
County Public Accounts and
Investment)
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DATE/TIME BUSINESS

SPONSOR

Notices of Motions

1. Report of the Committee on County
Public accounts and investment on
Reports of the Auditor General on the
Nyandarua Water and Sanitation
Company Limited for the FY ended
30" June 2019, 30" June 2020 and 30"
June 2021

Hon. Duncan Githinji Chege
(Chairperson Committee on
County Public Accounts and
Investment)

Statements

1. Response to the statement sought by
Hon. Paul Kiruka Mburu on the status
of construction of Ngano Stadium

Hon. Joseph Kuria Thuo
(Chairperson, Committee on
Youth Affairs, Sports and the

Arts)

Motions

***This Notice Paper is prepared and published pursuant to Standing Orders 40 and
41

Next order
PAPERS
LAKE OL’BOLOSSAT SPORTS TOURISM AND CONSERVATION HALF MARATHON FUND

Speaker: Yes, Member for Kaimbaga Ward, Hon. Mwangi Nyaga

Hon. Mwangi Nyaga: On behalf of the Chairperson Committee on Trade,
Cooperatives, Tourism and Industrialization, Hon. Rimui Kaiyani, | beg to table the Public
Finance Management (Nyandarua County Lake OI’Bolossat Sports Tourism and Conservation
Half Marathon Fund) Regulations, 2023. | table.

Speaker: The regulations are duly tabled. | refer the paper to the Committee on
Delegated County Legislation for consideration.

(Hon. Isaac Kung'u rose on a point of information)

Speaker: What is it Hon. Isaac Kung’u?

Hon. Isaac Kungu: Thank you, Mr Speaker. As you commit the Public Finance
Management (Nyandarua County Lake OI’Bolossat Sports Tourism and Conservation Half
Marathon Fund) Regulations, 2023. There is some information | want to give to the House and
specifically to the Chairperson and the Committee Members of the Committee on Delegated
County Legislations. Generally, regulations are supposed to take 28 days before being
approved by this House. I am talking on behalf of the chairperson of the Committee on Trade,
Cooperatives and Industrialization where the business originated from and | am aware this is
an urgent business for this House. The executive has requested for Ol’Bolossat Marathon and
it is slated for 22"Y November 2023. As we are all aware it is Kenya Athletics gives dates for

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A
certified copy of the Hansard Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor.



26 September 2023 COUNTY ASSEMBLY DEBATES 7

those marathons and they should not go beyond November. We are in competition with
Kakamega county for that date since they are so close together and there are specific
requirements we are supposed to meet. One is to open a special purpose account for that
marathon where donors and sponsors can deposit money and whose accounting and
requisitions will be made independently. There are sponsors like Safaricom and Isuzu Kenya
who have shown interests in Lake Ol’Bolossat. As such cannot take 28 days to pass these
regulations because by 30" of this month today being 26" we need to have an account. | am
therefore requesting...

(Hon. Paul Ngeche rose on a point of order)

Speaker: What is your point of order Member for Kipipiri?

Hon. Paul Ngeche: Mr Speaker is it in order for Hon. Kung’u to direct how it should
be done yet you have the mandate to do it and the committee has the powers to deal with the
issue? You did not rule on that.

Speaker: Member for Kipipiri, the Member for Wanjohi is just giving his opinion
then the Speaker will give his ruling and directions in regard to that matter. Member for
Wanjohi, proceed.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: The reason for doing this is not to dictate to or undermine
anybody. I know this thing was done over the weekend. ..

Speaker: Member for Wanjohi, you do not need to respond to that. Just proceed along
the line you were in.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: For the interest of this county and the urgency of the matter, |
urge that as the chairman takes time to meet with the respective CECM, he considers that. As
a senior Member of this House, I know and Hon. Ngeche knows, that regulations take 28 days
and if we take the route, it will not be beneficial for this purpose.

Speaker: Thank you for that information and I will give directions in regard to that in
this afternoon’s sitting.

Next order.

(Hon. Paul Ngeche rose on a point of order)

Yes, Member for Kipipiri.

Hon. Paul Ngeche: Mr Speaker you have not committed that business to the
Committee on Delegated County Legislations and we need to know whether you will be
referring it to the committee this afternoon.

(Hon. Mwangi Gichuki rose on a point of order)

Speaker: Let me first... Member for Kipipiri, the Speaker stated that he will be
referring the business to the committee this afternoon and give relevant direction. | do not
know whether you are dissatisfied with the directions of the Speaker.

Hon. Paul Ngeche: I am okay. | am a Member of the committee on Delegated County
Legislations and | saw business.

Speaker: | will be giving directions in the afternoon. Member for Engineer and the
Leader of Minority.

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Mr Speaker you have already ruled. I was wondering whether
the Member for Kipipiri doubts the ability of the Speaker in making decisions but you have
responded to him appropriately.

Speaker: Next order.
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2. OL’KALOU MUNICIPALITY QUARTERLY REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR
THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 2023

Yes, Hon. John Thuo Gachino, the chairperson of the Committee on Lands, Physical
Planning and Urban Development and Member for Kanjuiri Ridge.

Hon. Thuo Gachino: Thank you Mr Speaker. On this matter | will seek leave since
we have not had enough time to meet with the team from Ol’Kalou Municipality.

Speaker: Hon. Gachino, in my earlier communication | directed that business should
be taken with expediency. What is the reason? Is there no facilitation? Make members
understand.

Hon. Thuo Gachino: There is no facilitation. We need to be facilitated.

Speaker: You need to be facilitated. How much time do you need to meet with them
so that you can report to the House.

Ho. Thuo Gachino: 14 days.

(Hon. Mwangi Nyaga rose on a point of order)

Speaker: What is it Leader of Majority?

Hon. Mwangi Nyaga: Mr Speaker | do not think it is in order for the chairman to
request for 14 days considering the urgency of the matter; 14 days are too many. We need to
deal with that issue because some of the pre-conditions of World Bank money are pegged on
that issue. | am pleading with the Speaker that the committee is directed to dispense with the
matter within this week otherwise the World Bank will take away the money it has granted.
We need to fast track this but I do not know whether it would be in order for the chairman to
request for fewer days now that he had requested for 14 days. In your wisdom, look at the
issue because the | am aware that the chairperson has been pursuing this for the last one month.
It is important that we address the matter.

(Hon. James Gachomba rose on a point of information)

Speaker: Thank you, Leader of Majority. Yes, Member for Njabini/ Kiburu

Hon. James Gachomba: Thank you Mr Speaker. | want to inform the Leader of
Majority that this is a quarterly report. It is not about the donor giving money or not. The
chairperson is in order to seek 14 days more to make sure that the Municipal Board comes. |
do not think there is any way it will bar the World Bank from funding this county.

Hon. Mwangi Nyaga: Mr Speaker this is a quarterly report but | was pleading with
him to move it within this week and that way we shall dispense with it and other very pertinent
and pending issues that pertain the municipality. In your wisdom Mr Speaker, you will give
the right judgement.

Speaker: Chairman of the Committee on Lands, Planning, Urban Development,
respond to the Leader of Majority.

Hon. Thuo Gachino: Thank you Mr Speaker. | appreciate him for requesting that you
give us fewer days but 14 days are enough for us.

Speaker: | do not think it will inconvenience any operation of the county if done
within 14 days as opposed to seven days.

Hon. Thuo Gachino: We are asking for 14 days because we do not know the plans
of the Members of the Municipal Board.

Speaker: Very well. 14 days have been granted. Clerk, put it on record that within 14
days Hon. Gachino will be presenting the report.

Next order.
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STATEMENTS

PERSONAL STATEMENT

Before we grant Hon. Peter Gathungu, an alumnus of Leshau Boys Secondary School
which is here; | am sure your principal is present and you must prove that you are applying
what you learnt, we shall allow Hon. Kassana who has a personal statement to make. Proceed,
Member for Magumu.

Hon. Hussein Kassana: Thank you, Mr Speaker, for granting me the opportunity to
give my thanks. | would like to sincerely express my gratitude to you, Hon. Speaker, fellow
Hon. Members, and the members of staff for the support you all accorded me and my entire
family during our bereavement.

It is not easy losing a person, more so, one as close as a mother. However, your
presence, kindness, and compassion made the hard times bearable. It meant a great deal to me
that you took time off your busy schedule to come and condole with us.

I know it was not easy travelling the long distances, but you sacrificed your comfort
and made it a priority to be there for my family and me. Thank you for all the advice and
direction you were able to give my family and | when organizing the funeral. It took a lot of
pressure off us during the trying period. | also want to thank you, Mr Speaker, for your
thoughtful and meaningful words at the burial.

You brought light and comfort to me and my family during this very difficult time, and
we are eternally grateful for that, and our friendship. For the technical support as well as
financial and emotional sacrifice each and every one of you made, | can never thank you
enough, but I leave you with the words of Psalms 67, verse 1: May God be gracious to you and
bless you and make his face shine upon you. Thank you, Hon. Members.

Speaker: Thank you, Hon. Hussein Kassana. We wish you peace during this hard
moment.

Let us move on to Hon Gathungu Kamau, who is the Chairperson of the Committee on
Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and Social Services and a ranking Member. He
is serving his second term as a Member of Leshau Pondo.

STATUS OF ECDE MILK -FEEDING PROGRAMME AND PROGRESS ON REINTRODUCTION

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for granting me this opportunity.
Before | respond to the statement, Mr. Speaker, I'll first start by warmly welcoming visitors
from my Alma Mater, from where I'm very proud to have come. The visitors comprise teachers,
prefects and students. | was in Leshau Boys for four years and I'm proud to have come out of
the school.

We used to say that we went there as boys and came out as men, having been made
hardy boys by the school. I'm really proud that we have accommodated the visitors today in
the Assembly. First, | give an apology of, Hon. Wanjiru Ndirangu, the Member for Kiriita
Ward, the latter where the school is located.

It might sound funny that Leshau Boys is not in Leshau Pondo Ward but in Kiriita
Ward, just as Kiriita location is in Leshau Pondo Ward. It's all upon how the boundaries were
demarcated.

Hon. Wanjiru Ndirangu is the only elected woman in Nyandarua County and in this
Assembly. So, in Kiriita Ward women power can be felt. We are proud of that.

Having schooled at Leshau Pondo Boys, | once again welcome the teachers and
students. | would say that Leshau Boys is the Starehe Centre of Nyandarua County. It is one of
the best schools we have around.
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There is a time I had a debate with Hon. Isaac Kung’u who went to Nyandarua High
School, and I was telling him that...

(Hon. Mwangi Gichuki rose on a point of order)

Speaker: What is it, Minority Leader?

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: You know, Mr. Speaker, | am completely appreciative of the
ability of Leshau Boys. My only question is the measure the Member may have used to
determine the ranking of the school. I trust that Nyandarua County has great schools, including
Leshau Boys. But of course, we may need some bit of clarification from the Member on the
criterion he is using to make this kind of determination. Thank you.

Speaker: Proceed, Member for Leshau Pondo. You are at liberty to respond or ignore
the concern raised on the criterion you used.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. No one can rule out that Leshau
Boys is the Starehe Centre of Nyandarua County. It has proved through performance, Mr
Speaker.

We are really proud that a high-ranking staff of this Assembly, Mr Mukiri Muchiri, is
also from the school. Mr Mutahi, the Clerk Assistant, and some staff of the Executive went to
the school, too. So, the school has produced so much human resource.

Mostly, Leshau Boys does not produce politicians; it churns out technocrats. I'm the
only politician from the school in this Assembly, Mr. Speaker.

| am proud of the visitors, and mine is to really encourage the boys.

Speaker: Member for Leshau Pondo, to emphasize on your pride, | request the CEO
of the Assembly, Mr Mukiri Muchiri, to stand for recognition.

(The Clerk of the Assembly, Mr Mukiri Muchiri, rose and bowed with reverence)

That is Clerk. He's an old boy of Leshau Boys. This should also emphasize your answer
to the Minority Leader.

Proceed.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: The school is a ‘home of technocrats’, Mr. Speaker. It
produced a technocrat who is now the highest-ranking officer in this Assembly, Mr. Speaker.

The school has also produced professors, Mr. Speaker. The vice-chancellor of Riara
University, Professor Gateru, is an old boy of Leshau Boys, Mr. Speaker. We are not overdoing
it. It is that we are a home of professionals.

I would like to encourage the young men. They should know that in this House, we
conduct oversight, represent and develop legislations. Students, I really encourage you. | would
like one, or many of you, to join even the next Assembly. Leshau Boys should start producing
even politicians. The school should move from the line of technocrats to that of politicians.

Mr. Speaker, | also appreciate you for granting the students an opportunity to come
here. It is something that we have been doing. It is a learning experience, and | even encourage
the school’s debating club to be visiting. Teachers, you are welcome whenever you feel that
you need to give these young men an exposure. We are open to welcome you any other time
you feel you want to visit this Assembly.

In the old times, councillors were known not to be very bright academicians, and |
would like to tell you, even in this Assembly...

(Hon. James Gachomba rose on a point of order)

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A
certified copy of the Hansard Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor.



26 September 2023 COUNTY ASSEMBLY DEBATES 11

Speaker: What is it Hon. James Gachomba? | recognize that you were a councillor.
Hon. James Gachomba: Mr. Speaker, the Member should substantiate how the former
councillors were not educated.

(Laughter)

In myself, | have a Bachelor of Science degree in Community Development. | have a
Diploma in Community Governance from Jomo Kenyatta University. Can he substantiate how
they were not educated.

(Hon. Mwangi Nyaga rose on a point of order)

Speaker: The Majority Leader was also a councillor.

Hon. Mwangi Nyaga: Mr Speaker, | wish to inform him that the Majority Leader of
this Assembly is a former councillor and a former chairperson of the Ol’Kalou Municipal
Board. He gained a Bachelor of Commerce back in 1998.

| am one of the most learned. | was one of the most learned even during my tenure in
the defunct local authority. If we make comparison with him, we might sound ‘otherwise’.

Speaker: Member for Leshau Pondo, you are out of order. The two former councillors,
you know, have proved their academic potential. Proceed, though.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | can say these are special cases.
Honourable Gachomba is serving his fourth term, a record fourth term. Specifically, 20 years
as a legislator. Additionally, some of the students who are here today, when Councillor
Gachomba was in office were not born. Interestingly, they will be voting in the next election.

Hon. Mwangi Nyaga is an exceptional case. We really appreciate him for having served
in the council and now he is in the Assembly. But what | want to say is that MCAs are better
than the councillors.

In this Assembly, we have Master's students — my colleagues Hon. Paul Ngeche, who
is pursuing his Master's degree, as well as the Chairman for the Committee on Finance,
Economic Planning and ICT, Hon. Zachary Njeru, alias Descartes. I'm also pursuing a Master's
degree, Mr. Speaker. So, it shows that even academicians are in politics.

It's an encouragement to the students. As they continue learning, | expect that in future
among them will be doctors...

(Hon. Isaac Mbae rose)

Speaker: What is it Hon. Mbae?

Hon. Isaac Mbae: I want Hon. Gathungu to clarify who is Hon. Descartes. We don’t
a Member in this House going by that name.

Speaker: Hon. Gathungu, Hon. Descartes is a stranger in the House although in his last
remarks he said Hon. Mwangi Njeru. Is that the case?

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Thank you Mr Speaker. As you know, the Member for
Nyakio and the philosopher, Hon. Njeru is referred in this House as Descartes. | know, if you
go back to school, you will know who Descartes was. He was a philosopher.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, as | have said, mine is to encourage these students and we wish
them all the best. | know you will give an opportunity to the Members, probably, to encourage
them in their academic journey. What | want to remind them is that they are there for a season
and a reason. Try all your best to study and you will become what you want. Pursue your goals
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and with God, you will achieve them and become what you want. You just need to be focused
and disciplined.

Thank you once again, Mr Speaker, for those remarks and | seek your directions on
whether you will give members a chance of make their remarks before 1 go on with the
statement.

Speaker: You can just proceed with your statement because it is quite lengthy and then
we will proceed with the response by Hon. Gachino, thereafter, I will accord the Members a
chance to make their comments.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Thank you Mr Speaker. | would like the students to know
that | am the Chairperson of the Committee on Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture
and Social Services. We say our cash crop is education.

This is a preliminary report of Committee on Education, Children, Gender Affairs,
Culture and Social Services on the statement sought by Hon. Naomi Muthoni Ngatia on school
feeding programme on September 2023.

Background

On 30" November,2022, pursuant to Standing Orders no 46 (2) (c), the Hon. Naomi
Muthoni Ngatia sought a statement on the status of the County Milk Feeding Programme from
the Chairperson of the Committee on Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and Social
Services.

(The Speaker, Hon. Stephen Waiganjo, left the Chair)
(The Deputy Speaker, Hon. Chege Gathirimu, assumed the Chair)

In the aforementioned statement, she sought for the following information:

1. A detailed monitoring and evaluation report of the programme since its
inception detailing, inter alia, the allocations per year vis a vis the expenditure
thereof, the output per year and the outcome to-date;

2. A list of beneficiaries of the school milk feeding programme per financial year
including the current financial year;

3. The frequency with which pupils were provided with milk per year and whether
the feeding programme is sustainable;

4. The Challenges the department is facing during the implementation of the
programme;

5. Whether there is a policy guiding the school-feeding programme and if in the
affirmative, the same be submitted to the County Assembly for consideration;

6. Any other information relating to the milk feeding programme and such other
recommendations that the committee may deem fit.

Honourable Speaker, upon acknowledgement of the statement sought, the Speaker
directed that the Committee on Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and Social
Services does consider the matter and report back to the House within 45 days.

Committee proceedings
Honourable Speaker, in a letter dated 30" November 2022, the Committee of

Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and Social Services in the County, wrote to the
corresponding department seeking information on the statement sought.
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The CECM for the department of Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and
Social Services submitted his response through the office of the clerk through a letter dated
14™ December 2022.

Upon perusing the documents on 17" and 18" days of January 2023, the Committee
found the information inadequate and resolved to invite the CECM to a Committee sitting
scheduled to take place on 2" March 2023, however, the meeting did not materialize due to
unavoidable circumstances. Other subsequent meetings were arranged and were overtaken by
other events, among them being a meeting scheduled on 29" May 2023.

Honourable Speaker, on 13" June 2023, the Committee held a meeting at the
Nyandarua County Assembly Hall with officials from the department on Education, Children,
Gender affairs, Culture and Social services and discoursed on the feeding program.

However, the committee observed that there were gaps in the submission and it
therefore resolved to have the Department of Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and
Social Services provides more information.

Honourable Speaker, in this regard, | therefore seek the leave of the House to table the
comprehensive response to the statement after 30 days.

Thank you, Honourable Speaker.

Hon. Gathungu, did you state the number of days that you would require?

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Yes, Mr Speaker. | have said that | am seeking the leave of
the House to table the comprehensive response to the statement after 30 days.

Speaker: That is well noted. Hon. Member, the leave has been granted. Next order.

MOTION (S)

FORMULATION OF GUIDELINES ON NAMING OF VARIOUS COUNTY FACILITIES AND HONOURING
OF THE COUNTY HEROES AND HEROINE

Yes. Hon. John Thuo Gachino, Member of County Assembly for Kanjuiri Range Ward
and Chair, the Committee on Lands, Housing, Physical Planning and Urban Development.

Proceed.

Hon. Thuo Gachino: Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to move the following motion:

Aware that Heroes Act No. 5 of 2014 provides a legal framework for the recognition
and celebration of individuals who have made significant contributions to the Country, whether
in the field of politics, sports, culture, or other areas.

Further aware that section 16 of the Kenya Heroes Act No. 5 of 2014 provides that: -

“The County Executive Committees established under Article 183 of the
Constitution shall be responsible for the administration of the heroes’ honours
system in their respective counties in accordance with the provisions of this
Act.”

Noting that Nyandarua County boasts of being home of several living and deceased
heroes and heroines who have made tremendous contributions to both the county and the nation
such as J.M Kariuki, Mukami Kimathi, John Njigoya Kagwe, alias Brigadier Kiboko among
others; the naming of major landmarks is one of the many ways through which we can honour
our heroes and heroines in order to bestow dignity and appreciate them as a county;

Concerned that County Government has not yet established a legal framework for the
honour, award and recognition of County heroes and Heroines;
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Appreciating that the County Government can adopt the naming of major roads, streets,
highways, public spaces, public amenities and public buildings after the names of county
heroes and heroines will be an indication of the county’s collective gratitude and appreciation
for their unmatched contributions to the county and the Country.

Now therefore, this House urges;

a) That the County Executive Committee through the County Executive Committee
Member on Public Service, Administration and Devolution does, within 60 days,
formulate a framework for the honour, recognition and award of County Heroes and
Heroines; and

b) That the County Government through County Executive Committee does petition the
National Heroes Council to recognize and award the national heroes and heroine from
Nyandarua who have made significant contributions to the country, in the field of
politics, sports, culture, freedom fighting and/or other areas.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. I now call Hon. Hussein Kassana to second

Speaker: Yes, Member for Magumu, Hon Hussein Kassana

Hon. Hussein Kassana: Mr Speaker Sir, | second.

(Question proposed)

Speaker: Yes, Member for Kipipiri, Hon. Paul Ngeche

Hon. Paul Ngeche: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | wish to appreciate the Leshau Boys
fraternity for paying us a visit. I now know that they have an idea of what happens in the House.
| personally never made it to Leshau Boys but went to Miharati High School. As a family, we
have one of our sons at Leshau Boys, Benson Kamau who is almost leaving the gallery now.
He is my cousin and | am happy to see that they are doing quite a good job. | wish the Leshau
Boys fraternity success in their forthcoming exams.

Mr Speaker, as we pass this Motion, | wish to bring to the attention of the House that
we had a similar motion in the Second Assembly. I think it was about erecting a Dedan Kimathi
memorial statue here at Ol’Kalou. That was never actualised. Mr Speaker, we need a
framework of how to go about it because after passing this you now might also find other
people coming up. You might for example find a road named Hon. Mwangi Gichuki road, a
market named after Hon. Isaac Kung’u among many others. It is a good thing but we need the
necessary framework after it has successfully been passed in the House. Hon. Gachomba for
example should be remembered at Njabini for serving for 20 years. Mr Speaker, | support this
progressive motion. Thank you.

Speaker: Yes, Member for Wanjohi, Hon Isaac Kung’u.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Mr Speaker, | rise to support this good Motion by Hon. Thuo
Gachino. I think it is time that we start appreciating our heroes and heroines when they are
alive rather than just flocking their burials when they are gone. We all remember what recently
happed to Mukami Kimathi who never enjoyed the dispensary that was named after her after
she was gone. We also remember the case of his Excellency the Right Honourable Amolo
Odinga coming to launch the J.M Hospital after the change of name from OI’Kalou Hospital.
The Hospital was named J.M hospital long after he was gone. We need to have a framework
as a county to celebrate our people when they are alive.

Mr Speaker, we have many freedom fighters, people that have excelled in sports and
many academicians that we need to recognize and celebrate when they are alive. | know that
Hon. Gachino is not just looking for a framework for naming streets. | know that the recognition
must also have a token of appreciation. We should endeavour to make the lives of our heroes
decent and honourable for the price that they paid to get us to where we are. We should
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remember that they sacrificed their lives to make our world better than they found it. Thank
you, Mr Speaker. | support.

Speaker: Yes, Member for Nyakio, Hon. Zachary Njeru

Hon. Zachary Njeru: Thank you, Hon. Speaker. I rise to support the motion. | want to
start by informing my good friend Hon Mbae that Rene Descartes was a great philosopher who
contributed immensely to the modern philosophy. when you understand what Rene Descartes
believed in... The boys have left and I would have encouraged them with one of Descartes
quotes because the said philosopher encouraged the cultivation of reading culture. He said that
reading of good books is like having a conversation with the finest minds of the past centuries.
When you cultivate the culture of reading, you learn a new thing every day. It puts you in the
world of exposure, experience and holding a position in any environment. We are in a
parliamentary environment whose ecosystem is within the law. That is why | request that
during your free time try to know more about that philosopher and you will be good to go.

Mr Speaker, | want to say that it is not only about acknowledging our heroes but doing
it in the right way by first preserving history, which is so precious and to encourage others who
have contributed a lot socially, economically and politically to press on because they are
guaranteed of space in our motherland. | support this motion and as you prepare these
regulations, we should ensure that not only do we recognize them but also benefit from their
achievements.

Mr Speaker we cannot forget that we are products of these heroines. If you think about
the politicians we have had, those who have contributed a lot in making sure that Kenya is a
democratic country for instance the late Kennedy Njindo Matiba who fought a big battle for
multiparty democracy. This is assembly is a good example, we have members from different
political parties; jubilee party, independently elected and the majority elected under the Kenya
Kwanza umbrella.

Mr Speaker other than recognizing their names, which has been a mere recognition of
names, we should recognize what they have done and find ways of appreciating them. That
way we shall be preserving our history and culture. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Hon. Mbae, the Member for Githioro and the Chairperson of the Committee
on Water, Environment, Tourism and Natural Resources.

Hon. Isaac Mbae: Thank you Mr Speaker. | rise to support this motion with an
amendment. Mr Speaker you realize that we mostly recognize our heroes when they die.
However, this motion has come at the right time so that we appreciate them at time when they
are struggling with life. To leaders, even if we were not there when during the fight for
independence, we are also heroes today because we are working to deliver our people from the
challenges they have been going through since independence. Mr Speaker this motion will give
the government a chance to map and identify those people who fought for this country but are
now living in very challenging situations. Some cannot afford their health insurance cover.
There is need to identify the. It is unfair that we can attend these people’s burials and praise
him but when they were alive, no one took time to lift their living status.

I wish to introduce an amendment at the resolution no. 1 by deleting the words ‘public
service administration and devolution’ and insert there at the words ‘Education, Gender
Affairs, Culture and Social Services’. This is because the department of education is already
developing as policy on heroes under culture.

I call upon Hon. Lucy Kithinji to second.

Speaker: Hon. Lucy Kithinji, specially elected Member from Karau.

(Hon. Lucy Kithinji bowed in secondment)
(Question proposed)
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(Question put and agreed)
(The Deputy Speaker, Hon. Chege Gathirimu, left the chair)
(Temporary Speaker, Hon. Paul Ngeche assumed the Chair)

It has been successfully amended. We can proceed with the motion.
(Hon. Zachary Njeru rose on a point of order)

What is it Hon. Zachary Njeru?

Hon. Zachary Njeru: Mr Speaker even if the majority must have their way, the
minority must have their say. | wanted a clarification from the Speaker regarding that
amendment because | think this was a supposed to be a Public Service and Devolution task
because it has wide scope. | also believe it would not cause any harm for the department of
Education to come up with almost like that. Other committees are not limited from formulating
other regulations pertaining the same.

Speaker: Thank you, Member, from Nyakio, Hon. Zachary alias Rene Descartes the
philosopher. As you explained about Rene and | expected you to understand this, that culture
heritage often brings to mind artefacts; painting, drawings, prints, mosaics, sculpture, historical
monuments and buildings as well as archaeological sites. When you talk of devolution, it is
wide and it promotes culture while hailing the heroes and heroines of the county. That is why
I have accepted the amendment since it was allied to promotion of culture, the latter which
must be cultivated by the Committee on Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and
Social Services, with which we stand.

Yes, Deputy Speaker.

Hon. Chege Gathirimu: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The motion at hand is so important
that it cannot pass without my contribution. I thank the Member for Kanjuiri Range for moving
it. We cannot forget the sacrifices that were made by our forefathers. My father fought the Mau
Mau war.

The surviving Mau Mau fighters have caught the attention of the media at a time when
we are making efforts to raise funds to assist them. Remember some of them require to offset
hospital bills while others languish in abject poverty.

Why did poverty trail them? These fighters deserted their homes for seven years to fight
from forests. During this period, they did not make any progress economically. Their betrayers,
however, consolidated wealth.

The fighters lived in the forest believing that the colonizers, who were armed with guns
and bombs and had financial support from the Queen, will one day leave our land. It took them
seven years. Recognizing them on heroes’/heroines’ day is not enough. Additionally, it is too
little done too late.

My father and his brother, for being hunted by the white forces and the betrayers, had
to flee their home in Gatundu to Maasailand. My father was adopted by the then Maasai chief,
Ole Maskonde. His brother was adopted by a chief by the name Mungo’la. Actually, my father
had to swear an affidavit to re-possess his Kikuyu name. Those were some of the sacrifices that
they went through. Mr Speaker, even without the intervention of the relevant department, as
leaders we should recognize these people. In fact, many of their kindred cannot even raise
school fees.

Truly, fighting for freedom caused their poverty. For this reason, I urge us leaders that
we should reach out to the surviving freedom fighters to support them, especially in making
sure that their grandchildren have gone to school by sourcing for their scholarship.
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I propose that we should be having a pre-Freedom Day as a county for the freedom
fighters to narrate their stories for the young generation to learn. The young should learn the
value of freedom for them to appreciate the pain of losing it. This can also be done during
public holidays. I challenge the Department of Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture
and Social Services to develop a policy to guide convention of pre-freedom days. We should
listen to our heroes and heroines. It would be sad for them to leave us without a trace of history.
I have sat with a number of them and they would explain to them who the home guards and
‘tukunias’ were.

They give sweet histories. They would tell you that the ‘tukunias’ were the persons who
confessed and were used by the colonizers to fish out the freedom fighters who were taking
oaths. This lot would not want to be seen by their village men and women since they betrayed
the latter. The ‘tukunias’ would sell out the freedom fighters to the colonizers and those that
were known were very feared.

We should ask ourselves whether we have done enough for the freedom fighters? Do
the people who live in colonial villages deserve to be there? How did they land there, yet many
of them are children of freedom fighters. Mr Speaker, when my father and his two brothers left,
their land in Gatundu North was taken away because during the grand demarcation they were
in ‘political asylum’ in Narok. That is how we lost and ended up in a colonial village in Geta.
Sincerely, the decision towards this was an afterthought. Geta means Government Extended
Tree Area and hence, Geta is an acronym. That is where we ended up having four acres for
each household. After leaving a chunk of land in Gatundu North, that was the sacrifice that
some of these people made. And, we need to take it further by recognizing them not only by
just showing up during the public holidays but going head on and reducing the level of poverty
that has befallen the generation after.

Therefore, Mr Speaker, as | support, | urge all of us to take steps by not only supporting
them when they are sick but also when they are healthy and living amongst us. Let them feel
the sweetness of freedom and let their generation not plunge into poverty because their
grandfathers sacrificed for the freedoms we so much enjoy.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Yes, the Leader of the Minority Party, Hon. Mwangi Gichuki, Member for
Engineer.

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Thank you Mr Speaker. | am in total agreement with the
deliberations revolving around these important persons who played an important role in this
country. The naming of roads and schools after them is welcome. My only concern is, where
do you want to put this? Is it in the Public Service or in the department that deals with social
services and all that? My point is, previously, these deliberations have been there in this House
especially on what needs to be done for our heroes. My thinking is that the House does consider
forming an Ad Hoc committee, which is will take the front role in identifying those recognized
as heroes and heroines and the places to be named after them. This way it shall get the
seriousness it deserves from the County Executive. The committee can involve the County
executive so that there is the goodwill.

I was listening to what the Deputy Speaker was saying and | have tried to juggle my
mind and wonder why when we attend public holidays like Jamhuri and Madaraka Days’
celebrations, the leaders pour very sweet words to the heroes when they are there and then wait
for another public holiday to have the same words repeated by the same leaders.

When shall we act on this considering that there are resources involved? Do we also
want to turn this House into another Mashujaa Day where we will only stand there and say very
kind words to the same wazee and again. Blatantly, we go for their burials and say lot about
how they played an important role. Sixty-three years later, we have not found a better thing we
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can do for them; attending their burial has become a priority and we have the audacity to
actually give them state burials.

All I am urging the Assembly and the Speaker is for the decision to form an Ad Hoc
Committee that looks into this matter in details this includes identifying these people and the
landmarks that can be renamed after them. How do we do it? It should be done once and for
all.

In the last dispensation, there was this debate. Probably | can get your guidance and
more so, from the Table Office. When a matter has been debated here, what amendments should
be effected when it comes back? This is because, | am informed that the previous Assembly
had this very debate and we ought to have been informed of what became of it. We ought to
know what happened and the actions that were or not taken. By knowing that, we will probably
make a conclusive decision on this matter.

| support this Mr Speaker with a request that you could consider an Ad Hoc Committee
as a better way of handling this matter. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Very well. Hon. Stephen Mureithi Matimu,

Hon. Stephen Mureithi: Thank you very much Mr Speaker, Sir for granting this
opportunity to support the motion brought by Hon. Member for Kanjuiri Range Ward, Hon.
Thuo Gachino.

Mr Speaker, | was thinking about this sometimes back especially on matters relating to
heroes in our county. As I support, Hon. Gachino, who is a senior Member from Kanjuiri
Range, will also be remembered for having brought such a motion that reminded the need to
remember our heroes and heroines.

Hon. Gichuki, the Leader of the Minority Party took words out of my mouth. We should
come up with a formula because it is heart breaking to see that we recognize our heroes and
heroines, when they are departed. We should celebrate them when they are alive but the only
time we celebrate them is during public holidays—we parade them but once they go back to
their homes, they are forgotten.

Mr Speaker, we need to come up with a formula, a policy or even a bill to ensure that
these people are considered in a dignified manner. The reason | am saying this is most of the
heroes that we have in our county are our freedom fighters and two of them have passed on
recently. One was from the ward that is represented by Hon. Gachino.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we thank Kenya Kwanza government because we can see them coming
in handy unlike the previous governments, where we never even heard any of them being
mentioned. I don’t want to dwell on what has happened in the past...

(Hon. Mwangi Gichuki rose on a point of order)

Speaker: What is it Leader of the Minority Party?

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: | just want to have the County Member from Karau to clarify
on what he meant when he said the previous regimes did not recognize the heroes and heroes.
He has said that the Kenya Kwanza regime is honouring them and | would also want a
clarification of how they are doing it because the last time | remember is them attending burials.
I would like to know whether we can attend the burial of a living person.

(Laughter)

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

(Hon. Chege Gathirimu rose on a point of information)
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Speaker: May be, Member for Geta, | would have wanted to first rule on this point of
order though it is not point of order per se, but a point of information to said Member.

So, you can proceed Member. Do you require the information from Hon. Chege
Gathirimu?

Hon. Stephen Muriithi: You see, he is one of the heroes, that we shall award in the
near future, Mr Speaker, Sir, that information is welcome unlike the information that has come
from the Leader of the Minority Party. If the latter would have risen on a point of information,
| would not require it.

(Laughter)

Speaker: Proceed Deputy Speaker.

Hon. Chege Gathirimu: Mr Speaker, the information that | have is that Kenya Kwanza
government led by our President, Hon. William Ruto, have stood out clearly to honour the
heroes of the freedom by saying that they will be receiving their stipends. | think that is great
from our President and we congratulate him and Kenya Kwanza Party. So, Hon. Matimu is
quite in order when he says that Kenya Kwanza is on the frontline when it comes to honouring
our freedom fighters.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Proceed Hon. Muriithi Matimu.

Hon. Stephen Muriithi: Mr Speaker, | beg to proceed and | pray for your protection
until 1 finish because some people on the other side of the political divide might not be
comfortable with my contribution.

Mr Speaker, | want to thank the Government that we serve for taking the initiative of
by giving our heroes and heroines a state burial. I am sure that is one thing that their families
will live to remember.

Mr Speaker, I humbly request that we have a working committee that will provide
guidance on how best to deal with our heroes. It is unfortunate that we have some of our heroes
still living in the colonial villages with no title deeds and some in rental houses. Mr Speaker, |
want to thank the Deputy President for promising to work and ensure that our heroes and
heroines live in dignity.

As | finish, I want to highlight about one lady at Ol’Kalou Disabled School who started
the facility that has since helped so many disabled children in our society. She is a heroine that
we need to honour for her selfless service to our County. Thank you, Mr Speaker. | now call
the Mover, Hero, Hon. Thuo Gachino

Speaker: Yes, Member for Kanjuiri Range, Hon Thuo Gachino

Hon. Thuo Gachino: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | want to thank the Members for
supporting the motion. It would be important for example to have the Deputy Speaker in the
Committee that would deal with the issue because of his wealth of history.

Mr Speaker | now move.

(Question put and agreed to)
Next order

ADJOURNMENT

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A
certified copy of the Hansard Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor.



26 September 2023 COUNTY ASSEMBLY DEBATES 20

Speaker: Very well, today’s morning session business having been exhausted, this
House now will stand adjourned up to today afternoon, Tuesday, 26" September 2023 at 2.30
pm.

(The House rose at 11.28 am.)

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A
certified copy of the Hansard Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor.



