7 November 2023 COUNTY ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1

REPUBLIC OF KENYA

NYANDARUA COUNTY ASSEMBLY
3RD ASSEMBLY — 2NP SESSION

OFFICIAL REPORT

Tuesday, 7" November 2023

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chambers at 9.30 am.
(The Deputy Speaker, Hon. Chege Gathirimu, in the Chair)

PRAYER

Speaker: Hon. Members welcome to today’s sitting, that is, Tuesday, the 7" day of
November 2023 at 9.30 am.

QUORUM CALL AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SITTING

(There was no quorum as confirmed by the clerk-at-the-table)

There being no quorum to commence the business of the day, pursuant to Standing Order
36, | direct that the quorum bell be rung for an initial 20 minutes or until such a time within the 10
minutes that the quorum will have been achieved.

(Quorum bell was rung for eight minutes and quorum was achieved
as confirmed by the clerk-at-the-table)

Quorum having been confirmed we can proceed with the business of the day. First order.
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR
ISSUING OF PROGRESS REPORTS IN THE HOUSE

Hon. Members, | have a brief communication to make. You recall that on Wednesday the
1t day of November 2023 at 2.30 p.m., | committed to issue directions on the manner and structure
of issuing progress reports in the House. | wish to state that, I will issue on the aforementioned
directions on 14" November 2023. In the meantime, going forward for the purposes of record, any
committee which is desirous of seeking the leave of the House to table any report or respond to a
statement on a later date or time, shall be required to have had written request.
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Thank you, Hon. Members.
THE NOTICE PAPER
7™ - 8™ NOVEMBER 2023

Yes, the Leader of the Majority Party.

Hon. Mwangi Nyaga: Thank you Mr Speaker. | wish to read the Notice Paper for this week

dated 7' to 8™ November 2023.
DATE/TIME BUSINESS

SPONSOR

Communication from the Chair

Messages

Petitions

Papers

1. Report of the Committee on Finance,
Economic Planning and ICT on the County
Government of Nyandarua Risk Management
policy and Anti-corruption framework

2. A Report of the Committee on
Implementation on  the  Status  of
implementation of assembly resolutions on
sexed semen

Hon. Zachary Mwangi Njeru
(Chairperson, Committee on
Finance, Economic Planning
and ICT)

Hon. Geoffrey ~ Waruiru
Kamwana (Chairperson,
Committee on Implementation)

Notices of motion

Statements

1. Response to a statement sought by Hon
Stephen Muriithi Matimu on status of
insurance of County Vehicles

2. Response to a statement sought by Hon.
Patrick Muhindi Kariuki on the status of
engagement of interns and students on
industrial attachment in the County

Hon Edinald  Wambugu
King’ori (Chairperson, Public

service, administration and
Devolution)
Hon Edinald  Wambugu

King’ori (Chairperson, Public
service, administration and
Devolution)

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A certified
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DATE/TIME

BUSINESS

SPONSOR

Motions and Bills

1. Motion on the adoption of the report on the
status of revenue collection during the
transition period and the expenditures thereof
(Resumption of Debate)

Hon. Isaac Kung’u Wanjiru
(Chairperson Committee on
Budget and appropriation)

Communication from the Chair

Papers

1. Report of the Committee on Lands, Physical
Planning and Urban Development on the
suitability of Nomination for appointment of
various persons to the Ol Kalou, Engineer and
Mairo Inya Municipal Boards

2. Report of the Committee on Special Funds
Accounts on Nyandarua County Executive
member’s (state and public officers) car loan
and mortgage scheme fund report and
financial statements for the period ended June
30, 2023

3. Report of the Committee on Budget and
Appropriations on the Nyandarua County
Annual Development Plan for FY 2024/25 for
the County Executive and County Assembly

Hon John Thuo Gachino
(Chairperson, Committee on
Lands, Physical Planning and
Urban Development)

Hon. Peter Thinji  Kiriga
(Chairperson  Committee on
Special Funds Accounts)

Hon. Isaac Kung’u Wanjiru
(Chairperson  Committee on
Budget and appropriation)

Notices of Motions

1. Notice of Motion of adoption of the Report of
the Committee on Budget and Appropriations
on the approval of the Nyandarua County
Annual Development Plan for FY 2024/25 for
the County Executive and County Assembly

Hon. Isaac Kung’u Wanjiru
(Chairperson  Committee on
Budget and appropriation)
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DATE/TIME BUSINESS SPONSOR
Statements
1. Response to statement sought by Hon.|Hon John Thuo Gachino

Reuben Gitau Karanja on road closure by
Machinery  Limited Scheme  between
Olbolosat Scheme and Kirima Scheme

(Chairperson, Committee on
Lands, Physical Planning and
Urban Development)

Motions and Bills

1. Motion on the adoption of report on statement
on the status of implementation of Assembly
Resolutions on Midlands Company at Njabini

Hon. Geoffrey Waruiru
Kamwana (Chairperson,
Committee on Implementation)

Communication from the Chair

Papers

1. Report of the committee on Education,
Children Gender Affairs, Culture and Social
services on Nyandarua County Bursary Fund
Report and financial statements for the period
ended June 30, 2023

2. Report of the Committee on Lands, Physical
Planning and Urban Development on Request
for approval of Njabini ATC Land for the
Construction of County Aggregation and
Industrial Park.

3. Report of the committee on Budget and
Appropriations  on  Annual County
Governments Budget Implementation Review
Reports for the FY 20/21 from the Office of
the Controller of Budget

Hon. Peter Gathungu Kamau
(Chairperson, Committee
Education, Children Gender
affairs, culture and Social
services)

Hon John Thuo Gachino
(Chairperson, Committee on
Lands, Physical Planning and
Urban Development)

Hon. Isaac Kung’u Wanjiru
(Chairperson Committee on
Budget and appropriation)

Notices of Motions
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DATE/TIME

BUSINESS

SPONSOR

1. Notice of motion on the adoption of the
Report of the committee on Budget and
Appropriations  on  Annual County
Governments Budget Implementation Review
Reports for the FY 20/21 from the Office of
the Controller of Budget

Hon. Isaac Kung’u Wanjiru
(Chairperson Committee on
Budget and appropriation)

Statements

1. Response to a statement sought by Hon.
Samuel Rimui Kaiyani on the County Staff
sent on leave.

Hon Edinald  Wambugu
King’ori (Chairperson, Public
service, administration and
Devolution)

Motions and Bills

Messages

Papers

1. Report of the Committee on Tourism,
Cooperatives Development, Trade and
Industrialization on the Budget
Implementation for the Third Quarter for the
Financial Year 2022/2023

Hon. Samuel Rimui Kaiyani
(Chairperson Committee on
Tourism, Trade, Cooperatives
and Industrialization)

Notices of Motions

1. Notice of motion on the adoption of the
Report of the Committee on Tourism,
Cooperatives Development, Trade and
Industrialization on the Budget
Implementation for the Third Quarter.

Hon. Samuel Rimui Kaiyani
(Chairperson Committee on
Tourism, Trade, Cooperatives
and Industrialization)

Statements

1. Response to a statement sought by Hon. Joyce
Wanjiru Munyua on the status of recruitment
and employment of Persons Living With
Disability

Hon Edinald  Wambugu
King’ori (Chairperson, Public
service, administration and
Devolution)
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DATE/TIME BUSINESS SPONSOR
Motions
Motions

1. Motion of adoption of the Report of the
Committee on Budget and Appropriations on
the approval of the Nyandarua County

Hon. Isaac Kung’u Wanjiru
(Chairperson Committee on
Budget and appropriation)

Annual Development Plan for FY 2024/25
for the County Executive and County
Assembly

Speaker: Thank you. Notice paper is duly tabled. Clerk, next order.
PAPER(S) TO BE LAID

COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF NYANDARUA RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY AND ANTI-CORRUPTION
FRAMEWORK

Speaker: Yes, Hon. Zachary Mwangi Njeru, Chairperson of the Committee on Finance,
Economic Planning and ICT... Sorry, Hon. Majority Leader.

Hon. Mwangi Nyaga: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I'm standing in for my chair, and |
don't know whether what I'll be bringing forth will be affected by the direction that you have given
out this morning, that if a committee is not through with a business, it should request for an
extension through writing. But however, Mr. Speaker, sir, pertaining to this matter on risk
management policy that was supposed to be tabled and brought to the floor of the House, Mr.
Speaker, sir, | can say that as a committee, we've tried to pursue the same matter.

Mr. Speaker, sir, we've had a lot of business pertaining to the committee. And given that
we are also dealing with the County Revenue Board bill, where we are also engaging the executive,
we had a finance bill whereby we are also engaging the executive.

We have tried to fast track the issue pertaining to risk management policy. You know, this
is an issue which is coming forth. It's a new phenomenon in the counties and as a committee, we
need to really understand the spirit that was brought forth. We have engaged. We have written to
the executive.

But because of the workload and the magnitude of the work that we are handling as a
committee, we have not been able to fully exploit any opportunity that has come forth. Because as
a committee, we are also dealing with the Revenue Board. We are requesting maybe, | don't know
whether we should put it in writing, but because we have given a ruling this morning, we were
requesting that we be given around 30 days so that we can be able to sit down.

You see, this is a new thing which is coming, Mr. Speaker. We really need to have enough
time with the drafters of this policy so that we can also, as a committee, have a proper
understanding. So we pray that as much as you have made a ruling, you give us 30 days to bring
forth a proper document.

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A certified
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 30 days leave granted. But as you have noted, Hon. Majority
Leader, and from the earlier communication, the next leave sought must be in writing.

(Hon. Rimui Kaiyani rose on a point of order)

Speaker: What is it, Hon. Kaiyani?

Hon. Rimui Kaiyani: Hon. Speaker, without risking bringing this matter back to the
discussion table, | seek to be advised on how, and without, of course, being prejudicial to the
previous ruling on this matter, this matter relates to the Committee on Finance. The matters of risk
management, the policy, and being a policy document, 1 would have expected it to be under the
Committee on Legal and the Anti-Corruption Framework. How is that business for the Committee
on Finance? If you could kindly enlighten us. Thank you.

Speaker: Hon. Kaiyani on tabling of this document, it was resolved that the department of
Finance is the accounting department hence the anti-corruption framework is the one that drew the
risk management policy. Therefore, the committee that oversights the department of finance,
economic planning and ICT is the committee on finance. We find it in order being executed by the
said committee.

Next order
2. STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ASSEMBLY’S RESOLUTIONS ON SEXED SEMEN

Hon. Cate Nyawira standing in for Hon. Waruiru Kamwana, proceed.

Hon. Cate Nyawira: Thank you Mr Speaker. | wish to table the report of the Committee
on the Implementation on the Status of Implementation of the Assembly’s Resolutions on Sexed
Semen.

(Hon. Cate Nyawira consulted with the Clerk-at-the-Table)

Mr Speaker | am advised that this paper had been tabled. | will go through it. I seek your
indulgence because this is a preliminary report based on the response we got from the executive,
regarding a motion passed in this House and sponsored by Hon. Samuel Rimui Kaiyani on sexed
semen. He moved it directing to the department of trade. However, the executive has advised that
the agriculture department is better placed to handle this issue. Through a letter they have
requested that it be domiciled in that docket.

Hon. Speaker, the Committee on Implementation constitutes of the following members;

Name Designation
1. Hon. Geoffrey Kamwana Waruiru - Chairperson
2. Hon. Cathyrn Nyawira Mathenge - Deputy chairperson
3. Hon. Peter Gathungu Kamau - Member
4. Hon. Wanjiru Isaac Kung’u - Member
5. Hon. Rimui Kaiyani Samuel - Member
6. Hon. Esther Waithera Wangari - Member
7. Hon. John Thuo Gachino - Member
8. Hon. Benson Kiarie Njoki - Member
9. Hon. Patrick Muhindi Kariuki - Member

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A certified
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On Tuesday, 17" October 2023, the Committee on Implementation sat and
considered adopted House Resolutions, among them resolutions of a motion sponsored by
Hon. Samuel Rimui Kaiyani. The Motion and its resolutions were considered and adopted
by the House on 6" December 2022, its resolutions included;

1. That the County Executive Committee through the County Executive Committee
Member in charge of Cooperatives does formulate a policy on provision of
subsidized Artificial Insemination (A.1) services of sexed semen (gender specific
fertilized embryo) to Cooperative Societies;

2. That the County Executive Committee Member in charge of Cooperatives does
identify all the cooperative societies that can offer subsidized Artificial
Insemination (A.l) services to farmers in each ward; and

3. That the County Executive Committee Member in charge of Finance does set aside
funds for the provision of subsidized Artificial Insemination (A.l) services of sexed
semen (gender specific fertilized embryo) to Cooperative Societies in each Ward.
Hon. Speaker the committee considered a Communication made in this House on

Wednesday, 11" October 2023. In the said Communication, the Committee on
Implementation was directed to report to the House within 10 days on the status of
implementation of the above resolutions.

In the same meeting, the committee considered a correspondence dated,15"
September 2023 and received in the Office of the Clerk on 25" September 2023. It was a
communication regarding roll-out of sexed semen artificial insemination. In the said letter,
it was observed that through a resolution of the Ninth County Executive Committee
meeting, the County Executive Committee Member responsible for Agriculture, Livestock
and Fisheries was directed to roll-out the above-mentioned program.

On the 25" day of October 2023, the Committee tabled a preliminary report in this
House and sought for 14 days to compile a conclusive report once the correspondence is
received.

Hon. Speaker, the committee was seized with a letter dated 27" October,2023, (see
annexure 3), the response received had the same content with the one received in the Office
of the Clerk on 25" September 2023.

The aforementioned response indicated that the County Executive Committee
resolved as follows;

i.  That the department of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries is better equipped
to handle the roll —out of sexed of sexed semen artificial insemination in the
County since the artificial insemination falls under Agriculture which is in
line with Executive Order No.1 of 2022.

ii.  The department of Agriculture shall formulate a policy and not the
department of Tourism, Cooperative development, Trade and
industrialization.

iii.  The department of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries will work closely
with the department of Tourism through co-operatives to ensure smooth
implementation of the program.

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A certified
copy of the Hansard Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor.
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Hon. Speaker you will remember that this was a motion passed by majority of the members
in this House and the executive through executive committee resolutions overturned it. That is all
that this committee has to report.

Thank you, Mr Speaker. | table the report.

Speaker: The report is duly tabled. That is a preliminary report. Any comment from Hon.
Members?

Yes Hon. Rimui Kaiyani, Member for Githabai and the Chairperson of Trade, Tourism and
Cooperatives Committee.

Hon. Rimui Kaiyani: Thank you, Hon. Speaker. | want to commend the committee to
which | belong for tabling a report. | recall last week the member who chairs the Committee on
Education stood in this House and made a statement which | wish to quote: "that he tabled a written
report.” Preliminary is far better than coming empty-handed.

That notwithstanding, | want to echo your words that this is a preliminary report. | would
have expected a more detailed report with enough substance elaborating on the way the project is
being implemented because it is a very important aspect of development for our people that has a
great impact on the population. As a member of the said committee, I am extremely mindful
because | do not want to indict myself on what | ought to have done. | commend the committee
for having done some work. The work of the Implementation Committee is to follow up on the
implementation of programs. Therefore, the mandate of the committee does not extend to checking
the finer details relating to the implementation of particular projects. It just ensures that there is
compliance regarding the implementation of the resolution of this honorable House. In relation to
this, the committee is doing its work under the leadership of its able Chairperson, Hon. Geoffrey
Kamwana, and the Vice Chairperson, Hon. Cathryn Nyawira. The committee is doing quite good
work.

However, just as we have said in the past, there are programs and projects that crisscross
across departments thematically. To have a resolution by the County Executive Committee
mandating the Department of Agriculture, Livestock, and Fisheries to implement a project is
correct in one way. But, by and large, they have to work in consultation with the Department of
Tourism, Cooperatives Development, Trade, and Industrialization, where the Cooperative Section
is domiciled. There is no way the sexed semen program can be implemented haphazardly; it has
to be executed in a structured manner because the program is a bit expensive. Remember, there is
a difference between artificial insemination and administration of sexed semen. | want to say in
measured terms that the latter is very specific, whereby the "mother" is a foster one. Fertilization
is done externally. Semen and eggs are brought together in a lab, whereupon fertilization takes
place. Consequently, they are introduced to the "mother." So, the genes of the latter have no
semblance with those of the "father" and "mother” from whom semen and eggs were extracted.
Since achieving success in this is very difficult, it has to be done in a very professional manner.

That is why I am very careful in saying that the insemination should be done by those with
the expertise, since the mode of inseminating the sexed semen is artificial, which is totally different
from what we call improved artificial insemination. Here we are talking about sexed semen that
has been bred in a lab. In this regard, the modus operandi that the above-stated two departments
should adopt is critical. The Department of Cooperatives should be brought on board alongside

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A certified
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the Department of Agriculture, Livestock, and Fisheries, the latter of which has the expertise to
implant the sexed semen that is artificially inseminated. The implanting is artificial, and if it is
artificial, it is not natural. 1 am sure we all understand what happens naturally. This is not natural;
it is artificial — manmade. This means that the whole process is controlled by humans — both the
development of the embryo and its introduction into the foster ‘cow'. I am waiting for the time
when this will be done on goats and sheep.

With those remarks, | want to commend the committee. Kindly complete the report in a
manner that will reap bigger benefits for the people. Thank you.

Speaker: Thank you, Hon. Rimui Kaiyani. There seem to be no other comments by
Members. Hon. Members, implementation of the resolutions in question in still pending. The
implementation will be done by the Department of Agriculture, Livestock Development and
Fisheries. In view of this, we expect a comprehensive report from the committee on the extent of
implementation by the Directorate of Livestock Development.

Chairperson of the Committee on Implementation, how much time do you need to bring a
comprehensive report.

(Hon. Cathryn Nyawira rose on behalf of Hon. Geoffrey Kamwana)

Hon. Cathryn Nyawira: Mr Speaker, before | state the timeline, | wish to inform the
House that we have already written to the Department of Agriculture, Livestock Development and
Fisheries requesting for the implementation schedule. However, the same has not been submitted
to us. I, therefore, seek that we be allowed fourteen days to see if the said department will have
submitted the schedule. Execution of the matter entirely depends on the Executive. We have also
requested for the information from the department on farmers who benefitted from the programme.

Again, I request for fourteen days, Mr Speaker. Thank you.

Speaker: Fourteen days’ time granted.

Next order.

STATEMENTS

1. RESPONSE TO A STATEMENT SOUGHT BY HON STEPHEN MURIITHI MATIMU ON STATUS OF
INSURANCE OF COUNTY VEHICLES
2. RESPONSE TO A STATEMENT SOUGHT BY HON. PATRICK MUHINDI KARIUKI ON THE STATUS
OF ENGAGEMENT OF INTERNS AND STUDENTS ON INDUSTRIAL ATTACHMENT IN THE COUNTY

Yes, Chairperson of the Committee on Public Service, Administration and Devolution,
Hon. Wambugu King’ori.

Hon. Wambugu King’ori: Thank you, Mr Speaker. My committee is expected to present
two Statements. | wish to start with the Statement Response on the status of engagement of interns
and students on industrial attachment in the County that was sought by Hon. Patrick Muhindi
Kariuki.

My committee retired to compile the said Statement Response, and Mr Speaker, allow me
to go straight to ‘Committee’s Observations Consolidated from the Responses by the County
Secretary and Head of Public Service’ on page 9.

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A certified
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Mr Speaker, Sir, following scrutiny of the submissions by the County Secretary and Head
of Public Service, the Committee made the submissions elucidated below.

The number of interns engaged in each department from the commencement of the programme

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Committee was informed that the Internship Programme was introduced
in the County in the year 2019 following adoption of its proposal by the County Human Resource
Management Advisory Committee in November 2029. Consequently, the County Public Service
Board consequently assumed the mandate of advertising internship vacancies in the County
Government.

In relation to the foregoing, the County Executive initially engaged two hundred (200)
interns as tabulated in the County Secretary’s submission annexed to this Statement Response.
However, only a hundred and forty-five (145) interns joined the programme.

What informed the CPSB to engage the interns on non-renewable contract basis

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Committee underscored that the County Executive developed an
Internship Policy, which was approved by the County Assembly, though with amendments. The
County Assembly amended the said policy to extend the initial six-months internship period by a
further six (6) months on non-renewable terms, thus the engagement of interns on non-renewable
contract basis.

The proposed way forward with regard to the engagement of interns.

This is what the committee came up with as a response to this: the committee noted that
the County Executive made a resolution to train graduates/ leavers from institutions of higher
learning to equip them with practical skills to make them competitive in the job market.

Additionally, the County Executive is determined to engage the youth from the county for
them to experience the work-related environment. On response to engagement of students on
industrial attachment and how the County Public Service Board ensures continuity within the
department, the County Public Service Board engaged learners on industrial attachment to expose
them to the work-related environment. The County Executive, the committee observed, instituted
a structural mechanism of engaging the learners on industrial attachment, whereby the eligible
candidates apply for the attachment vacancies through the office of the County Secretary and Head
of the Public Service. Successful applicants are granted opportunities in the various county
departments for a period of three months.

On the number of attaches engaged since commencement of the programme, between
August 2018 and November 2022, the County Executive had engaged 1538 students on industrial
attachment. The number of the students engaged in a specific month in the stated period are as
tabulated in the submission by the County Secretary and Head of the Public Service.

The students on industrial attachment are not sourced from specific wards. They are engaged based
on their areas/field of training. On the criterion used in recruiting the attaches for departments per
ward, the committee was informed that the consideration of attaches is based on areas/field of
specialization, not their wards of origin. Moreover, the attaches are deployed to county
departments on needs basis.

Mr Speaker, in conclusion, the committee considered the preceding observations as critical.
However, members of the committee resolved to discontinue with interrogation of the matters
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raised in the Statement in question. In arriving at this resolution, the committee considered the
following:

The submissions by the County Secretary and the Head of the Public Service were
received by the County Assembly on 2nd and 6th December 2022. The six-month non-
renewable internship contract for the interns who had served for 12 months were renewed
on 6th May 2022. Hence, their contract period ended before mid-October 2022. This was
long before the date of the County Secretary’s submissions to the committee. This is a
serious impediment to the execution of the mandates of this Assembly as they had taken
the oversight role to the Office of the County Secretary.

Mr Speaker, the rationale for the renewal of the internship contracts was that, the
first cohort of the interns joined the programme in the midst of the outbreak of the COVID-
19 pandemic. The pandemic destabilized the formal system of the workplace. The health
and safety protocols required some employees to work remotely to decongest the offices.

This meant that some interns could not work closely under their supervisors who
were key in transmitting skills to them. As a result, the intended goals of the programme
were not fully met. To bridge the learning gap created by the pandemic, the Board resolved
that the affected interns be engaged on a six-month contract.

Mr Speaker, the County Assembly's Legislative calendar stated that the Members
of the County Assembly should proceed for long recess after the First Session of the Third
Assembly, between Wednesday, 7th December 2022 and Tuesday, February 14 2023. In
this regard, by the time the House was resuming in 2023, the issues under consideration
had already been overrun by circumstances. Hence, the committee could not proceed with
further inquiries pertaining to the Statement in question.

Mr Speaker, having weighed the criticality of the foregoing premises, the
committee recommended as follows:

That since the committee cannot forge any conclusive determination from the
submission before it on the matter at hand, considering that the latter was time-specific and
hence has been overrun by circumstances, this Hon. House does consider the matter of
engagement of interns and students on industrial attachment inconsiderable in earnest
pending future enquiries.

Mr Speaker, | wish to reiterate that the Office of the County Secretary had been
seized of a lot of businesses pending in this Assembly. The office usually does not meet
the timelines as required by the law. In view of this, Mr Speaker, you should give directions
on this.

I have several concerns from my committee arising from the reality that the Office of the County
Secretary has really illustrated that it is not ready to respond within stipulated timelines.

Mr Speaker, | do know whether | should resume my sit to hear the responses of the House on the
matter, or | should proceed.

Speaker: Hon. Wambugu King’ori, you can proceed with the other Statement as the Members
internalize your first Statement.

THE STATUS OF INSURANCE OF COUNTY VEHICLES

Hon. Wambugu King’ori: Precisely, Mr Speaker. The other Statement is on the Status of
Insurance of County Vehicles. Mr Speaker, the Committee on Public Service, Administration and
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Devolution has been considering this Statement that was sought by the County Member form
Ol’Kalou, Hon. Stephen Muriithi on 22nd November 2022. After the Speaker's direction that the
committee does consider the matter and report back to the House, the committee convened several
sessions and resolved to seek more information from the County Secretary and the Head of the
Public Service.

Request for the information was dispatched under the reference NYA/CRKL/CS/20/2022
and dated 13th November 2022 and duly received by the Office of the County Secretary on 2nd
December 2022, a copy of which is annexed herewith. Mr Speaker, nearly one year has elapsed...

(Several Members consulted with the Speaker)

Hon. Speaker, | seek your ears on this because it is a very weighty matter that should be
considered by this Hon. House. | reiterate that nearly one year has elapsed and the committee is
still waiting for the requested information. Given the protracted delay, the committee has deemed
it necessary to issue a reminder on the subject matter.

Consequently, Mr Speaker, we seek your indulgence to afford the committee an extension
of time to engage with the County Secretary and Head of Public Service in order to expeditiously
resolve this matter.

Mr Speaker, if you give us direction and you give power to the Committee on Public
Service, Administration and Devolution, we can go to the next level of invoking the provisions of
our Standing Order, the Constitution and other related laws and summon the very same office, or
even go a notch higher and impose penalties and fines that are set by the law. Mr. Speaker, this is
a matter that has been discussed, and the impediment of inadequate information has occasioned
the delays in bringing a report back to the House a year down the line. Thank you, Hon. Speaker.

Speaker: Yes, Member for Wanjohi, Hon. Isaac Kung'u. Kindly proceed.

Hon. Isaac Kung'u: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | also want to congratulate the Committee
for a job well done. The internship program was meant to equip our students with experience of
the workplace. Despite the fact that it has been overtaken by events, it is appropriate to give a
chronological order of the challenges experienced and the critical resolutions that will guide how
we can perfect this program in the future. The fact that the matter has been overtaken by events
does not mean that you discontinue the interrogation. Mr. Speaker, on this particular matter of
internships, | do not agree with Hon. Wambugu King'ori in discontinuing this matter. By doing so,
he has denied this regime some good sources of information and knowledge to enable it to perfect
this dear program for our students. I do not wish to belabor the matter because my friend is also a
senior Member. | just felt that | needed to comment on this particular issue.

Mr. Speaker, the other issue of insurance, | think that we need to take some very serious
measures about it. If the report is yet to come to this House, then something is seriously wrong.
We are all aware of the happenings in this County. We have lost some very important machinery,
including the fire extinguisher and other critical vehicles like ambulances. Mr. Speaker, if we do
get such a report in this Assembly, then something is seriously wrong. Mr. Speaker, we have all
the tools to request such information if we want to. Mr. Speaker, if we wrote to the relevant
committee and we are yet to get a response, | think that the Committee of Implementation can take
up this matter. They have the power to summon the County Executive Members who do not
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respond to their various committees. If that County Executive Member is found culpable, a motion
of censure should be brought to this House. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Yes, Member for Githabai, Hon. Rimui Kaiyani.

Hon. Eng. Rimui Kaiyani: Hon. Speaker, | cannot agree more with the Hon. Member for
Wanjohi. The sentiments he made are weighty and should be addressed. Government is perpetual,
and this reminds me of just the other day when the Governor was summoned to answer a few audit
queries about the former government. Mr. Speaker, | expected a complete interrogation on the
matter. | expected an inquiry on the matter, leaving no stone unturned. The Office does not move;
itis only the people that move. The information does not leave with the Member that leaves Office.
| am glad that the Chairperson of the Committee is a ranking Member who | expect to do due
diligence.Mr. Speaker, on the matter of insurance, Hon. Mureithi Matimu was very passionate
about it. He made a proper inquiry into what happens in matters of insurance. We lost very
important machinery in the previous dispensation. The fire extinguisher cost the Government 50
million, and it was very sad that such an amount of public money was wasted. We have had several
government vehicles involved in road accidents. I remember that we lost a mortician in the
previous regime who also doubled as the driver of the ambulance that was involved in the accident.
I am happy when | see the Chairperson with all the information about this weighty matter. This is
a matter that should not be left to retire without proper action being taken. It is sad that we still see
County vehicles speeding around without insurance.

What happens to the third parties should an accident occur? What the committee ought to
have done, since it is competent and equal to the task, is to ask for more time and dig deeper into
this matter and bring a comprehensive report to this House. | would not want you to let the
committee off the hook again. If they are unable, as was said by Hon. Kung'u, they should refer
the matter to the Committee on Implementation, and we shall show them how meticulously a
business is executed.Thank you.

Speaker: Hon. Members, the issue of non-submission of information as requested by the
County Assembly through the committees is now a matter of concern. Article 195, County
Assemblies' Powers and Privileges in the Constitution, bestows this House and its committees with
powers to seek information and also summon persons to provide information. On this, Hon.
Members, | will give comprehensive directions on 14th November 2023, together with the other
directions on the progress report. Next order.

MOTION

STATUS OF REVENUE COLLECTION DURING THE TRANSITION PERIOD AND THE EXPENDITURES
(Resumption of business interrupted on 2.11.2023)

Speaker: Yes, Hon. Isaac Kung’u Wanjiru, Chairperson of the Committee on Budget and
Appropriations.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, this morning | stand here to
finalize on a report we tabled here and a motion was moved last week. This was a report on the
status of revenue collection during the transition period and the expenditures thereof. | want to
thank this house because after the committee tabled the report and moved a motion in this regard,
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there was a robust debate and as a responsible house, we would not allow this report to go as the
committee had tabled because of the issues that arose. Since it is a report that it seeking more
information from the executive, we felt the need to put into consideration what the members had
said. So, while moving it, | requested for more time so that we can make an amendment by adding
two more recommendations that resulted from the debate of the House.
Mr Speaker, | do not have much time, | just want to read the amendments so that we can
conclude this motion.
Hon. Speaker | beg to move the following motion
That pursuant to standing order No. 58, this House does amend the report as follows
1. Amendment to recommendation No. 2 by inserting the words *
all other bank accounts except the two provided in recommendation No.2 such that
it reads as follow:

‘That not later than 21% November 2023 the CECM in charge of Finance Economic
Planning and ICT does provide evidence of own-source revenue collected through
all other bank accounts except the two provided to the committee any other system
being swept into the County Revenue Fund Account for the period between 1% July
2022 and 30" October 2023.

Mr Speaker we also want to add another recommendation that reads

2. That not later than 21 November 2023, the CECM Finance Economic Planning and
ICT does submit all bank accounts run by the County Government across all County
Departments and their entities, their respective purpose and all statements
corresponding to the said accounts for the period under consideration.

Mr Speaker it is important we get this information following the debate by members so
that we can know what it happening in this county.

I call upon Hon. Samuel Kaiyani to second this amendment.

Speaker: Hon. Samuel Rimui Kiayani

Hon. Rimui Kaiyani: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Transparency is like a mirror. If you want
to see yourself, look in the mirror. You cannot see another person; they can only tell you how you
look. If you want unbiased information, face the mirror; it provides a true reflection. For this
reason, | stand to second the amendment. We cannot discuss money without being able to see how
the accounts are managed - where the county government collects, deposits, and spends. In order
to be seen as a transparent county government that operates with integrity, we must look at
ourselves in the mirror and make necessary adjustments.

The proposed amendment will not only reflect on this House but also on the people of
Nyandarua, showing them how the finances of the county government are managed and handled
without any hidden accounts. This is a matter of public interest. | support the amendment as
presented, and | believe that within 21 days, we will see how the finances of this great county are
managed and utilized. If any issues arise that require examination, we will do so impartially,
address them, and seek correction and appropriateness.| second.

(Question proposed)
(Question put and agreed to)
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Speaker: Hon. Members, we can now proceed with the main motion.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | want to appreciate this House for allowing
the amendment of the resolutions. Though Members had debated and concluded the motion at
hand, | wish to repeat the recommendations as amended before | move.

The recommendations of the Budget and Appropriations Committee are as follows:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

That by not later than 215 November, 2023, the CECM in charge of Finance, Economic
Planning and ICT does submit account statements of all the revenue accounts for the
period between 1% July, 2022 and 30" October 2023 and further submit an account
statement of the County Revenue Fund for the same period.

That by not later than 21% November, 2023, the CECM in charge of Finance, Economic
Planning and ICT does provide evidence of own-source revenue collected through all
other bank accounts except the two provided to the committee and any other system
being swept into the County Revenue Fund Account for the period between 1% July,
2022 and 30" October, 2023.

That by not later than 30" June 2024, the CECM in charge of Finance, Economic
Planning and ICT does ensure that all revenue streams are fully automated and that
cash transactions are limited as much as practically possible.

That Emergency Fund Regulations be fully adhered to and that the CECM for Finance,
Economic Planning and ICT be submitting the Fund’s expenditures to the Assembly
for approval as dictated by Section 114 of the Public Finance Management Act, 2012.
That by not later than 31% December, 2023, the County Secretary in collaboration with
the CECM for Public Service, Administration and Devolution and the County Public
Service Board, does establish an optimal staffing structure for approval by the Cabinet
and submission to the County Assembly. This will serve to ensure that expenditures on
personnel emoluments comply with Regulation 25 (1) (b) of the Public Finance
Management (County Governments) Regulations, 2015 and improve county
productivity and service delivery.

That by not later than 215 November, 2023, the Chairperson of the County Public
Service Board does submit to the Assembly an official correspondence confirming that
the Board was assured that there was sufficient budgetary allocation for the salaries of
three extra Chief Officers in FY 2023-24 before placing the advert for their recruitment.
That County Secretary in collaboration with CECM for Public Service, Administration
and Devolution does fast-track the acquisition of personal numbers for County
Executive employees and ensure that all salaries are processed through the IPPD
system.

That by not later than 21% November, 2023, the County Secretary, in collaboration with
CECM for Public Service, Administration and Devolution, does submit to the County
Assembly the payroll, comprising all County Executive employees, and the report on
staff head count by the concerned Taskforce.

That by not later than 215 November, 2023, the CECM in charge of Finance, Economic
Planning and ICT does submit all the bank accounts run by the County Government
across all County Departments and their entities, and their respective purposes and all
statements corresponding to the said amount for the period under consideration.
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With that, Mr Speaker, | beg to move. Thank you.
(Question put and agreed to)
Speaker: Next order.
ADJOURNMENT

Speaker: Hon. Members, there being no other business to transact in the morning sitting, this
House now adjourns to today Tuesday, 7" November, 2023, at 2.30 pm.

(The House rose at 10.50 am)
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