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REPUBLIC OF KENYA

NYANDARUA COUNTY ASSEMBLY
3RD ASSEMBLY — 2NP SESSION

OFFICIAL REPORT

Wednesday, 15" February, 2023

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chambers at 2.30 pm.
(The Deputy Speaker, Hon. Chege Gathirimu, in the Chair)

PRAYER
QUORUM CALL AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SITTING
(Clerk-at-the-table confirmed that there was quorum)

Speaker: Hon. Members, welcome to this afternoon sitting. First order.
PAPER(S) LAID

Speaker: Yes, Hon. Geoffrey Kamwana, on behalf of the Majority Party Leader, Hon.
Mwangi Nyaga.

Hon. Geoffrey Kamwana: Thank you very much, Mr Speaker. | am holding brief for
the Leader of the Majority Party. | beg to table the following papers:

a) County Government of Nyandarua County Revenue Fund for the period ended
December 31, 2022.

b) County Government of Nyandarua Reports and Financial Statements half year
for the period ended 31st December 2022.

¢) Nyandarua County Executive (State and Public Officers) Car loan and
Mortgage Scheme Fund for the period ended December 31, 2022.

d) County Government of Nyandarua Emergency Fund for the period ended
December 31, 2022.

e) County Government of Nyandarua Bursary Fund for the period ended
December 31, 2022.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: The Papers are duly tabled. The County Government of Nyandarua County
Revenue Fund for the period ended December 31, 2022 report is referred to the Committee on
Finance, Economic Planning and ICT for consideration. Chairperson, how much time do you
need to report back?

Hon. Zachary Njeru: Mr Speaker, | think that 60 days will be sufficient.

Speaker: That is well recorded. The County Government of Nyandarua Reports and
Financial Statements half year for the period ended 31st December 2022 report is referred to
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the Committee on Finance, Economic Planning and ICT for consideration. Chairperson, how
much time do you need to report back?

(Hon. Isaac Kung’u rose on a point of information)

Speaker: Yes, Chairperson, Budget and Appropriations Committee and Member for
Wanjohi, Hon. Isaac Kung’u.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Mr Speaker, Sir, | am of the opinion that the said document should
be committed to the Budget Committee. The paper has nothing to do with revenue but budget
implementation and how they have been using the recurrent and development vote heads. That
information is very crucial for us especially when we are doing the Supplementary Budget.

(Hon. Zachary Njeru rose on a point of information)

Speaker: Yes, Hon. Zachary Njeru.

Hon. Zachary Njeru: Mr Speaker, | want to inform my able budget and appropriation
Committee Chairperson that procedurally, the said business should be considered by the
Finance Economic Planning and ICT Committee. We have been having some challenge
pertaining the dichotomy between the Finance and the Budget Committees. He should let it be
considered by the Finance Committee but we shall obviously co-opt the Chairperson of the
Budget and Appropriations Committee as we have been doing. That is the best practice until
the House is in a position to legitimize both the Finance and the Budget Committees. Both
reports will be considered simultaneously within the 60 days that | had been given.

(Hon. Isaac Kung’u rose on a point of information)

Speaker: Yes, Hon. Isaac Kung’u.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Mr Speaker, when we talk about a financial statement, it is a
document that is given to the controller of Budget and the National Government showing how
much money has been utilized by the County so far. That information covers July to December.
That is the information that I need as the Chairperson of Budget and Appropriation Committee
to know how far the implementation of the budget has happened. This document is very crucial
to the Budget and Appropriations Committee. The document will just be for information
purposes only when it comes to the Finance Committee. What further will they do with the
document? The Budget Committee will be able to question the absorption of the Budget. This
document squarely lies with the Budget and Appropriations Committee. | will be at liberty to
invite the Chairperson of the Finance Committee to sit with us and see how the revenue
collected is being absorbed.

(Hon. James Gachomba rose on a point of information)

Speaker: Yes, Member of the County Assembly Board, Hon. James Gachomba.

Hon. James Gachomba: | would like to shed some more light on this document
because I think that the Secretariat has been misleading this House in the past. As Hon. Kung’u
has said, these are financial documents. The mandate of the Finance, Economic Planning and
ICT Committee is to plan and mobilise for resources. Their work is to enhance revenue
collection. The Budget and Appropriations Committee’s work is to appropriate money to the
different departments. All financial documents are supposed to be synchronized by the Budget
Committee. The main function of the Finance Committee is to collect taxes and deposit the
money in the County Revenue Fund.
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Speaker: Yes, Member for Kinangop, Hon. Wambugu King’ori.

Hon. Wambugu King’ori: Mr Speaker, | think it is also prudent that we guide this
House. When a member is rising on a point of information and misleads the House, another
Member could rise on a point of order. Mr Speaker, | am rising on a point of order and would
like to highlight the roles of the Budget and Appropriation Committee in our Standing Orders.
Mr Speaker, we agreed as a House to split a Standing Committee called the Budget and
Appropriation and have a Sectoral Committee called the Finance and Economic Development
Committee. These Committee was to deal with all policies concerning finances and economic
development.

Mr Speaker, this is a policy paper and not an issue of Budgeting. This is not an issue
relating to appropriation. This paper falls squarely under the ambit of the Finance, Economic
Planning and ICT Committee. Mr Speaker, if you allow me to read the mandate of the Budget
and Appropriations Committee, | will do it Mr Speaker. We shall then read the mandates of the
Finance and the Economic Committee. To this effect, this is a policy paper that gives the
guidelines on how the revenue shall be collected in this County. This is not an issue related to
Budgeting. This is not an issue related to the Appropriation. You can only appropriate what is
brought on the table by the Finance and Economic Development Committee Mr Speaker, this
matter is related to the finance and economic development. The Chairperson of the Committee
on Finance, Economic Planning and ICT has proposed that the committee does co-opt the
Chairperson of the Committee on Budget and Appropriations to give advice on the matter.
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

(Hon. Isaac Kung'u rose on a point of order)

Speaker: What is it Chairperson of the Committee on Budget and Appropriations
Committee?

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Mr Speaker, | wish to correct the view. What we have is not a
policy paper, it is a half-year financial statement. It is giving a report of how appropriated
money has been utilized. Documents on financial policies are the ones that should be
scrutinized by the Committee on Finance, Economic Planning and ICT.

As regards the document at hand, the Committee on Budget and Appropriations needs
to know how the money that was appropriated was utilized or otherwise. The Committee on
Finance, Economic Planning and ICT would not do anything to the document.

Which committee has been dealing with such a document before? Is it the Committee
on Finance, Economic Planning and ICT or the Committee on Budget and Appropriations? We
are not starting afresh. Previously | was a member of the finance committee and it never dealt
with such a report. It has always been scrutinized by the Committee on Budget and
Appropriations. We have precedents in this House.

(Hon. James Gachomba rose on a point of information)

Speaker: What is the information, Hon. James Gachomba?

Hon. James Gachomba: | want to highlight the functions of the Committee on Budget
and Appropriations. It investigates, inquires into and reports on all matters related to
coordination, control and monitoring of the county budgets; discusses and reviews the
estimates and make recommendations to the Assembly; examines the county budget policy
statements presented to the county assembly; and examines bills related to county budgets and
appropriations, evaluates budgetary policies and programmes with direct budgetary controls.
Thank you, Mr Speaker.
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(Hon. Zachary Njeru rose on a point of order)

Speaker: What is it Hon. Zachary Njeru?

Hon. Zachary Njeru: Mr Speaker, Hon. James Gachomba is quoting only some
functions. He ignores the main role of the Committee on Finance, Economic Development and
ICT. Standing Order No. 200 is explicit on this. The functions of the Committee on Finance,
Economic Development and ICT include dealing with all matters relating to County plans and
investments policies, County Public Debt, County revenue raising measures including the
annual County Finance Act, consider finance and economic development, trade licenses
(excluding regulation of professions), outdoor advertising and recommend to the county
government possible and lawful sources of county revenue, deal with seizure, impoundment
and auction policies.

The business in question is purely a business of the Finance, Economic Planning and
ICT Business. For purposes of objectivity and good practice, the Chairperson of the Budget
and Appropriations Committee and any other member of the Committee who is interested in
the matter, would be co-opted. Remember, we agreed that we will do a joint vetting.

Speaker: | have listened to the two chairpersons, both of whom claim that their
committees should deal with the business at hand. In this regard, the Office of the Speaker shall
give directions on Tuesday morning regarding the matter in question.

| refer the report on the Nyandarua County Executive State and Public Officers Car
Loan and Mortgage Scheme Fund for the period ended 31% June 2022 to the Committee on
Special Funds for consideration. Chairperson, how much time do you require to bring back a
report on the same?

Hon. Thinji Kiriga: | need only 60 days.

Speaker: That is noted. | commit the report on the Nyandarua County Government
Emergency Fund for the period ended 31 December 2022 to the Committee on Special Funds
for consideration. Chairperson, how much time do you require to bring back a report on the
same?

Hon. Thinji Kiriga: Mr Speaker, that is a bit tricky. However, Mr Speaker, | request
for three months, which interprets to 90 days.

(Hon. Cathryn Nyawira rose on a point of order)

Speaker: Very well. Point of order Hon. Cathryn Nyawira?

Hon. Cate Nyawira: Mr Speaker, | think it is not prudent that the Member gives 90
days considering that these are quarterly reports that come after three months meaning there
shall be an overlap of the businesses. Mr Speaker, even 60 days are quite many because a month
later another document will be on his desk. This means we shall be working on past documents.

Speaker: Chair, reconsider those timelines.

Hon. Thinji Kiriga: The reason for giving these timelines is that we have a lot of
pending businesses. You are in that Committee and you can attest to that. We might overburden
ourselves. | therefore stand with 90 days.

[Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani rose on a point of information]

Hon (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: Mr Speaker, we have just come from the recess and | am
aware that we are on Hansard and live coverage. Our people are listening to us as we debate
and say that we need three months. If a committee feels overwhelmed by what it is doing, it
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can delegate to other Committees. There are some Committees that are not too busy so that we
do not delay the work of the Assembly by asking for ridiculous timelines which I bet will lapse
when we shall be going for another recess. Let us take it seriously. I am not demeaning the
assertion of the Hon. chairman but let us give a reasonable time. It is not us who are doing this
work but the clerkship which is supportive and is able to deal with this matter expeditiously.

Speaker: Chairperson of the Committee on Special Funds, Members do not seem to be
comfortable with those timelines.

Hon. Thinji Kiriga: Mr Speaker given time | would consult my Committee Clerk who
might be overburdened by that...

(Hon. Gathungu Kamau rose on a point of order)

Speaker: What is your point of order, Hon. Gathungu?

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Mr Speaker it is funny for Hon. Thinji to say that he is going
to consult the committee clerk. Did he say 90 days from the blues?

Speaker: Yes Hon. Kamwana.

Hon. Wairuiru Kamwana: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Before Hon. Kaiyani rose, you
had asked whether there is another Member of the said committee who would like to say
something. | belong to the committee and my opinion, with all due respect to the chairperson,
was that we work on this concurrently with another document we were supposed to do within
the 60 days. At most we can be given 60 days. | believe we can do it. We shall support the
chairman and make more time to do this work other than delegating this business to another. It
is not right. I propose that we do that work within 60 days.

Speaker: Yes, Hon. Mbogo.

Hon. Mbogo Mburu: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | like the direction of this debate. The
Committee on Finance and Economic Planning and Committee on Budget and Appropriations
were fighting for a business here. I might be quite harsh to the Committee on Special Funds
but there is a time that the Committee on Budget and Appropriations said that they would not
appropriate the budget and the business was referred to the Committee on Water, Environment
and Natural Resources whose chairman was Hon. Mathu. They did a thorough job,
appropriated and it was passed. Mr Speaker the committees of this House are an extension of
this House. Each Member can do any business in this House.

Mr Speaker, a very important issue was raised here; that this is a quarterly report. If we
give it 90 days, before the report is done, there will be two more requiring to be expedited. If
the committee is not conversant with the report, let it be, in your wisdom, referred to another
committee that can do it even in a week’s time and have it be tabled. It is shameful to request
for 90 days to do a report. Even the 60 days is a lot. This is ridiculous because there are other
things that are coming up daily. If all the chairpersons seek for 90 days and then a statement
comes to the committee of Transport and Public Works and then the Committee on Budget and
Appropriations seeks 90 days to set the budget ceilings... Let us be realistic and kind to the
people of Nyandarua.

Speaker: Hon. Members, | have listened to the contributions of the Members. | hereby
direct the Committee on Special Funds to bring the two reports in 60 days.

The paper on County Government of Nyandarua Bursary Fund for the period ended
December 31%t 2022 is duly tabled and | refer it to the Committee on Education, Children,
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Gender Affairs, Culture and Social Services for consideration. Chairperson of the committee,
how much time would you require to report back to the House?
Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Mr Speaker, | request for 21 days.

Speaker: Excellent.
[Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani rose on a point of information]

What information to do you want to give the House?

Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: Thank you Mr Speaker. For the first time | want to
appreciate the chairman of the Committee on Education. | hope and pray that we take cues with
such a position. 21 days is fantastic, 60 days, you had better get serious but 90 days it is
ridiculous.

Thank you, Chairperson.

Speaker: Next order.

MOTION

(Resumption of Debate)
ExPosITION OF PuBLIC PoLicy As CONTAINED IN THE SENATOR’S ADDRESS

Speaker: Hon. Members, there was a motion that the thanks of the Assembly be
recorded for the exposition of public policy as contained in the Senator’s address to the
Nyandarua County Assembly.

Hon. Members, you remember when the debate was suspended, Hon. Kamwana was
on the floor. Member for Gathaara please proceed.

Hon. Geoffrey Kamwana: Thank you very much, Hon. Speaker for giving me a
chance to say something about the address that was given in this House by Hon. Sen. John
Methu Muhia yesterday in the plenary.

Let me start by saying that | wish to acknowledge and thank our Senator for making
time to come and be with us especially when we are starting the second session of this Third
Assembly. I really want to say that it was commendable but despite our Senator telling us a lot
about what he has in his plans as a person and as our Senator, there is nothing different that has
been said. More importantly, on the plans he has for the County. | may be able to mention that
he was able to say some of the things that have been said before by the leaders who have been
there before. What | can tell him is that he just needs to follow up and have the willpower to
do things differently this time around.

Hon. Speaker, let me just say a little bit more of what the Senator mentioned about
planting of trees and specifically, to increase our forest cover. We know very well that there is
an initiative by the National Government to reclaim our forests and probably to increase the
forest cover to at least 30% of the vegetation.

Mr Speaker, let me say that in the morning, | was almost unable to cross River Malewa
as | was coming to this Assembly because as you cross the bridge next to Ndemi Shopping
Centre, there is a farmer who pumps water out of the river to grow spinach. Today, the farmer
was not there because the river has dried up. | was shocked as | have never seen this before. |
am a son of Nyandarua and | have lived in this County for so long but today, | believed that
something has really changed. The river is dry and | want to appeal to our beloved Senator and
all the leaders to draw a plan as soon as possible. I can remember this morning when Hon.
Gachomba talked about President Moi’s regime. We used to sing when we were in Primary
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Schools that you plant twice the number of trees you are cutting down. | want to commend the
late President because a lot of trees were planted.

It is my appeal to the Senator, because he is close to the National Government that has
this initiative, that a good plan be drawn even if it is an authority other than Kenya Forestry
Service and the other organizations that deal with environment. It should be a kind of a special
programme that will be able to see to it that we plant as many trees as possible. | am saying
this because both the National Government and County Government did not get it right in this
case when the President launched this programme. You start to wonder; how do you plant trees
in December when we don’t have rains? It is apparent that most trees that were planted have
since dried up. Maybe we can only do better when we start planting these trees when we expect
the long rains.

Hon. Speaker, let me say that as much as we want to plant the trees downstream, it is
important to consider planting them around the sources of the rivers and in this case the ranges
and mountains. This is because little work has been done by the relevant authorities and in this
case, Kenya Forestry Services. |, therefore, would like to appeal to the Senator because | had
only underscored the part of his speech on climate that something should be done in a better
way so that we increase our vegetation. That is why | am proposing that a good plan be
formulated to deal with this matter.

The only challenge I can point out from this speech is how he will get the willpower to
implement what he has said. I don’t see anything new he has mentioned that has not been
mentioned before. When we came into this Assembly, we were told about Sasumua Dam,
Konoike Dam and Midlands Company for our agricultural produce. These things have been
there but we really want to see changes being done in his reign.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Very well. Yes, Member for Weru, Hon. Mbogo Mburu.

Hon. Mbogo Mburu: I wish to thank you, Mr Speaker, for the time you have given
me to contribute to this motion. We are deliberating on the issues that were highlighted by the
one and the only Nyandarua Senator and youngest legislator in the Senate. To start with, | was
happy and impressed by the manner in which the Senator composed himself. | wish him all the
best. He is among the people in Nyandarua we expect to go far. We thank God for him. He is
young and doing what is expected of him.

Mr Speaker, | know much has been said and it is as though all the members concur.
However, there is one part about Lake Ol’Bolossat where he mentioned and | appreciate that
people from this County know what is happening. As we speak, hippopotamuses are being
transferred because if they are not, they will die. We have about 800 hundred families of
animals inhabiting the lake. The remaining part of the water body is no more than 5 acres. This
lake should even receive protection even from the National Government. The ecosystem is
dying. When the animals are not fed or don’t get pasture, they go to people’s farms in broad
daylight.

There was one part of his speech where the Senator challenged the Members of the
County Assembly who neighbour the lake to rise to the occasion. That is, Kiriita, Shamata and
Rurii. He challenged us to partner with him in planting a million trees. That one, we will support
it. We are going to mobilize schools and other institutions surrounding the lake. We are going
to form a committee, sit with him and see to it that the dream of planting a million trees is
achieved.

Mr Speaker, the catchment area is under siege. As we speak, people are very active
subdividing the riparian land of the lake. They are erecting fences inside the catchment area.
The same thing should be done. If | were to be asked, we should first protect what is remaining
because, when the rains come again, majority of the homes will be inside the lake. The people
living around the lake are going to attest to the same, Mr Speaker.
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Mr Speaker, the Senator mentioned something about the Midlands Company. | have
had an opportunity to visit the Midland Company. While there, | saw a machine that is used to
prepare whisky from potato tubers. That machine is a sleeping giant. The machine used in
production of the Irish whisky is lying idle in Njabini. The cost of that machine can only be
compared to another one used in the production of some famous whisky which I will not
mention.

Mr Speaker, in a nutshell, I am saying that we should walk the talk. We should not just
make a delicious speech with no follow up. We should be able to actualize on most of what
was said in the speech. We wish him well. We shall help him where possible. It is a star that
can go very far Mr Speaker. | support his coming and his speech and all that followed. Thank
you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Yes, Member for Rurii, Hon. Thinji Kiriga.

Hon. Thinji Kiriga: Thank you, Mr Speaker for giving me a chance to support the will
of our Senator. He talked about the preservation of the ecosystem which | understand very well
is one of his agenda. | also want to thank the president of Kenya for coming up with the
initiative of bringing together the two gentlemen, The President and the Senator. The formula
will work very well. We shall reap heavily by conserving our environment. | would also like
to know at this juncture if there was some consideration of killing of the eucalyptus trees which
have been planted in areas around Lake Ol’Bolossat. The Eucalyptus consume a lot of water.
We should in turn plant indigenous trees which is friendly to our water catchment in Nyandarua
County.

Mr Speaker, | also hope that the Senator will also consider replanting trees in the
Aberdare Ranges which has really been exploited. The trees have been burnt. You can hardly
get any red cider in the area. We as the people on the ground shall continue supporting that
programme to its end. Thank you, Mr Speaker Sir.

Speaker: Yes, Honourable Stephen Muriithi, specially elected Member from Karau
Ward.

Hon. Stephen Muriithi: Mr Speaker Sir, through your indulgence, | beg to move a
Motion out of the central speech that pursuant to Standing order 98, the debate on the Thanks
be recorded for exposition to the public policy as contained in the Senator’s address to the
Nyandarua County Assembly be adjourned to Tuesday 21% February, 2023 at 9.30 am. We
shall continue with the same then. We shall now consider another Motion which I shall be
introducing shortly. I now call Hon. Zachary Njeru to second.

Speaker: Yes, Hon. Zachary Njeru

Hon. Zachary Njeru: Mr Speaker, | rise to second this Motion. It is provided for under
Standing Order number 1 for the convenience of the House and Standing Order 98 as indicated
by the mover. | think that it is prudent to postpone the debate or the discussion for the
convenience of the House and resume in the next sittings so that we can have enough time to
debate on the Senator’s Address. Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | second.

Speaker: Very well.

(Question proposed)

(Question put and agreed to)
Next Order.
MOTION(S)

SPECIAL SITTING

Speaker: Yes, Honourable Stephen Muriithi on behalf of the Leader for the Majority
Party.
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Hon. Stephen Mureithi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am still holding brief for the Majority

Leader who is engaged somewhere else in other businesses of this House.

Mr. Speaker Sir, | beg to move the following motion,

THAT pursuant to Standing Order 32 (4) (c), “This House does resolve to sit on a day other
than the next normal sitting day such that the House adjourns to tomorrow, Thursday the 16"
day of February, 2023 at 9.30 am. Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. | request Hon. Zachary Njeru
to Second.

Speaker: Yes, Honourable Zachary Njeru.

Hon. Zachary Njeru: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I rise to second the Motion bearing in
mind that we did not have ample time to consider all the businesses that had been scheduled
by the House Business Committee. This will be of help in consideration of documents that have
statutory deadlines. It is prudent that we have that session tomorrow so that we can handle
those pending businesses. | second.

(Question proposed)
(Question put and agreed to)

Next Order.
ADJOURNMENT

Speaker: Very well, Honourable Members, today’s afternoon session business having
been exhausted, this House now will stand adjourned up to tomorrow, Thursday 16" February,
2023 at 2.30 pm.

(The House rose at 3:28 pm.)
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