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REPUBLIC OF KENYA

NYANDARUA COUNTY ASSEMBLY
2ND ASSEMBLY-4™ SESSION

OFFICIAL REPORT

Tuesday 2" September. 2020

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber at 9:00 a.m.

(The Deputy Speaker, Hon. Wahome Ndegwa, in the chair)

PRAYER
QUORUM CALL AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SITTING
(The clerk-at-the-table confirmed that there was quorum)
Speaker: Very well, Members allow me to confirm that we have the Notice paper with us.
(The Speaker scrolled down the tablet for a second)

Honourable Members, the Notice Paper is not here, please wait for a moment because we
have just finished with the House Business Committee. We actually ended the meeting exactly at
9:30 a.m. so let us wait for it to be uploaded so that the Leader of the Majority Party can take us
through before we read the order paper.

(Hon. Edinald King ori rose on his feet)

Yes, Leader of the Majority Party, do you have the Notice Paper with you?

Hon. Edinald King’ori: Mr. Speaker, allow me to go ahead and read the Notice Paper
since | have it.

Speaker: Okay, please go ahead.

Hon. Edinald King’ori: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With me is the Notice Paper for 1% and
2"! September, 2020. It is Prepared pursuant to Standing Orders 39. On Tuesday 1st September
2020 at 9.30 a.m. there will be a Petition for an inquiry into the welfare of Health Care Workers
Amidst Covid-19 in Nyandarua County that will be read by the Hon. Speaker. The very same day
we will have another petition by the residents of Kirima—OIl’bolosat on the notice to vacate their
land from the Kenya Forest Service that will be read by the Hon. Speaker.
On Wednesday, 2" September 2020 at 9:30 a.m. we will have a paper on County Governments
Budget Implementation Review Report (First Nine Months -FY 2019/2020) Hon. Edinald
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Wambugu King’ori (Leader of the Majority Party). We will also have two statements one, on
county payroll, number of employees, staff structure, dates of employment, duty stations and
supervisors per Department that will be moved by Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani the member for
Githabai ward. The very same time we will be having another statement the status of
implementation of budgetary allocations to the Directorate of Cooperatives....

(Consultations)

Speaker: What is it Leader of the Majority Party?

Hon. Edinald Wambugu: There is an application from the office of the Clerk saying that
they have come up with an up-dated Notice Paper. On behalf of the office of the Clerk, | want to
apologize for reading the wrong Notice Paper. Allow me to now read the actual Notice Paper.

NOTICE PAPER
15T — 2NP SEPTEMBER 2020

Prepared pursuant to Standing Orders 39 (1)

Tuesday 1%
September 2020,
9.30a.m.
Petition
1. Petition for the inquiry into the welfare of Health | The Hon. Speaker
Care Workers Amidst Covid-19 in Nyandarua
County
Papers
Notice of Motion
Statements
Motions and Bills
Tuesday 1%
September 2020,
2.30p.m.
Petitions
1. Petition by the residents of Kirima — | The Hon. Speaker
Ol’bolosat on the notice to vacate their land
from the Kenya Forest Service
Papers
Notice of Motion
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Statements

1. Statement on status of water tariffs and
charges in Nyandarua County

Hon. Kenneth Mukira Mahianyu
(MCA Karau Ward)

Motions and Bills

Motions

Wednesday 2nd
September 2020,
9.30a.m.

Petitions

Papers

1. County Governments Budget
Implementation Review Report (First Half -
FY 2019/2020)

2. County Governments Budget
Implementation Review Report (First Nine
Months -FY 2019/2020)

Hon. Edinald Wambugu King’ori
(Leader of the Majority Party)

Hon. Edinald Wambugu King’ori
(Leader of the Majority Party)

Notice of Motion

Statements

1. Statement on county payroll,

number of
employees, staff structure, dates of employment,
duty stations and supervisors per Department

2. Statement on the status of implementation of

budgetary allocations to the Directorate of
Cooperatives, coolers, and latest audit reports of
each cooperative society.

Hon. Samuel Rimui
(MCA Githabai Ward)

Kaiyani

Hon. Kenneth Mukira Mahianyu
(MCA Karau Ward)

Motions and Bills

Wednesday 2nd
September 2020,
2.30p.m.

Petitions

Papers
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Notice of Motion
Statements
1. Statement on the status of welfare of the | Hon. Peter Gathungu Kamau
Community Health VVolunteers (MCA Leshau Pondo Ward)
Motions and Bills
Motions
1. Adjournment of the Assembly from 2" | Hon. Edinald Wambugu King’ori
September to 22nd day of September 2020 (Leader of the Majority Party)

This Notice Paper is published pursuant to Standing Order 40. Thank you.
Speaker: Very well, the Notice paper is duly read. Next order.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR

PETITION FOR THE INQUIRY INTO THE WELFARE OF HEALTH CARE WORKERS AMIDST COVID-19 IN
NYANDARUA COUNTY

Speaker: Very well; Hon members, | have a brief communication to make and this is
relating to a petition into the welfare of the Health care workers amidst Covid-19 in Nyandarua
County.

Hon. Members, On Tuesday 25" day of August 2020, the County Assembly, through the
Office of the Clerk received a petition by some members of the public (namely, Patrick Muhindi
Kariuki, Wangui Wachira and Beatrice Kanuthu Muchina) on an inquiry into the welfare of Health
Care Workers Amidst Covid-19 in Nyandarua County. The office of the Clerk confirmed that the
petition met the requirements of the Standing Orders in its form, manner and content and pursuant
to article 197(5) of the Standing Orders forwarded the petition to my office on Thursday, the 27"
day of August 2020.

Hon. Members, the petition raises various pertinent issues and prayers that require the
attention of the Assembly. The Petition is in the following terms-

Petition for inquiry onto the welfare of Health Care Workers Amidst Covid-19 in
Nyandarua County, dated August 21 2020. The petition is presented pursuant to part XXIII
(public petitions) of the Nyandarua County Assembly Standing Orders to the Clerk of Nyandarua
County Assembly.

We the undersigned, the humble petitioners and whose address for the purpose of this
petition shall be c/o Mutonyora Primary School, P. 0 Box 52,00227 within the Republic of Kenya
respectfully showeth that:

1. We are citizens and residents of Nyandarua County
2. We are adults of sound mind and registered as voters in Nyandarua County
They draw attention of the Nyandarua County Assembly to the following:

Aware that, article 185 of the Constitution of Kenya, 2010 vests the legislative authority

and oversight of the County Governments in the County Assembly

Aware that, the constitution of Kenya under article 37 and sections 15 and 88 of the County

Governments Act, 2012 provide the right for citizens to petition the Authorities for the

County Government on any matter.
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Aware, that the right to health is a fundamental human right guaranteed in the Constitution
of Kenya under article 43(1)(a).

Aware that article 43(2) provides that a person shall not be denied emergency medical
treatment.

Cognizant of the fact that similar provisions are contained in the international and regional
human rights instruments such as the International Covenant and Economic Social Cultural
Rights and the African Charter on Human rights and Peoples Rights, both of which Kenya
has ratified.

Further aware that paragraph 2c of part Il to the second schedule of the Constitution of
Kenya vests the duty of ensuring that the right to health is realized in the 47 County
Governments

Concerned that most of our health facilities operate in constricted spaces thereby frustrating
the efforts of Health workers in adhering to the social distancing protocols issued by the
Ministry of Health Guidelines

Further concerned that these facilities, being the first port of call for Covid-19 cases subject
health workers to the risk of contracting the virus;

Appreciating that the National Government disbursed a conditional grant of Kshs 5 Billion
to all the 47 County aimed at bolstering the level of readiness in the fight against Covid-19
on the health facilities

Further appreciating that the County Assembly appropriated funds for the purchase of
equipment in preparation of any Covid-19 cases and reinstatement of dismissed causal
health workers;

Concerned that there has been an outcry from the Nyandarua County Health workers over
lack of appropriate training, persona protective equipment (PPE) and facilitation in the
performance of COVID-19 related duties

That whereas the matter if this petition has never been addressed to any other relevant body
And that the subject matter of this petition has not been pending for hearing has never been
presented to any court of law or constitutional body

Hereof, your humble petitioners pray that the County Assembly of Nyandarua intervenes
and enquires into the following matters;

1. The total number of health personnel including, hospital beds, casuals who have
been trained on Covid-19 prevention measures in the work place

2. What measures the County Executive has taken to ensure that the frontline fighters
against Covid-19 working in all sectors are provided with the Personal Protective
Equipment (PPEs)clothing and are paid their dues and allowances in a special time

3. The actual number of ICU beds in the various health centres and how many have
been set aside for our Healthcare workers

4. How many Health care workers have existing comorbidities and remedial measures
taken to ensure they are not overly exposed?

5. The no of health care personnel over the age of 58 years and weather the County
government has considered granting them early retirement with full benefits to
allow the engagement of younger workers

6. What, if any is the engagement between the County government and Community
Health volunteers, and what, if any is the stipend disbursed during the period
between 1% March to 31% July 2020
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7.  What is the total number of casuals in our County Health facilities and how much
money had been disbursed between 1% March to 31% July, 2020.

8. If the County has considered meeting the health insurance costs of the casual during
the COVID-19 period?

9. Inthe worst-case scenario, what other that the existing insurance costs schemes the
County Government has put in place for health workers who might lose their lives
to Covid-19, how quickly will their terminal benefits be released to their respective
families/next of kin in the unfortunate event of their demise?

10. What is the number of quarantine beds for health workers and budgetary allocation
for the maintenance of quarantine facilities?

11. The total amount of allowances disbursed to personnel working on the temperature
measuring points across the County and staff in fumigation of market centres and
isolation beds.

12. The long term measures the County government is taking to ensure once a vaccine
has been availed there are proper mechanisms for purchases, distribution and
dissemination.

The same is signed off by the same three petitioners;

1. Patrick Muhindi Kariuki ID NO. 25322102 Tel NO 0725502889
2. Wangui Wachira ID NO. 28004428 Tel NO. 0720710504
3. Beatrice Kanuthu Muchina ID NO. 30128202 Tel NO. 0718466694

Hon. Members, in a nutshell, the petition raises issues on the status of county health
facilities, the status of health personnel including casual workers, the status of county preparedness
to fight and contain Covid-19, the operations in the department of health services among others.

As you are aware, the mandate of the County Assembly is to legislate on all devolved
functions, oversight the County Executive and represent the people of Nyandarua. The issues
raised and the prayers sought are matters that can properly be dealt with by the County Assembly
in its oversight responsibility.

Hon. Members, some of the issues raised were previously addressed by this House in
various reports, statements and motions. It is important to note that the recurrence of the issues
addressed by this House means that the resolutions of this House and concerns raised by the
Members might not have been considered and implemented or that the County Executive is slow
in the implementation.

Hon. Members, most of the matters raised are actively under active consideration by the
Committee on Health Services. However, Hon. Members, the petitioners have called for a change
of tactic in the manner in which the House is undertaking its oversight mandate. This is House is
being called upon to conduct an enquiry and exhaustively and conclusively deal with the issues
bedevilling the County Health Services Department.

The petitioner’s plea is that the assembly does ensure that there is good health in the health
sector by addressing the issues raised and finding possible solutions.

| believe that the health committee is best suited to consider the petition, conduct a public
enquiry and report back to the House within 60 days in accordance with Standing Order No. 204.

Hon. Members, Standing Order No. 203 gives me the discretion to allow comments,
observations and clarifications in relation to the petition and I find it worthwhile to allow several
Members to comment on the same.

I do not know how they will conduct the public enquiry or who they will listen to but I
think the mode of gathering evidence for a petition whether a public enquiry or otherwise, requires
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that they get information from members of the public and even within the government agencies
that they feel that they have something to tell the committee in response to this petition. We shall
be required to respond to the 12-point petition.

For the Health committee, | think you have made conclusions elsewhere on most of these
issues and it will be beneficial to you to go back to your reports which have been prepared on
motions and statements you have responded to. Where you have information, you do not require
to recall those persons; you need to consolidate all the issues raised on this petition to give an
exhaustive and conclusive response to this petition.

At this point, if there is any Member who has an issue that they would like addressed as
the committee on health services addresses this matter, it is your time. For the health committee,
we expect that you give a comprehensive report within the next 60 days.

(Hon. Isaac Kung’u rose on a point of order)

Yes, Member for Wanjohi, Hon. Isaac Kung’u?
Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | am rising pursuant to Standing Order No.
200 on Form of Petitions since | need clarification from the Speaker.

[Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani rose on a point of information]

Speaker: Yes, Member for Githabai.

Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: Mr Speaker, he said that he rose on a point of order. Who is
out of order?

Speaker: He has given the order on which he has raised. You are looking up there but the
concerned Member is down here. Member for Wanjohi, proceed.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Mr Speaker, | think that the Member needs to understand the Standing
Orders. He should know that a Member is allowed to rise on a point of order and point out the
Standing Order on which they are rising.

I rose on point of order, standing order number 200 (f) since | need some clarification from
the Speaker. The main Standing Order is on Form of Petition. In (f) has a requirement for us to
consider petitions in this House since we are a House of order.

200 (f) indicate whether any efforts have been made to have the matter addressed by a relevant
body and whether there has been any response from that body or whether the response has
been unsatisfactory;

Mr Speaker when | listened to the petition, | recalled that there is another statement seeking
similar information. The petitioners are enquiring that very information from the county assembly.
Mr Speaker, kindly clarify whether the petitioners have sought similar information from the
relevant body; the County Department of Health.

| know that probably they were not given the information or they were given unsatisfactory
information and therefore are calling upon this House to intervene so that they are given
information. | think we should do that before the petition is considered by this House.

Speaker: Plain reading of Standing Order No. 200 (f), is very clear. The petitioners have
clearly indicated that they have not sought for or made any effort to get information from any other
relevant body. They are saying that the Assembly is their first port of call. Therefore, whether there
is another body that would have given the information, what is required under the law is a
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disclosure so that there is no double effort to address the same issue; that they have written
separately to the Executive and then wrote to us. This section only requires a disclosure. If there
is any other effort elsewhere, this Assembly should not take up the matter until that other effort is
concluded. In this case, they have said they have not made any other effort elsewhere. Within our
mandate, we have a jurisdiction over the matters that they have raised. This petition is properly
before us since they have made a disclosure that this matter is not being addressed at any other
forum.

| think, Members, we are settled on this issue. The Members for Wanjohi, Leshau Pondo,
Charagita and the Majority Whip are all Members of the committee on Health. | do not know how
you will deal with these issues so that we can put them behind us. I think this is the fifth time we
shall be dealing with the same issue. | have said this in the communication. Is it that nothing is
happening on all these issues that we are raising? That is what | expected Members to speak about.
Shall we continue to get petitions on the same issues, day in day out? Has this Assembly been
confined to deal with health issues? That they are important is undeniable, but for how long are
we going to deal with them when the same issues are recurring every week and month? We need
to put this matter to rest, that is why invoking Standing Order No 204, however the committee on
Health wants to take issues and involve the public in answering to this petition, let the public come
and say what they think about the health sector in this county. We shall not, as an Assembly, be
speaking about the same issues every day. | do not think it is fair for us and the people of this
County.

(Hon. Suleiman Kimani gave up his seat to Hon. Wairimu Njane and took an unmarked
seat)

(Hon. Mwangi Maitai rose on a point of order)

Yes, Member for Central.

Hon. Mwangi Maitai: Mr Speaker, everyone is aware that there is Covid-19. However,
some of the members are not observing the regulations thereby endangering our lives.

Speaker: Hon. Members, if you are sitting on a seat on an unmarked seat, you are out of
order and | do not have to belabour that; the concerned member should act appropriately.

Yes, Member for Leshau Pondo.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Thank you, Mr Speaker. If the Member is not in his rightful
place, can’t he be escorted out so that we continue? Escorting him out will do us a great favour.

Speaker: Member for Kanjuiri Range, |1 am aware that the Deputy Speaker is not around.
| have allowed him to be on zoom. You can take up his seat. The Member for Charagita has pulled
a Fast on you.

Hon. James Gachomba: Mr Speaker, the only problem with the Member for Kanjuiri
Range is that he played the Good Samaritan, gave his seat to the member for Charagita and then
decided to take an unmarked seat.

Speaker: The member for Kanjuiri Range has always been a gentleman. Member for
Leshau Pondo, proceed.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: Thank you, Mr Speaker. History has repeated itself, there is a
time we were fighting for the Leader of Majority’s seat and at one point I took it and Hon. King’ori
was as stranded as the Member for a Kanjuiri Range.
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Mr Speaker, | wanted to say that there are so many issues that are coming up in the wake
of Covid-19 pandemic and they need to be addressed. | think that this petition does not even need
60 days. If we are to save lives, it should take shorter time to be dispensed with. However, Mr
Speaker, Sir, as a member of the Committee on Health Services, there is a request | would like to
make to this House; we need support. Some of the things cannot be done via zoom. For some
committees, due to the magnitude of the issues they are handling, you need to allow them to have
physical meetings and give them maximum support. The statements that we are required to respond
to in this House, are quite taxing. We are also preparing a statement on community health
volunteers. As a committee, we need a lot of support so that we can dispense of these matters. If
a petition comes here and is meant to save lives but it takes 60 days to be dispensed with, 1 do not
think that will be fair for the people of Nyandarua. Thank you.

Speaker: Member for Githabai, Hon. Rimui Kaiyani.

Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | was bashed a bit by my good
friend, Hon. Kung’u. Once in a while we assess our strength. This time around he got me.

| also want to agree with the petitioners. The members of the public are right to request for

information from the Assembly, as the first approach. Therefore, we are encouraging them to be
requesting information because they have a lot of confidence in us and that is why we are here to
represent them.

My only observation would be that, it has been noted on the national forum that the curve
is flattening which is a positive gesture since the start of the pandemic six months down the line.
So, as this information is being sought, the Committee, which is equal to the task will also bear in
mind that the risk exposure to our healthcare services providers will also go down because the
curve is flattening. We hope to go back to normalcy as soon as possible.

Hon. Speaker, the reports are many and the committee needs to join together with medics
to gather information. As the Hon. Member has said, they don’t need 60 days to provide that
information. | am so sure that the information is available to connect the missing dots to the House
as soon as possible and make the petitioners happy with the information they require. In that case,
as the curve flattens and cases come down, which we are hopefully wishing because as some of us
who have children who were supposed to sit their exams last year can rest because you can imagine
the psychological effect it has had on them. They have had to wait for this long and they will be
glad to back to school and sit for their exams as soon as they are told to and as soon as this
pandemic slows down, the better for us. I can’t imagine getting to elections campaigns, which are
naturally supposed to start next year or in the next four months amid this pandemic. The reason is
that we will be required to keep social distance when we need to address the electorate and tell
them what we have been able to achieve and what we shall achieve in the next five years if they
grant us the opportunity. We pray that this pandemic will be gone so that our campaigns will be
fully attended. Therefore, we cannot wait to see this curve flattening and we go back to normalcy.
With those remarks, | want to support. Thank you.

Speaker: Okay; Chairperson and Member for Gathanji, Hon. Ngumo Ngamau.

Hon. Ngumo Ngamau: Thank you Mr Speaker. | just want to tell the committee members
that today we were supposed to have a meeting and you can remember that last week we had
several petitions and you said that we are going to have a physical meeting. You have agreed to
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give us that opportunity. So, after plenary, | would urge the committee members that we assemble
and deliberate on the issues at hand. The committee clerk was supposed to give us the submissions
from the County Executive and therefore, | am requesting that we have that meeting in the
afternoon.

(Hon. Joseph Kariuki rose on a point of order)

Speaker: What is it County Member from Rurii?

Hon. Joseph Kariuki: Is it in order for the Chairperson of the Committee on Health
Services to call for a meeting while his committee is failing on the issue of Covd-19.

Speaker: Actually, Chairperson of the Health Services Committee, | think this is not the
right forum to tell us what the committee is doing and on what they are agreeing on with the
Speaker. But | think what the Chair wanted to do is to encourage the members that they are on
these issues and they have taken steps to ask the Speaker to allow them for a physical meeting. As
alluded to by the Member for Githabai, some of these issues might require physical presence. |
think, for the Member of the Health Services Committee, Hon. Joseph Kariuki, is that Chair wanted
to assure us that the members of the committee are on the right path to achieving the expectations
of the Members. Member for Leshau Pondo, Hon. Gathungu Kamau.

Hon. Gathungu Kamau: | think that the point of order has been overtaken by events but
what | wanted to say is that, as the Cabinet Secretary for Health has previously said, if we behave
normally, this disease will treat us abnormally. Therefore, that is why, even in the plenary, the
Chairperson of the Committee on Health Services can rise and request for a meeting. We have to
behave abnormally to keep things right.

Speaker: Yes. Member for Njabini Kiburu, Hon. James Kiiru Gachomba.

Hon. James Gachomba: Thank you Mr Speaker. 1 also rise to support the petitioners who
have requested this August House for information regarding the budget for Covid-19. This issue
has become a thorn in this House. We have mandated the Committee on Health Services to come
up with a strategy and tell us what the County Government is doing in terms of preparedness in
combating this disease which has affected our people and the country.

Mr Speaker, let us understand the mandate of the Committee on Health Services. You see,
there was a problem when we started to move around to gather information. The petitioners, who
are our people, might see as though we are not serious. You are aware that there is a budget set
aside to combat this disease and the Committee on Health Services has been mandated by this
Honourable House to expedite the process of coming with a comprehensive report so that this issue
is settled. The public has confidence with what we are doing. On that petition, the petitioners are
asking the Assembly to be more vigilant in terms of scrutinizing the money allocated to combating
Covid-19. So, it is upon the committee to come up with recommendations that will be adopted by
this House and set our people free. We should not be here talking all the time, about how the
Committee is going to look into the issues of isolation centres and PPEs. I think it is about time
we moved on and came up with a report that this House is going to adopt and ensure that measures
have been taken.
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So, | support the petition.

Speaker: Yes, Member for Gatimu, Hon. Kieru Wambui.

Hon. Kieru Wambui: Thank you Mr Speaker. | only have one concern. We have
considered many matters inconclusively especially when it comes to the Committee on Health
Services. As you have said, Mr Speaker, under Standing Order No.203, you are allowing Members
to make observations and clarifications relating to the petition and it is worthwhile. Although 1
don’t know which Standing Order, I move that this matter be dealt with by the Whole House. The
manner in which this issue of health has played out since March shows that we have been ‘mark-
timing’. It seems that there is something wrong somewhere and I cannot understand it. We hear
that some people are told not to attend committee meetings and site visits. These are the kind of
politics! How can we bring this matter to an end? Now that the public has come again with a
petition and they want us to consider this matter, | move that the petition be handled by the Whole
House. Thank you.

Speaker: Yes, Member for Weru, Hon. Mbogo Mburu.

Hon. Mbogo Mburu: From the onset, | want to register my support for what other
Members are saying. These are clear implications of the statements that was sought here two weeks
ago. The general public is following closely what we are saying because we communicate and
interact with them through various platforms. They have been following as per what was
communicated through the statement. It is the same statement that we intimated that the public is
not contented with the information being relayed to them. Through your wisdom, it has been ruled
that this matter will be handled by the Committee on Health Services. It is therefore a sincere
wakeup call for them. Let us expedite this issue once and for all. As | said when | rose on the floor,
let them tell us, through their conscience, the ICU beds that we have, how the budget has been
spent and tell us the amount that has already been paid because, Mr Speaker, as the Member for
Leshau Pondo has said, we don’t even need to wait for 60 days. This is information that has been
clearly documented. It can even be availed to us tomorrow. Members of the public are contented
with the information that we are giving. They keep on asking the same questions. When you go to
local mung ethos* you will hear it. Although now it has come to this House as a petition, which is
what is the perception of the people in our localities. They think that the money meant to fight
Covid-19 has not been accounted for and the County Government of Nyandarua was not prepared
for it. Let us see the committee providing clear information on what is there and the preparedness
of our county in fighting the pandemic. The issues, as have been raised by my senior from Gatimu
because he came before me in this House, should not arise. The Chairperson of the committee
should not come here telling us that members are sabotaging the meetings. This time round, we
are giving them a chance and we are waiting to see if they are equal to the task. If not, we can think
of coming up with an Ad Hoc Committee. | remember we had such a committee and the budget
was passed by the Committee on Water, Environment and Natural Resources. So, if they think that
there is something that might impede the execution of their mandate, let them explicitly say it here

! Shopping Centre
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and we are going to come up with another committee and expedite the matter even within three
days. Thank you Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Yes Member for Wanjohi, Hon. Isaac Kung’u.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Thank you Mr Speaker. | rise to support what Hon. Kieru has said in
this House and | am saying this, as a member of the Committee on Health Services. When | listen
to the members, some of them have even tr=ed to castigate the committee. Some have even tried
to say that they need a comprehensive report while others have said that they are waiting and the
committee needs not to whine.

Mr Speaker, we presented a 31-page report in this House with clear recommendations and
findings of what had been done. The committee has played its role. We sat for three days and
prepared that report with recommendations. It is not the failure of the committee. We have done
our work! This matter has been coming up again and again. | have seen in this Assembly, matters
that are not as serious as the matters being dealt with by the Committee on Health Services being
dealt by the whole House. The matter to do with MTF is one of them. These matters are not as
important as health matters. | have seen CECMs being summoned here to deal with arising issues.
Why is everyone running away from health matters and pushing the Health Services to deal with
these issues? Why? They want to know whether the Mechanical and Transport Fund (MTF) issues
are more important compared to health matters in this County Mr Speaker. It is all in vain to ask
the Health Services Committee to present another report. The report they presented in this
assembly has been lying idle and nothing has been done. | stand as a Member of the Health
Services Committee, so fed up and | doubt we are headed anywhere as a County. We are in a
vicious circle going nowhere. This house should attend to this issue with the urgency it deserves.

Speaker: Member for Charagita, Hon. Wairimu Njane.

Hon. Wairimu Njane: Thank you Mr Speaker. | also rise as a member of the Health
Services Committee. | agree with what Hon. Isaac Kung’u and Hon. Kieru Wambui have said.
This matter should be considered by the whole house because it is affecting each and every one of
us. When we were presenting that report, Mr Speaker if I can well remember...

(Hon. Wambugu King ori rose on a point of order)

Speaker: What is it Member for North Kinangop, Hon. Wambugu King’ori?

Hon. Wambugu King’ori: Mr Speaker, | am rising on a point of order. The behaviour
Member for Njabini/Kiburu Hon. James Gachomba is having here is distracting me and the whole
house. | am wondering whether he is not conversant with his phone. It is making loud noises. Is it
in order in this honourable house for the member for Njabini/Kiburu to behave in this manner?

Speaker: Majority Leader, the passive manner demonstrated by the Member for
Njabini/Kiburu shows that he is as guilty as charged. Manage your phone, Hon. James Gachomba.
Proceed Member for Charagita, Hon. Wairimu Njane.

Hon. Wairimu Njane: Thank you Mr Speaker. | was saying before the interruption, that
we requested that this matter be considered by the whole house while we were presenting the report
as a Committee. It would be wrong for some members to purport that the Health Services
Committee has not done as much. We have given this matter all our time and energy as members.
We have also presented a report just as Hon. Isaac Kung’u has stated and it has not been considered
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at all. It will be a waste of time for us to be asked to present another report. We have seen in other
reports, the Ministers presenting themselves here. | think you should do the same for the Health
Services Committee, Mr Speaker. All members will be present, and ask all the pertinent questions
to the Minister and all concerned parties. Members, let us not bury our heads in the sand and blame
the members of Health Services Committee. It is not fair.

Mr Speaker, you know that we have gone to greater heights in trying to deal with this
matter. In fact, some of the answers Members are seeking, we also need them. An example is on
the Covid-19 Budget where we stated that volunteers should be paid. We want to know whether
they were paid and who were the volunteers. My plea Mr Speaker Sir is that, this matter be dealt
with conclusively by this house and not sweep it under the carpet. Let it be given the seriousness
it deserves. Thank you Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Yes Member for Njabini/Kiburu, Hon. James Gachomba.

Hon. James Gachomba: Thank you Mr Speaker. | do not want to dwell much on what the
members have stated about the Health Services Committee; but we are aware that the report that
was presented in this Honourable House by one of the Committee Members, was a progressive
report. We are therefore waiting for the final...

Speaker: No! No! That is the implementation report that was progressive. The Health
Services Committee Report was final with recommendations. The information might not have been
very helpful.

Yes, Majority Party Leader

Hon. Wambugu King’ori: Thank you Mr Speaker. | would like to say that this Health
issue in our County is now at a point where all members and stakeholders should be put in place.
Just as Member for Charagita Hon. Wairimu Njane has stated, other issues in other departments
are being taken seriously in this house. A good example is when we were tackling the Mechanical
and Transport Fund issue. We have mechanisms that govern the Executive to implement. Before
you put this petition to the Health Services Committee Mr Speaker, why don’t we call upon the
County Executive Committee Member for Health, Dr Mungai? He should come here and respond
to the report that was already approved by this honourable house.

We will be in a position to ask him questions directly and where he fails to respond, we act
upon. Most of the questions being raised here are raising eyebrows. We are talking about the
Covid-19 Supplementary Budget that had already been responded to in this house. The Committee
of implementation has a preliminary report that has already been tabled this in house. We are
waiting for the comprehensive report from the same Committee that will be brought to this house
Mr Speaker. We are languishing in this matter and | would humbly request that you call upon the
Minister of Health Services to come and respond to the questions and statements that have been
raised in this house. That way, we will be in a position to move ahead. Even if it calls for the
immediate visit to the Governor, we should go ahead. We are going around in circles and the final
say is with this honourable house. We are waiting for the concerned parties to give us answers in
this house. That is my humble contribution. Thank you Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Yes Member for Engineer, Hon. Samuel Njatha.

Hon. Samuel Njatha: Thank you Mr Speaker. | remember very well, having placed a
wake-up call to this House and it seems as though we are a step back. The issues raised here in this
House have not been addressed as they should by the Executive. This House should wake up
because | can see the Executive is already a step ahead in playing their political gimmicks. |
understand that some of the committee members of the Executive may have committed some grave
misdeeds. They have swapped their positions and assumed office in other quarters. This House
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should play its role and see to it that the concerned parties should not step their foot into other
offices. This House should get cracking and play its role as required. Thank you Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Member for Central, Hon. Mwangi Maitai.

Hon. Mwangi Maitai: Thank you Mr Speaker, Sir. It feels like this has turned into a song.
I don’t know whether it is praise and worship, bongo or other lyrics. It is high time that we realize
that we should not politicize health issues. The report was presented but nothing has been
happening. The public has even petitioned the Assembly to make a follow up on the same. With
your guidance Mr Speaker, if plan A does not work the alphabet has 25 more letters. It is time to
stop this Covid-19 preparedness song. We should call upon the County Executive Committee
Member and the Chief Officer to come and explain to us what is happening. If they are not ready
to work, they should pack and go. This is for the interest of Wanjiku to be healthy. | stand to be
guided Mr Speaker. Thank you.

Speaker: Yes Member for Karau, Hon. Kenn Mukira.

Hon. Kenn Mukira: Thank you Mr Speaker, | rise in support of the team that has been
concerned in a special way about the health issues in Nyandarua. This Covid-19 issue has raised
eyebrows even in the National Government. Money has disappeared, services not rendered, calls
for the Cabinet Secretary for Health to step aside among others. Our core function as a house is to
safeguard the lives of our people. We should ensure that the people of Nyandarua have access to
universal health coverage. | happened to visit the facility being erected for the isolation of Covid-
19 patients yesterday. We have the maternity theatre that was converted into a Covid-19 Intensive
Care Unit in the same location. | want to state with no hesitation that it very worrying to see that
the masonry workers and carpenters are mingling with the patients in isolation. I was standing two
metres away from some of the patients seated with no knowledge whatsoever that they were Covid-
19 patients. The workers there are interacting physically every day. When issues of concern are
raised here. Mr Speaker, we are doing it because we need to safeguard the lives of the people.
When you see the members of the public bringing a petition here, it tells you a lot about the
concerns people have on Covid-19 pandemic.

Mr Speaker we need to support them and make sure that these concerns are addressed. The
Health Services Committee also needs the support of other Members and we are prepared to come
on board and make sure that the people of Nyandarua are given the right services at the right time.
People pay taxes and we have not seen people refusing to pay taxes and they should be given the
services they deserve in equal measure. Thank you, Mr Speaker,

Speaker: Yes, Member for Murungaru Hon. Kariuki Muchiri.

Hon. Kariuki Muchiri: Thank you Mr Speaker. | also wish to make comments on the
issue of health. | want to say that the issue of health for our people is critical and it should be taken
very seriously. As an Assembly, we have done what we are supposed to do. Mr Speaker in the
budget we allocated money for the fight against Covid-19 and we need to see the Executive
implementing programs that will mitigate the effects of Covid-19.

The other day a report was tabled in this House on matter health and it is upon the Executive
to implement the resolutions that were passed by this House. | am happy that this petition has come
when we had already discussed a report on matters health. If this petition had come before that
report, then it would have sent a very bad signal; that we are sleeping on our jobs. This petition
has come when we have already taken action.

Mr Speaker we have passed very many resolutions in this House but they have all been
shelved by the Executive. | think it is a bad culture for this House to pass so many resolutions but
the executive refuses to act on most of them. Since this touches our people’s health Mr Speaker, I
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think it is important that the executive implements our resolutions to the letter. It is on that note
that | wish to support all those members that have said that the CECM of the County Department
of Health Services, Dr Mungai should come here and answer our concerns and table a plan for
implementation of the resolutions that have been passed by this House. With those few remarks, |
hope to see the said CECM in this House responding to our issues.

Speaker: Yes, Member for Kanjuiri Range Hon. Suleiman Kimani.

Hon. Suleiman Kimani: Thank you Mr Speaker. | rise to raise my issues that relate to that
petition. To start with, | can support what the members of health; member for Wanjohi and Member
for Charagita, that this issue on health be dealt with by the whole House.

Mr Speaker when | listened to the report that was tabled here by the Committee on Health
Services, | feel like about 80% of the issues that were raised by the petition were addressed by the
committee in that report. When the CECM for County Department of Health Services comes to
this House, let him first answer the issues that were raised in the report. If those resolutions had
been implemented, then there would be no petition. Let us not allow this to wait for a long time.

Mr Speaker at your discretion let this be an issue of the whole House and we ask the CECM
for Health Services those questions so that we can have the petition responded to. Even if we were
to give this petition to a special committee of this House to deal with it, it shall still get stuck
somewhere. You can see that they have not done anything from the report. We therefore have to
ensure that this issue is dealt with. In my opinion it should be dealt with by the whole House.
Health is critical as the member for Murungaru has said. It is a matter of people lives. Let us have
a good arrangement so that we do this once and fall all. Thank you, Mr Speaker

Speaker: Hon. Members | think it is very depressing when you talk about issues of health
in this County. It is because some people do not want to give basic information on what it
happening in this county. It is even more depressive, and | have said this before, when we learn
that we can call a CECM here only for him to come and lie. A CECM coming to lie to this House
on issues that are not in the ground. When there was reshuffle, the area that | expected the governor
to deal with is the county health sector. I understand the disappointment of the members. | know
that most of you follow the social media pages in this County. You will find a CECM lying that
there are programs within wards which are not there in the budget. The MCA will then be required
to see to it that the project happens when there are no budgetary allocations. The CECM is aware
but he misleads the public. He has no problem doing that. When we are dealing with this kind of
department where lying is the thing, I do not think we shall be able to go very far.

As a House | think we need to sit in an informal way, put our heads together and decide
what to do. With the present infrastructure in the County Health Department, | can assure you that
Nyandarua is going nowhere.

Unfortunately for now, this matter has come by way of a petition. There is no other way
you can deal with a petition. You cannot call the Committee of the Whole House to deal with a
petition. Therefore, the petition will have to be handled by the Committee on Health Services and
by way of an inquiry where the committee has powers to even invite the individual doctors like
the hospital administrators, superintendent, director, Chief Officer, CECMs and even the Chairman
and the secretary of the Board of Management. So, that is why | am saying that an inquiry is a bit
wider as you respond to this issue. You can even call and map out the stakeholders in the health
sector so that you are able to summon them and prepare a comprehensive report after doing a
comprehensive inquiry. An inquiry has no limitations. Even if you want to talk to the people of
Ol’Kalou who are affected directly by the status of J.M. Memorial Hospital, we can allow you a
hall in town so that you can go and gather this information. If that is the direction we have to go,
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we have to do it because it is not fair that we can be sitting here as a House and lies are being
peddled all over about our health sector. Unfortunately, for the time being, that is to be done by
the Health Services Committee and | will be expecting one of the members to tell when they will
be conducting that inquiry and give us a report. There is no other way you can deal with a petition
especially considering Standing Order No. 203 and 204. They state that it is the relevant committee
and is coached in mandatory terms. However, | would encourage the Committee on Health
Services to sit and that the protocols that apply to ordinary members in the public services cannot
apply to us because our infrastructure of doing business is different. The Assembly cannot do any
business when we only have four people. Therefore, as Assemblies and we have directed across
the Country, as County Assemblies Forum, that our members will be able to conduct business with
the members of the public. So, the Health Services Committee will be allowed, during these
physical meetings, to call the people they will be able to call and conduct this inquiry.

Secondly, 1 would ask the Health Services Committee that once they sit today as requested,
they should come up with a questionnaire of all the issues that they have made recommendations
and resolutions, which have not been acted on. Then, | will use that questionnaire to constitute a
Committee of the Whole so that the Committee on Health Services can come here alongside all
officers that we might need. Through that questionnaire because infrastructure of Constituting the
Committee on General Oversight is very clear, we need to have a questionnaire by either a member
or a committee to be able to convene a Committee on General Oversight. So, | am encouraging
the members of the Committee on Health Services including Hon. Kung’u, Majority Whip and
Mheshimiwa Gathungu to come up with that questionnaire and we will be able to do a Committee
on General Oversight. For now, you will have to respond to the petition. Over and above the
Committee on General Oversight, which has the restrictions although the rules are relaxed, | think
we should call a leaders meeting on the health sector in which we shall have the Governor. I don’t
think that the Governor is too busy to address health issues in this County. We should not continue
talking about the CECM in charge of Health or the Chief Officer. This is an issue that the Governor
should take direct responsibility. | am thinking that, and, the Majority Party Whip, and | expected
that the Leader of the Majority Party would have been here, let us agree, as the leadership of this
House, we liaise with and his Executive Committee so that we meet with them, the 40 of us. We
should then discuss, face-to-face, about the health sector and the lies that have been peddled by Dr
Mungai and his officials. I think it is only him but other people have integrity in that department.
We should discuss those issues face-to-face in the presence of the Governor because he has to take
responsibility about health sector in this county. So, Majority Party Whip, I think we shall sit with
the leadership of this House and write to the Governor and ask him to convene a meeting of his
Executive Committee and discuss the health issues. That is a three pronged; the committee must
bring us a report on the petition, we then shall constitute a Committee on General Oversight to
bring Dr Mungai here with the questionnaire as prepared by the Committee on Health Services
and then, there must be a leadership meeting headed by the Governor to discuss the health sector
in this County. This is a shame and as leader in Nyandarua, you cannot even walk free in town
when the sector is in the deathbed. Therefore, | appreciate all these issues so that we address some
of the small issues in the service such as training. Yesterday, | was called by two nurses. They told
me they were handling Covid-19 suspected cases but they have not been trained. One of the nurses
told me something very poignant. When some people were taken to the purported Nyandarua
University campus in Hon. Kieru’s place, after four days, there was a graduation but they were
telling me that they don’t even have certificate to show that they were trained. Who trained them?
Issue them with certificates! They have not been trained and they are left on their own mechanisms
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to handle suspected Covid-19 cases. Money has been spent, | think to the tune of Kes.7,000,000
for training. Where did it happen and which venue? So, we cannot keep quiet when our people are
dying and our health workers are exposed and suffering. These are matters that need to be
addressed.

It is said that money has been spent on volunteers and they have names. We know that they
are 869. Let us have their names and the money paid to them. What is so difficult about it? Don’t
they sign when they get paid? Even if it is bank transfers, we should get the bank statements. These
issues are merely hot air. On medical allowances, we have been told that Kshs.12,000,000 has
been paid but to who? Nobody has received the amount. On the payroll for July, the allowances
were there for the National Government but the local allowances we allocated here of about
Kshs.42 million, have not been paid to anyone. So, we need to come out because every time we
talk, we are told that we are introducing politics in the health sector. We are saying that we will
not allow this ‘eating’ culture in the sector and we are going to bring out all these issues. Therefore,
let approach this issue in a three-pronged way and let us bring the truth to the surface and make
sure that the health sector gets on its feet again and moves forward. This Assembly has a
responsibility to ensure that the sector gets on its feet again. What is happening in the health sector
is pathetic and we cannot allow this to continue. The County Executive has not complained that it
does not have enough money. If they say that there is a deficiency of funds, we could understand
them but money is there and it is not being used. The Controller of Budget has told us that the
Nyandarua’s money seems to be entirely committed. Committed for what and it is not being used?
They have committed the money in the entire budget but not buying anything or doing something
with that money. So, as an Assembly and the Speaker of this House, we are not going to continue
talking about health issues here. These are very basic issues that require common sense and should
be resolved decisively. Member of the Health Services Committee, what time do you require for
the petition? Definitely, according to the law there must be a response to the committee of General
Oversight even as we move to having a leadership meeting to discuss the issue of our health status.

Yes, Member for Kanjuiri Range, Hon Suleiman Kimani.

Hon Suleiman Kimani: Thank you Mr Speaker. You have said that there is a questionnaire
to be prepared by the Health Services Committee and you also need a group that will meet the
Governor. There is also the issue of the petition that is going to be handled by the members of the
Health Services committee. | wanted to seek clarity as to which issue should precede the other.
This will help us to be well facilitated with the right information. Thank you.

Speaker: Very important clarification. First, the petition might take time because of the
witness hearing and making of the statement. Committee of general oversight will be an immediate
concern. As | meet the leadership and I expect to meet them today, our first approach should be to
write to the Governor about all our issues. It is a meeting that can be held within the shortest time
possible. We shall approach the issue that we can meet the Governor within the shortest possible
notice. The Governor together with his team should also join us when we are going on a retreat to
do the reports. We go tackle this health issue and by the time we come back to Nyandarua County
we make headway. The Committee of general oversight might not be necessary if we are able to
get the right information from our meeting with the Governor and the Executive. Finally, all the
information we will have gathered shall be incorporated in the response to the petition by members
of the public.

Yes, Chairman for Health Services Committee and Member for Gathanji, Hon. Ngumo
Ngamau.
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Hon. Ngumo Ngamau: Thank you Mr Speaker. In regard to the issue of the petition, |
think it is prudent to ask for two weeks.

Speaker: Alright, for purposes of receiving information from different quotas, you might
require some more time. It will also help you as a committee to bring a comprehensive response
to the public. With that, there will be no more petitions on the same issues. So, Chair, I was thinking
you give it a month. Let us see how fast our meeting with the Governor can happen. We shall have
a heart to heart talk about the health sector in Nyandarua County. The Health Services Committee
will then prepare the questionnaire. Let us have the Ministry here to come and respond to those
questions. You can immediately plan on how to get these people to come and testify before the
court.

Hon. Ngumo Ngamau: One month is okay.

Speaker: Very well. | am requesting that we converge again at quarter past eleven for the
committee of general oversight and the Mechanical and Transport Fund issues that we suspended
with the County Executive Committee Member for Roads. It might not proceed but I do not think
it is right to communicate a matter of the committee of General Oversight in the plenary. We need
to communicate that matter in the presence of that committee itself. We therefore adjourn and
convene immediately at 11:15a.m. for the committee of general oversight.

Next order.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Members, the business for this particular sitting having been exhausted, this House
will now adjourn to today Tuesday, 1% September, 2020 at 2.30 p.m.

(The House rose at 10.48 a.m.)
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