19 October 2022 COUNTY ASSEMBLY DEBATES 1

REPUBLIC OF KENYA

NYANDARUA COUNTY ASSEMBLY
3RD ASSEMBLY — 1°T SESSION

OFFICIAL REPORT

Wednesday 19" October 2022

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chambers at 9:30 a.m.
(The Speaker, Hon. Stephen Waiganjo, in the Chair)

PRAYER
QUORUM CALL AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SITTING
(The clerk-at-the-table confirmed that there was quorum)

Speaker: First order.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR
DIRECTIONS ON STATEMENTS PREVIOUSLY SOUGHT

Hon. Members, | had given an undertaking to issue directions on how the two statements
sought yesterday will be processed and considered in the House. Kindly allow me to issue
directions later in the day, in the afternoon sitting at 2.30 p.m.

Yes, Member for Central.

Hon. Peter Maina: M Speaker, | sought one of the statements. | realized that a lot was
missing in the statement. With the indulgence of this House and having consulted the Clerk’s
office, | request to add more information to the statement. In this regard, | request that I be allowed
to re-seek the statement on Wednesday next week. Thank you.

Speaker: You are comfortable if we defer the statement to next week?

Hon. Peter Maina: Yes, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Well, the directions are so issued.

Next order.

STATEMENTS
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1. STATUS OF COMMUNITY HEALTH VOLUNTEERS AND DISTRIBUTION OF PHARMACEUTICAL
SUPPLIES

Yes, Hon. Isaac Mbae.

Hon. Isaac Mbae: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | hereby seek a statement from the Chairperson
of the Committee on Health Services raising the following concerns:

Aware that article 43 of the Constitution provides for the right to the highest attainable
standard of health, which includes the right to health care services, including reproductive health
care While Part Il of the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution of Kenya 2010 outlines health services
as part of the devolved functions of County Governments;

Cognizant of the fact that the health sector in our Nation and counties are facing myriad of
challenges key amongst them being an inadequate human resource, limited medical facilities and
equipment and huge number patients caused by emergence and prevalence of various diseases
which have continually strained service delivery;

Appreciating that this House has been in constant and continuous engagement with the
County Department of Health Services with an aim of improving service delivery which includes
inter alia the engagement of Community Health VVolunteers, prompt payment of casual workers in
the health facilities and purchase and distribution of drugs and pharmaceutical products;

Further appreciating that this House has for the past financial years allocated and
appropriated funds to the Health Services Department for the payment of Community Health
Workers and Casual Workers and the purchase of drugs and pharmaceutical products;

Concerned that there has been prolonged outcry by the Community Health VVolunteers and
casual workers in the health sector due to non-payment for the services rendered and lack of proper
engagement framework of the said workers and volunteers yet they play a very critical role in the
health sector by executing promotive and preventive health strategies that aid in the reduction in
application of curative health strategies;

Further concerned that there has been a public outcry on lack of and/or inadequacy of drugs
and pharmaceutical products and allegations of theft of drugs and pharmaceutical products from
the County’s health facilities while the few products available do not address the prevalent diseases
in the County;

Noting that proper engagement and payment of Community Health VVolunteers and casual
workers will highly improve promotive and preventive health strategies ultimately reduce the
upsurge of patients in the health facilities;

Arising from the foregoing, | seek that the Chairperson of the Committee on Health
Services does provide the following information:

) Why there has been a challenge in the payment of Community Health VVolunteers
and Casual Workers in the Health Sector despite this House appropriating funds for
the same and the steps the Department intends to take to ensure that there is a
framework for structured payments;

i) The number of community health workers in the County per ward as at September
2022, the amount of funds owed to them and when payments will be effected;
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i) The progress made in formulation of a Community Health Volunteers’ Policy as
previously requested by this House addressing the following;

Guidelines that outline promotive and preventive health strategies,

Engagement of Community Health VVolunteers,

Supervision of Community Health Volunteers,

The welfare of the Community Health VVolunteers, and

The training and capacity building of the Community Health VVolunteers;

iv) The most prevalent diseases in the County and the steps taken by the Department
of Health Services to address the prevalence; and

V) Why there is a chronic lack of and/or inadequacy of many drugs and pharmaceutical
products in the County Health Facilities for common diseases and the criteria used
in ascertaining the type of drugs and pharmaceutical products to be purchased and
distributed in the County.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir.
Speaker: The statement is duly sought.

(Hon. Mathu Wainaina rose on his feet)

What is it Member for Mirangine?

Hon. Mathu Wainaina: Thank you, Mr Speaker. We would like to add on the statement
so that the chairperson of the Committee on Health can respond to this also. | would like to know
whether there is a budgetary allocation to cater for the health volunteers. Those people are our
sisters and brothers and we need to facilitate them. If there is no allocation for the same, we request
the Chairman of the Committee on Budget and Appropriations to allocate. Those people are
suffering despite working for the county voluntarily. We need to facilitate them. Let them feel and
enjoy the government of Nyandarua.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

(Hon. Isaac Kung'u rose on a point of information)

Speaker: Member for Mirangine, do you need that information?

Hon. Mathu Wainaina: | do

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: | want to inform the member for Mirangine that money for health
volunteers has always been provided by the Committee on Budget and Appropriations. This is
done through the hospital and health centre transfers to a tune of Kshs. 27 million and Kshs. 23
million respectively. Reasons for not to be paid can only be given by the chief officer and the
CECM department of Health Services.

Hon. Mathu Wainaina: Thank you for that information. From that, | would like to seek
some more information on patients that stay in hospital for lack of medical bills. I would like the
Committee to get information on the money they give to the deserving cases. We also need to
know the criteria used. The other day we saw a patient who stayed in J.M Hospital for three months
before they could pay the medical bills.

Speaker: Member for Shamata.

Hon. Reuben Gitau: Thank you, Mr speaker. | thank the seeker of the statement, Hon.
Isaac Mbae. This statement is timely. | would like to zero down on casual workers. You realize
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that casual workers are employed on a budget lines. I think this is the only County that seeks free
services from labourers...

Speaker: Member for Shamata, you are not audible. I think there is a problem with these
mics.

Hon. Reuben Gitau: | have the same problem as you do in terms of height. When | look
at you, we are almost of the same height.

As | have said, | would like to zero down on casual workers. They are employed on a
budget line. In Shamata dispensary, we have four casual workers. They have stayed for more than
six months without pay yet the Chairperson of the Committee on Budget and Appropriations said
that there is a budget for their pay. As they respond to the statement, I would like them to tell us
why they employ casual workers, and despite having a budget for their pay they do not pay them.
It is very unfair for someone to provide services for months without pay.

Speaker: Member for Weru.

Hon. Mbogo Mburu: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | commend the seeker of this statement.
He has given a wake-up call to the Committee on Health Services. | will zero in on chronic diseases
and their drugs. It is shameful that in the 21 Century, a resident of Nyandarua cannot access
medication on chronic diseases. Patients travel for distances looking for medicines but they get
none. | will challenge the Chairperson of the Committee on Health Services not to rely on the
documents provided by the department to answer the questions in this statement. | know what they
will do. They will hurriedly go and write very huge reports, bring them to the Committee and tell
you that there are medicines. | urge the Chair to visit the said facilities, chosen randomly, for
instance Ndaragwa Health Centre pharmacy and ascertain that what is on record is actual.

| go to Kasuku town where | represent and they have diabetic clinics. As | walk along those

corridors, | hear the elderly complaining about lacking requisite medications which are given
freely in the Country. If those are not available what of the other expensive drugs?
My interest is on the drug supply and inadequacy. This County has been giving about Kshs. 30
million on quarterly basis regularly. Moreover, every time you go to those facilities, they complain
that there are no drugs. | would therefore be requesting the Chair, and, | can see him highlighting,
that they should not be given information in paperwork. They should make site visits and ascertain
that the information provided is what is in our pharmacies of our health facilities.

So, the statement is timely because if we are not going to come up with clear framework
and structure of giving medication to our people, then we ought not to be here.

Thank you Mr Speaker, Sir.

Speaker: Thank you, Member for Weru. We shall next have Member for Magumu, Hon.
Kassana. | will be coming to you Hon. Peter Mwangi Maina.

Hon. Hussein Kassana: Thank you Mr Speaker. | think the Member for Weru has echoed
my statement.

Speaker: Very well. Yes, Member for Ndaragwa Central, Hon. Peter Mwangi Maina.

Hon. Peter Mwangi: Thank you Mr Speaker. | wish to thank the seeker of the statement,
Hon. Isaac Mbae, and state that what he has done is right and timely.

I will zero in on Community Health Volunteers (CHVs) because they are the most critical
caregivers in our society and | would like to know whether they get protective gears when
undertaking their functions. To add on that, | would also like to touch on social department in our
facilities. As Hon. Member has raised, it is important to mention that most patients are admitted to
the facilities and it takes them a lot of time there for them to be cleared yet we have a budget.
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The last issue is on pharmaceutical supplies. To bring to your attention, in East and Central
Africa, Kenya is ranked the best in pharmacovigilance. And, considering that we are in the 21%
century, it is very bad that our health facilities lack good and quality drugs which should be helping
our people. For example, antihypertensive and antidiabetic drugs are not found in our dispensaries.
You will find that most of our patients are forced to travel all the way from Ndaragwa to come and
seek these two drugs in O1’Kalou or they buy them from private chemists.

| understand that the Chair of the Committee on Health Services is equal to the task and |
know that a lot is expected from him.

Thank you.

Speaker: Yes, the Leader of the Majority Party.

Hon. Mwangi Nyaga: Thank you Mr Speaker, Sir for allowing me to participate on this
and | want to thank the seeker of the motion, Hon. Mbae, because this statement is timely. My area
of concern has been or is on Community Health Workers (CHWSs). If you look at the most
developed and successful countries and which have the best policies in matters of health, you will
find Community Health Workers play a significant role. A case in point is Cuba. They pursue the
policy of preventive measures or preventive medicines other than the curative medicines.

When | look at this statement, you will find that community health workers are quite
important if you want to have very successful policy in terms of health. So, as he has ascertained,
we really need to be extremely serious as a county when dealing with Community Health Workers
because they are really demoralized. From the statement, it is as if much has been done through
this House by our predecessors but nothing is coming out. As a House or part of the Government
of the day, we really need to do something regarding CHWs so that we can realize and be able to
tackle the issues of health in our county. You look at the amount of the budget that is involved in
the county and look at the complaints, which have been coming out from our constituents, you will
realize that a lot has not been happening.

| wish to thank Hon. Mbae because this is timely and | am hoping that we will get a solution
out of this statement.

Speaker: Thank you. We can now have Member for Githabai, Hon. Rimui Kaiyani.

Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: Thank you, Hon. Speaker. This cannot go unnoticed that you
caught my eye before even the leadership. | appreciate it although it is not really the tradition of
the House. When we see the leadership on their feet, we normally know that we will come second
in terms of consideration. However, thank you the recognition and regardless of how short-lived
itis, | appreciate it.

The matter at hand is weighty. Some will call it emotive but I opt to call it weighty in the
sense that it touches on the health of our people. The CHVs have given the best in terms of
volunteerism to be able to support the health of our people and the people on the ground and | can
confirm without fear of contradiction just as Hon. Peter Mwangi Maina articulated. In matters of
health, I respect him very much in the way he articulates health issues. He is a doyen in that field.
I might not be able to delve deeper to the extent that he has articulated the matter.

However, in the face of it, I can talk in a general manner. The people of Githabai, where |
know there is a multitude of volunteers who have been giving their best in terms of supporting our
people on matters health on volunteerism basis. |1 know they are demoralized. There is a stipend
they are supposed to be given, which they do not receive. | will be glad to hear and | know that the
Committee will move with speed knowing very well that there is no spare part for good health.
You either have it or not. If you lose it, you lose it and you know the pain that come with it cannot
be compensated. Therefore, | hope the Committee bestowed with this responsibility of responding
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to this statement will not have the luxury of the three weeks that have become the tradition for
responses here. They should move with speed knowing that health of the people is on the line and
be able to address this issue.

| remember before we started the campaigns, our casual workers were up in arms and at
one point, | was forced to intervene to an extent that |1 was almost put in an amount close to
Kshs.240,000 to ensure that they got money. One of the casual workers had a mother who was
terminally ill and could not access medicines for her. You can imagine the pain that the person
was undergoing. That prompted me to even consider using my very own money as an intervention.
Therefore, 1 would say from the onset and since this is a new government that we start with health
matters in the right footing.
| am aware that His Excellency the Governor is so passionate on the matters to do with Health.
We should help him as a House to ensure that all the health facilities are well equipped with drugs
and the right personnel. | want to thank the seeker of this Statement and beseech the Chair on the
Committee on Health Services, within which this Statement is sought to be kind enough and bring
the report within a fortnight. Thank you, Mr Speaker sir.

Speaker: Thank you, Member for Githabai. | will now consider gender. Yes, County
Member from Ndaragwa Central. Hon. Cate Nyawira.

Hon. Cate Nyawira: Ahsante sana Mheshimiwa Spika. Nitajielekeza kwa jambo tofauti.
Kwanza nimshukuru aliyeleta hili taarifa kwa hii Bunge. Ni taarifa ambalo limekuja kwa muda
ufaao. Ninamuunga mkono kwa asili mia kwa mia. Juzi Mheshimiwa kutoka Wanjohi alileta
taarifa nyingine ya kuuliza kuhusu maafisa wakuu waliotumwa kwa likizo ya lazima. Alitaka kujua
ni nani anayeshikilia ofisi hizo kwa sasa. Ninajiuliza ni nani atakaye jibu taarifa kama kumi
ambazo zimeletwa kwa hii Bunge.

Mheshimiwa Spika ningetaka Kamati ya Uangalizi wa Jumla iweze kukaa kwa haraka zaidi
ili tuweze kujua hii serikali inendelea vipi. Tunaomba kujua haya maswali yetu yatajibiwa na afisa
waliolikizoni ama tutakao pititsha katika hii Bunge. Tukumbuke maafisa tutakao pitisha watakuwa
wapya. Naomba kumjulisha Mheshimiwa kutoka Ndaragwa Central ambaye amesema ya kwamba
hospitali zile ndogo ndogo ama zahanati hajishughulikii magonjwa kama ya kisukari. Madaktari
walioko katika hizo zahanati hawana kiwango cha masomo kinachowaruhusu kushughulikia
magonjwa kama hayo. Ahsante Mheshimiwa Spika.

Speaker: Thank you, County Member from Ndaragwa Central. Hon. Members, | hope
that you were able to understand some of the Swahili terminologies that were used by Hon. Cate
Nyawira; Mhusika, Kamati, Zahanati, if you did not understand any of the terms, please seek help.
Yes, County Member for Karau Ward.

Hon. Daniel Gitau: Ahsante Mheshimiwa Spika. Yangu ni machache. Ni mara yangu ya
kwanza kuchangia hii mjadala ambao umeletwa na Mheshimiwa Mwangi Maina. Kuhusu madawa
yanayo pelekwa kwenye zahanati, hili jambo lilinikumbusha kuhusu mwanasiasa mmoja
aliyekuwa anatembea na mabati kwa pick up. Akipata watu alikuwa anasema alikuwa anapeleka
hapo mbele. Akipatana na wengine alikuwa anawaambia pia anazipeleka hapo mbele pia na kuwa
atawaletea zao kesho yake. Tunaona kwa mitandaoni madawa akipelekwa kwenye mazahanati.
Sijui kana kwamba baadaye dawa hizo zinarudishwa kwenye zilikotoka. Naomba Kamati ya Afya
iangalie jambo hilo. Kuna jambo pia la maafisa ambo hawalipwi mishahara yao. Naomba hilo
jambo liangaliwe pia. Ahsante sana kwa huo muda.

Speaker: Thank you, Member for Karau Ward. Let us have now have Member for
Njabini/Kiburu Ward, Hon. James Gachomba.
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Hon. James Gachomba: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | want to take this opportunity to
appreciate the seeker of the Statement on Health matters. It is not the first time for such a Statement
to be brought into this Honourable House. We had such a Statement in the previous regime. We
have a Budget to fix some of these issues and we need to understand why the issues are not
addressed. We need a comprehensive report so that we can take the necessary measures to fix these
issues. Mr Speaker, | support the Statement.

Speaker: Thank you. Let us have County Member from Ndaragwa Central Hon. Joyce
Munyua.

Hon. Joyce Munyua: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | also want to join my fellow colleagues in
thanking the mover of this Statement. Health is and has always been very paramount to the citizens
of any County. Being the representative for persons with disability, | also could have wanted to
see that the issues of persons living with disability being included. I know that some Counties have
already established the County Disability Legislation Committees. Registration of person with
disability used to be done at the County at the head office at the National level. This has since been
devolved. Some Counties like Laikipia have already established these Committees. In Nyandarua
this yet to be done. It is important that we know the status of constitution of these disability
Committees. Thank you Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Yes, County Member from O1’ Kalou, Hon. Stephen Muriithi.

Hon. Stephen Muriithi: Thank you Mr Speaker. | thank Hon. Joyce Munyua and Hon.
Sasha Wamae for donning clothes with UDA colours, thereby reminding us that we are being
governed by the party.

(Hon. Mwangi Gichuki rose on a point of order)

Speaker: What is it Hon. Mwangi Gichuki?

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Mr Speaker, everyone knows the government of the day. Do we
have to be reminded every day?

Speaker: Hon. Stephen Muriithi, you are completely out of order. You ought to have
appreciated Hon. Rimui Kaiyani and Hon. Benson Kiarie who are in red ties. Just concentrate on
the debate at hand.

Hon. Stephen Muriithi: Thank you Mr Speaker. I understand Hon. Mwangi Gichuki’s
pain. | thank Hon. Isaac Mbae for seeking the statement at hand.

Mr Speaker, there have been cases where casual workers who work at the health facilities
in the county are replaced upon proceeding on maternity leaves. In this regard, we should know
the status of casual workers who have been working at JM Memorial Hospital for the las five years.
For those who were disengaged, we should also know the reasons behind the disengagement.
Thank you.

Speaker: Yes, Member for Nyakio.

Hon. Zachary Njeru: Thank you Mr Speaker. | have observed that something needs to be
done to the microphones. A person of my height is addressing the House while bending. But we
have the wireless microphone to supplement the fixed ones. That is in order.

| thank the Member for Githioro for seeking the statement. Mr Speaker, yesterday Hon.
James Gachomba observed how unfortunate it is that we passed a budget that has not yet been
utilized. The matter at hand revolves around policy issues.

Do we have an existing policy and, if there is any, what are its terms and conditions? We
should question the relevant chief officer about this. We are discussing a matter that was brought
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up in the last regime. We would go in circles for failure to implement policies and related
guidelines.

In the Third Assembly, we are seeking statements that were sought in the First and Second
Assemblies. We are not progressing. We have been missing the point in developing policies.
Research in policy making is key. It allows for viability which eases decision making and right of
negotiation. It helps in identifying policy gaps. The Third Assembly should be dealing with policy
gaps.

The relevant department should report whether there is a policy in place regarding the
matter at hand. | am aware that CHVSs in other counties have been getting monthly stipends, though
I cannot tell the amount. We should establish what needs to be done for the department to pay the
stipends. We should also know what needs to be done to those who have served this great county
for the last two or three years without being paid. We should agree on these things. Thank you, Mr
Speaker.

Speaker: Yes, County Member from Weru.

Hon. Caroline Njarara: Thank you Mr Speaker. | thank Hon. Isaac Mbae for seeking the
statement. | will, however, address a matter that a little deviated from the statement. Mostly, when
you visit health centres at the weekend, you would hardly find a nurse. Remember ailments are
unprecedented. That needs to be checked. Thank you.

Speaker: Yes, Hon. Benson Kiarie.

Hon. Benson Kiarie: Thank you Mr Speaker for the opportunity. What | am getting,
especially from the Chairperson of the Committee on Budget and Appropriations, is that there was
money appropriated to address the needs of the community health volunteers.

| would suggest that the matter be addressed by the Implementation Committee. What | am
hearing is that a lot of decisions are passed by this House yet they are not implemented. | urge the
chairperson of the said Committee to be following up on the implementation of the decisions of
the House. He should, probably, be giving us monthly reports. | feel that this House should
empower the Implementation Committee because that is where the gap is. A lot of resolutions are
made but when it comes to implementation, we hit a rock.

Speaker: Member for Gathaara, Hon. Kamwana.

Hon. Waruiru Kamwana: Thank you Mr Speaker for granting me this chance to debate.
| thank the Member for Githioro, Hon. Mbae for bringing this statement. We can remember that
two weeks ago we flagged off a big consignment of medicine but we realized that a large part of
it was not drugs but medical management equipment. A few days ago, patients went to our facilities
but they could not get the critical drugs. We had been told by the governor that in the next ten
days, another consignment would be dispatched. In addition to what it in this statement, | would
like to know whether the said consignment has been delivered and whether drugs have been
distributed to our health facilities.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: County member from Leshau Pondo, Hon. Sasha Wamae.

Hon. Sasha Wamae: Thank you hon. Speaker. | want to first thank the seeker of this
statement, Hon. Mbae. | think it is a timely statement as said by most of the members. My issue
regards medical emergency response. How well is the public sensitized on call centres or actions
to take in case of an emergency. It would be very unfortunate if we were to get a case like that of
the child who passed on at Kenyatta Hospital while having a fork getting dislodged from his skull.
That can happen to us. Almost similar things have occurred in Ndaragwa, where a person gets sick
but there is no emergency response. | am not sure whether we have ambulances in this county and
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if we do how well equipped and functional are they? Do we have a call centre where one can go if
there is an emergency involving a child or an elderly person without a care giver. Mine is to request
the Committee to furnish us with that information and that the implementation Committee to
follow up on implementation. We have very good policies and statements but they implementation
bit could hinder progress in Nyandarua.
Thank you, Mr Speaker.
Speaker: Members | had not taken into consideration ranking of members of the House.
The same was raised by Hon. (Eng.) Kaiyani. As per the culture and practices of the House, | wish
to submit that we are in conclusion of the learning process and we shall be coming to that. Next
time the Chair will follow those procedures.
Member for North Kinangop.
Hon. Wambugu King’ori: Thank you Mr Speaker. This is on a lighter note. A senior
Member like Hon. Wambugu should be taken seriously when he rises.
Mr Speaker, | would like to draw your attention to Standing Order No. 48 which regards
questions 48 (1)
48 (1) A (1) A member may, pursuant to section 39 (2) (b) of the County Government
Act 2012, submit a question on a matter to be addressed by a member of the County
Executive Committee in the Committee on General Oversight established under
standing order 153.
(2) The question submitted under paragraph (1) shall —
(a) Be in writing;
(b) Briefly set out the facts on which it is based; and
(c) Be submitted to the Clerk at least seven days before the day the matter is to be
addressed by the Committee on General Oversight.

Mr Speaker | would also like to draw your attention to Standing Order No. 45 regarding
the general statements. As a House of rules and procedures, the statements that have been requested
in this House are mostly referred to the relevant departments. It would be weighty if you would
direct the office of the clerk to prepare all those statements, send them to the relevant departments
and then bring on board the CEC Member. It does not have to be the CEC member himself since
in their absence there must be a person to assist them. They should come to this House and answer
questions regarding the statements requested.

Mr Speaker, if you look at the statements that have been requested by this Hon. House,
every one of them matters. They are weighty and we need answers today if it were possible. For
instance, the one on the floor of the House which touches on health. Mr Speaker guided by the
Standing Order, | request that you consider those timelines. The one, in your discretion, you can
apply is where a question is raised and an answer is given within the same sitting depending on
the weight of the matter.

Mr Speaker, the previous regime we had the very same statement or several other
statements, which have never been responded to by the County Executive. Let us not give them
the leeway of overstaying without answering questions raised in this House. Already we are guided
by the Standing Orders and we can invoke Standing Order No. 48 and have the Committee on
General Oversight. Let us do as such.

Mr Speaker, | have been requested by the seeker of this statement that we also consider, in
our questions, that when the CECM of the relevant department is answering these questions, they
should also answer about identification of the Committee Health Assistants and also Community
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Health Workers. The department should tell us how they motivate them because they are there and
are really demotivated. | understand they are supposed to be given a stipend.
| beg to rest. Thank you Mr Speaker.

(Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani rose on a point of information)

Speaker: To the Member for North Kinangop?

Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: On Point of information to the House.

Speaker: Okay. Proceed Member for Githabai.

Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: | wish to take a detour in terms of information to this House.
If you noticed the energy, the Hon. Members are spending to be able to communicate and give
their input on issues that are in this Honourable House is enormous. | would wish to invite the
leadership of this House, the Committee on Welfare of Members and the County Assembly Service
Board to a course known as ego-metric. Ego means ‘work’ while metric means ‘measurements’
so that they consider the amount of energy expended by these Hon. Members when responding to
issues when bending in order to access the microphone.

We need to look at the deformity being caused to the Honourable Members due to the
posture they assume when communicating and also the struggle they are undergoing through.
Some of them are using a hand-held microphone because the people who designed this Hon. House
did not bear in mind the comfort within which Members they should have when contributing. That
IS why some points are not coming out clearly because half of the energy is being expending to
assume certain postures by members. You can see the posture | have assumed for me to
communicate and to be heard.

Mr Speaker, they say that not all acts of generosity are kindness. If you give sugarcane to
a toothless person, that is an insult. So, to give us a microphone that we are struggling to use, | do
not know what to call that. However, | invite the Hon. House to study ego-metric and do the right
thing for the Hon. Members so that we stand straight facing the camera while addressing the House.
We should stand in an upright posture and not bending. | attest that your microphone had to be
adjusted as well. Even for us who are short are struggling. A person as short as Hon. Kassana is
also struggling.

(Laughter)

What about somebody who is as tall as my good friend, Hon. Wambugu King’ori or Hon.
Gitau Reuben? So, | am just taking a detour on a light note to inform the House that this
microphone can be placed on top of the desk. The tablet can be placed on top of the bench and
leave the space down here for members to take notes and be able to speak in an upright posture so
that when photos are taken, they are not taken when a member is facing down. You know, some
of us are gifted with hairlessness and sometimes it gets manifested beyond reason.

(Laughter)
Speaker: Thank you Member for Githabai, the information is duly given and consideration

will be made for all Members; short or tall. You will notice that when they adjusted my
microphone, they did it way above my height...
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(Laughter)
(Hon. Samuel Mathu rose)

What is it Member for Mirangine?

Hon. Samuel Mathu: Mr Speaker, | am the Vice Chair, County Assembly Service Board
(CASB). I would like to remind Mheshimiwa Kaiyani that this system has been there for the last
five years. So, what you need is to give us time to do the Supplementary Budget and make sure
that your request is catered for accordingly.

Speaker: As the Chair had communicated, the information is duly given and the concerns
noted.

County Member from Engineer, before I come to you, my eyes caught Member for
Engineer. Please proceed Hon. Mwangi Gichuki.

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Actually, my concern was drawn to a statement sought yesterday
touching on matters of land. Today, another statement touching on the same subject was sought.
The general belief is that there is information that appears that these are matters that have been
adjudicated before. My question is to the clerkship. At what point do they advise me, who was not
in this Assembly for the last five years, on the matters | want to raise and have been adjudicated
before? What precautionary measures are they going to put in place so that we do not repeat
ourselves?

The other question is, once these questions have been raised or adjudicated, at what level
does this House get the conclusions that were made and the actions that were taken or not by the
County Executive and at what point? We do not want to seek statements and then, we are informed
that the matter had been dealt with.

Thank you Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Thank you very much Member for Engineer. Once again, your concerns are duly
noted and the Chair will be addressing them in the afternoon. We want to avoid a scenario where
we provide immediate answer and then, we find ourselves circumventing over the same issue and
not progressing. So, in the afternoon, we will be making that communication.

Yes, County Member from Engineer.

Hon. Benson Kiarie: To add on what the Hon. Member was saying as regards the welfare
of the House, Mheshimiwa Stephen Mureithi raised an issue with regards to the use of tablets. |
think it is important that all the members are trained and the passwords are provided. | have noted
that every time we start a session, the ICT people, who are doing a very good job, have to go to
every tablet to login. This causes a lot of distractions and may be if the Member wants to ‘google’
they should be shown how to go about it.

To add on the arrangement of the House, | had raised an issue with the clerk. These two
lights above me are directly on our eyes. So, when you are reading a paper, it just reflects and
becomes very bright. They should therefore look at the lighting of the House. If the budget allows,
the chairs are also very uncomfortable.

Thank you.

(Hon. Isaac Kung’u rose)

Speaker: Yes, Member for Wanjohi.

Disclaimer: This is a draft Hansard Report and it is for information purposes only. A certified
copy of the Hansard Report can be obtained from the Principal Hansard Editor.



19 October 2022 COUNTY ASSEMBLY DEBATES 12

Hon. Isaac Kungu: | have noted with a lot of concern that we have veered off completely
from today’s order paper. Traditionally and historically, there is always some limitation of time
while transacting businesses. We have been discussing one Statement for one hour and 12 minutes.
We have also taken a diversion and started discussing welfare issues in the Plenary. Mr Speaker,
| think that there is always a better platform at Kamukunji for Members to raise the issue of welfare
there. | do not mean to demean the Members that have raised those issues but for better procedure
and value for time, we should stick to the businesses in the order paper.

Speaker: Thank you, Member for Wanjohi, your concerns are noted. Honourable
Members, several issues have been raised and must admit that the Committee on Health has an
enormous task ahead while noting the seriousness of the issue affecting the people of Nyandarua.
Chairperson of Committee on Health Services, how much time do you need? You should have the
urgency of the matter in mind.

Hon. Paul Ngeche: Thank you, Mr Speaker. We have some four main issues to address in
this Statement; county health workers volunteers, casual workers, pharmaceutical supplies and the
addendum from Members. Mr Speaker, we are going to have a preliminary report in 28 and half
days. We shall have the substantive report in three months’ time.

Speaker: Thank you, Chairman Committee on Health Services. | would also wish to state
that preliminary report ought to be brought in the House within the time that you have stated.

(Hon. Zachary Njeru rose on a point of information)

Speaker: Yes, Member for Nyakio, Hon. Zachary Njeru.

Hon. Zachary Njeru: Mr Speaker, | would not want to differ with the Hon. Member for
Health Services but since some of these adjustments might require a Budget line, a month for the
preliminary report is okay but three months for the substantive report is not okay. Two more weeks
after the preliminary report would be ideal. Thank you, Mr Speaker sir.

Speaker: Hon. Paul Ngeche and Chairperson for the Committee on Health Services, would
you consider adjusting the timelines for the sake of the bigger good.

Hon. Paul Ngeche: Mr Speaker, | believe that in 28 days, the main issues will have been
addressed. We need not rush the comprehensive report because of the quality. | want to stick on
the three months for the comprehensive report.

Speaker: That is noted. I will issue further communication and directions in the afternoon
session.

Next order.

STATEMENT(S)
STATUS OF OWNERSHIP OF LAND ON WHICH MACHINERY MARKET IS SITUATED

Speaker: Yes, Member for Kipipiri, Hon. Paul Ngeche

Hon: Paul Ngeche: Mr Speaker sir, | hereby seek a statement from the Chairperson,
Committee on Lands, Physical Planning and Urban Development on the above stated subject
matter addressing the following concerns:

Aware that the County Executive is mandated under section 46 and 47 of the Physical
Planning Act, 2019 to formulate a local physical under where zoning is included which should
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provide for a framework and guidelines on building and works development in the municipality,
urban area, or other smaller urban centres including local centres, and market centres;

Further Aware that the Department of Lands, Physical Planning and Urban Development
has a mandate of identifying the proper zones for industrial, commercial, residential and social
development and ensure that titling of all public land in accordance with the Constitution and other
laws;

Noting that this House has previously considered several concerns of land grabbing of
various public amenities in the County including the Machinery Market land in Kipipiri Sub-
County.

Concerned that the despite the County Government having undertaken to resolve the issue
of ownership of Machinery Market land, the Department responsible has either taken too long or
failed to address the same at the detriment of the traders and residents of Kipipiri Ward;

Arising from the foregoing, | seek that the Chairperson of the Committee on Lands, Physical
planning and Urban Development provides the following information:

i The status of ownership of land on which Machinery Market is situated; and

ii. The steps the Department intends to or has already undertaken to ensure that the
dispute on the land is resolved for the people of Kipipiri Ward to continue using
the market.

Thank you, Mr Speaker Sir.
Speaker: Before we proceed, | would like to seek clarification. While seeking a statement,
is it in order for a member to do it at their seat or they should move to the dispatch box?

(The Speaker consulted with the clerk-at-the-table)

| am told it is agreeable either way. Yes, Minority Leader.

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Mr Speaker, | have a concern. We are taking a lot of time
discussing the statements at the time of their seeking. | wonder what will happen when the reports
on them come to the House. My position is that when a statement is sought a member should rise
only to air something that they would want to be added to the same. But now we are debating
statements at the time of their seeking, which is not right.

Speaker: Thank you for the concern. Standing order no. 45 (3) states that:

No Member making a statement under this standing order shall speak for more than three

minutes unless with the leave of the Speaker.

Going forward, we shall be observing this. We are in our last leg of learning.

Yes, Member for Mirangine.

Hon. Samuel Mathu: Thank you Mr Speaker. | want to talk about the Nyandarua Land
Registry that is situated in Nyahururu in Laikipia County. We spent millions of monies to construct
an office block for the land registry, yet the land registrar is enjoying sitting in Nyahururu doing
nothing to our people. Our people are suffering. They should enjoy services in their county. We
have the building to House the land registry right next to the Assembly. Let that crook come over
here and remember that his godfather is no longer in the government.

(Hon. Rimui Kaiyani rose on a point of order)
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Speaker: What is it Member for Githabai?

Hon. Rimui Kaiyani: Mr Speaker, this is an honourable House and its dignity and honour
must be maintained in our discourses. | just got concerned that the language that was used was not
parliamentary. Additionally, the person that was discussed is not in the Assembly to defend himself
and, therefore, he should be addressed with decorum. The honour of this House must be sustained
especially in usage of language. Thank you.

Speaker: Member for Mirangine, you were out of order. The language you used was not
parliamentary and | direct that you withdraw.

Hon. Samuel Mathu: Mr Speaker, | withdraw, but he is still a monster.

Speaker: Member for Mirangine, kindly withdraw appropriately.

Hon. Samuel Mathu: I withdraw.

Speaker: Thank you.

(Hon. Mwangi Gichuki rose on a point of order)

What is it, Member for Engineer?

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Mr Speaker, the seeker of the statement is so specific about
machinery market. | do not understand how a member can introduce a completely different matter.
Transfer of the land registry and a matter of a specific market in a specific ward are things that do
not relate. If a member must contribute at this point, they should talk of machinery market.

Speaker: Thank you, Member for Engineer. You recall the Member for Wanjohi rose on
a point of information saying that we should strictly confine ourselves to the actual statement that
is being discussed at any particular time. So, any Member who will digress from a statement being
discussed will be pronounced out of order.

Yes, County Member from Ndaragwa.

Cate Nyawira: Asante Spika. Kama vile kiongozi wa wengi alivyosema, jambo
tunalolizungumzia linazingatia mambo kuhusu kata ya Mheshimiwa Paul Ngeche. Lakini
itajulikana kwamba mambo ya ardhi, iwe ni ya mtu binafsi au serikali, huleta changamoto sana.

Ni vyema tuweze kuitisha orodha ya ardhi inayomilikiwa na serikali katika kaunti yetu ili
tuweze kujua yafanyiwa nini. Tutaweza pia kujua ni gani yenye makaratasi ya kuibainisha na
yenye haina.

Hiyo ni nyongeza tu. Asante.

Speaker: Yes, Member for Githioro.

Hon. Isaac Mbae: Thank you Mr Speaker. Issues of land are thorny. | seek to know from
the Chairperson of the Committee on Lands, Physical Planning and Urban Development why the
county government does not have title deeds for some of its land parcels. Nowadays, many
organizations have a tendency of making developments on government land. No organization
should develop...

(Hon. Stephen Mureithi rose on a point of order)

Speaker: What is it Hon. Stephen Muriithi?
Hon. Stephen Muriithi: Mr Speaker, the seeker of this statement raised a few issues pertaining
to Machinery and Kipipiri ward. | therefore think, with the guidance given by the Leader of
Minority, any addition to this statement should be aligned to Machinery and Kipipiri ward.
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Speaker: Member for Githioro, which is the issue we have just addressed, that anything
outside that statement will be deemed out of order. Restrain yourself to Hon. Ngeche’s statement.

Isaac Mbae: | think | will address that issue later when some else seeks a statement with
similar sentiments.

Speaker: Further communication Hon. Members, in the afternoon session | will give
directions on how statements will be transacted so that we can avoid push and pull. Is the
Chairperson of the Committee on Land, Physical Planning, and Urban Development in the House?

Hon. Thuo Gachino: Thank you Mr Speaker. As I respond to Hon. Ngeche’s concerns on
the status of ownership of land on which Machinery market is situated and the steps the department
has taken to ensure that the dispute of this land is resolve for the people of Kipipiri to continue
using market, | will tell you that we are new in this House. My Committee has only sat once though
we shall be sitting again today.

(Hon. Mathu Wainaina rose on a point of information)

Speaker: Yes, Member for Mirangine.

Hon. Mathu Wainaina: Mr Speaker | think the Chairperson of the Committee on Lands,
Physical Planning needs to be informed that he should be giving timelines. There is no need for
him to read the statement again here since he will do it in his response.

Speaker: Chairman Committee on Lands, Physical Planning and Urban Development,
when a statement has been sought you need to give the timelines within which you will table the
response.

How much time does your committee require to respond; 14, seven, or seven and a half
days as said by the Hon. Ngeche?

Hon. Thuo Gachino: 21 days.

Speaker: Ensure that the said report is tabled within 21 days.

Next order.

MOTION
EXPOSITION OF PUBLIC POLICY AS CONTAINED IN THE ADDRESS OF THE GOVERNOR
(RESUMPTION OF DEBATE INTERRUPTED ON 18™ OCTOBER 2022 AT 2.30 PM)

Hon. Members, this is a continuation of the motion that the thanks of the Assembly be
recorded for the exposition of public policy as contained in the address of the governor.

Yes, Deputy Speaker and member for Geta, | am reliably informed that yesterday you did
a very good job.

Hon. Chege Gathirimu: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Before | make my contribution, | seek
leave to make my maiden speech aware that | have never contributed to this House waiting for
such a time as this.

Mr Speaker, on behalf of the great people of Geta, allow me to congratulate you on your
election as the second Speaker of the third assembly. I also extent my deepest gratitude for being
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elected as the third deputy Speaker of this Hon. House. | owe this to the Hon. Members of the third
assembly. By the grace of God, and without comparable experience to my major competitor and
immediate former, the people for Geta decided that I represent them in the third assembly. I will
always be grateful to them. Truly, as the word of God says in the book of Ecclesiastes; 3 :11 He
has made everything perfect in its time. Everything | will be able to accomplish here 1 owe and
dedicate it to the people of Geta.

To my wife Hannah, my mother Eunice, and my brother Fr. Karanja Gathirimu together
with the larger Gathirimu family, thank you the immense support and prayers you offered while |
sought to be elected as the MCA for Geta ward.

| also thank the member for Nyakio, Hon. Mwangi Njeru and Hon. Paul Ngeche, the
member for Kipipiri for a contest conducted with the spirit and ended with grace. Mr Speaker, it
is an honour and privilege to serve this Assembly as the Deputy Speaker. I am honoured and
humbled to stand here, where two other Hon. Members have come and diligently served before
me and so many will follow. At this juncture, 1 am privileged to serve with my predecessors from
the first and second House; the Member for North Kinangop, Hon. Edinald Wambugu King’ori
and the Member for Nyakio, Hon. Zachary Mwangi Njeru.

| know the sea of knowledge in parliamentary practice is infinitely deep and wide. | will
make a point to read in all manner of subjects in parliamentary practice. | know my predecessors
and the office of the clerk will come in handy.

Mr Speaker, where my discretion will be required pursuant to Standing Order No. 1, it will be
done in the best interest of the Hon. Members and the people we represent. | have confidence in
the path | have chosen and | have embraced the task.

Mr Speaker | will strive to remember the highest standards that come with a high office. |
know it comes with careful adherence to rules. That is why | had to come to you seeking your
indulgence on Standing Order No. 83 that provides for when a speech may be read. Thank you,
Mr Speaker, for that leave.

Mr Speaker, it is my expectation that every member, | included, shall stay well within the
boundaries that define legal and ethical conduct. This means avoiding even the appearance of
problems. It means checking and if necessary double checking whether the laws are obeyed. This
largely means being there for our roles.

Secondly Mr Speaker we must remember that high standards of conduct involve not only
obeying the law but also showing civility. Mr Speaker, civility demands that our debates ought to
be free from bitterness, anger, banter and ill will. We have an obligation to make our case as
representatives and not to demonize our opponents. The Book of James Chapter 3 reminds us that
fresh water and salty water cannot flow from the same spring. In many ways and in many of our
dealings we are the face and voice of Wanjiku. We are her representatives. As we go about our
work and there is no excuse for arrogance and there will be no reason for disrespect towards others

Mr Speaker, | associate myself with your submission to the will of the House. More
particularly, on the welfare of Wanjiku. Like the ancient Roman lawyer and politician Cicero, it is
my hope that the welfare of our people shall be the supreme law in guiding our endeavours.

Thank you, Hon. Members and colleagues, for the honour. May God bless us all. Thank
you Mr Speaker.
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Mr Speaker, |1 wish now to contribute the speech by H.E. the Governor that he made in this
Honourable House at the opening of the Third Assembly. From the onset, | wish to congratulate
H.E. the Governor for capturing and articulating very well the issues and the needs of the people
of this wonderful county of Nyandarua.

Mr Speaker, H.E. the Governor, from his speech, is well aware of the problems that bedevil
this county and | congratulate him for that because the awareness of the problem is the first step
of solving them. He spoke on various issues but | wish to confine myself to three of them. One, he
mentioned about the ravaging famine that is already hurting our people. It is good to respond to
crises but it is even better to manage our resources objectively to avert crises. The crises we have
of drought and famine are not strange because we’ve had them before. However, because we have
not managed our resources prudently, it has become as vicious cycle. We need to break it! We
need to realize that we have enough resources that if well-managed, we should not talk of famine
and drought in this county while having the water masses that we got.

Mr Speaker, it is my hope that because we have elected our Governor on a platform of
change that he will diligently plan so that we can avoid such occurrences in future. Israel is a very
small country and it is in a desert. It got very little water but they manage the resource very
efficiently. And, despite being in a desert, it is able to help other African countries with relief food.
We can do better! | want to encourage H.E. the Governor that this is achievable. To mitigate this,
we need to avail water for irrigation for our people. Nobody should die of hunger or lack of food
essentially. In fact, the Bible says that a specific kind of people should die due to lack of food —
the lazy people. The people of Nyandarua are hardworking and they need to be empowered by
availing water and other farm inputs.

Without dwelling on that point overly, the other way of averting this crisis of hunger is by
availing other farm inputs to them like fertilizers. We are all aware that there is subsidized fertilizer
from the National Government. However, the County should come in on time to make sure that
the fertilizer is available to the farmers. | mean in terms of logistics. For example, there is a current
consignment of fertilizer that has been brought and deposited at the National Cereals and Produce
Board (NCPB) stores. It is not accessible to our farmers. The bureaucracy involved cannot allow.
Take for example a farmer from Geta has to go to Miharati in Kipipiri ward to register for the
amount of fertilizer they need and the acreage they are going to farm and then they are told to wait
for two days.

They have to go back and you should bear in mind that from Geta to Miharati is 40 Km.
Further, they have to collect two bags of fertilizer at NCPB stores at lower Kipipiri which is a
further 60 Km. It is not viable. In fact, it is not subsidized fertilizer because it is very expensive to
get that bag of fertilizer. The paradox is that, the ones who have easy access to the fertilizer, have
no enough rain at the moment but those with enough rain like ourselves, we cannot access it. |
believe that, if we were to mitigate the pangs of famine, we need to avail the fertilizers to the
farmers immediately. | believe if we can airlift drugs in times of a pandemic, we can also do the
same for fertilizer into Geta so that they can get it in time and that will ensure they have enough
food to sell to Ndaragwa and Kaimbaga who need food.

Mr Speaker, | believe that change is not only on the paper and on speech. | believe there
will be enough timelines to provide the farmers with the right inputs so that we can break the
vicious cycle of hunger.

Mr Speaker, if [ am within my time limit, I would like to touch on...

Speaker: It is true that you are out of time but by the virtue of the fact that you are the
Deputy Speaker, we can extend your time.
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Hon. Chege Gathirimu: Thank you Mr Speaker for your indulgence. | was previously
addressing the issue of famine that is ravaging our County. | will now move on and address the
issue of provision of water in our County. | want the Government to address the issue of water
because | know that our Governor means well. Mr Speaker, as we vet the County Executive
Members of the Executive wing of the Government, | urge the Governor to appoint efficient and
result oriented leaders.

Mr Speaker, let us have achievable targets every year. We need to formulate a permanent
solution to the water menace in Nyandarua. | am looking forward to a vibrant County that will
attract investors. Mr Speaker, | beg to support. Thank you.

Speaker: Thank you, Deputy Speaker. Yes, County Member from Mirangine, Hon.
Samuel Mathu.

Hon. Samuel Mathu: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. | will start by appreciating this August
House for having some of the best brains. | can see a situation where people will obviously come
and bench mark with this Assembly. 1 will also be quick to add that we really enjoying the use of
Kiswahili by Hon. Catherine. | thank the Governor for making the issue of Health a priority in his
Address. | thank him for trying to streamline the Health Sector in this County. I will be glad to
hear that the Government is making partial payment for our people in the National Health Scheme.
The Government should also ensure that we have as many people as possible enrolled in the
National Health Insurance Scheme.

Concerning trade, | request our Governor to register several areas where investors both
local and international can come and invest in the areas. Concerning the recruitment of health
professionals, | would like to urge with all humility and respect to our Governor that we should
stop doing it for the sake of public relations only. The County Public Service Board was to recruit
the health professionals a long time ago. | do not know why that has not been done yet. We should
with immediate effect recruit health services professionals and deploy them to the needy facilities
without engaging in public relations tricks.

On pending bills, our people are being auctioned. In fact, a certain contractor died from
complications related to depression caused by the failure of being paid his pending bills. If this
problem requires a supplementary budget, can’t be done within three weeks for the people to be
paid their pending bill to save them from being auctioned by banks?

Mr Speaker, | am registering the suffering of our people, especially the contractors who do
not have other avenues other than through this House to register their concerns. As a House, we
should end this suffering.

The Chairperson of the Committee on Budget and Appropriations should ensure that, when
the supplementary budget is passed, only the legitimate projects, those that are appropriately
implemented, are paid for.

| challenge the Governor to crack down on the employees who enjoy hefty salaries and
financial benefits yet they wait for contractors to pursue them to process files. This should end
with this regime. Let them know that they are paid to work. They should do the right thing. They
should not create a cash cow out of the whole thing. They should not wait for contractors to give
them money. They should work.

When | was the Chairperson of the Committee on Water, Environment, Tourism and
Natural Resources in the last regime, we passed the Climate Change Bill. Through it, the county
government will be receiving between one and two billion shillings every year.

To end food insecurity in our county, the Governor can construct a fertilizer manufacturing
plant as a flagship project. We can collect as raw materials residues from lake Ol Bolossat. It would
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be cheap fertilizer whose usage would reduce the cost of food production. The Governor could do
this should he wish to break performance record. The Assembly would be proud of the fertilizer
plant since the county government would supply the fertilizer to other counties.

The Governor should also ensure that the land registrar works for the people of Nyandarua
County. Most of our people, especially parents, are suffering. | visited the registry at Nyahururu
once and found people as old as our parents crying because they have gone to the registry severally
without being served by the registrar. He is a civil servant who should work for the people of our
county.

Mr Speaker, with all due respect, | urge you to facilitate a retreat in which Members will
be trained on vetting of nominees for various CECM posts. Remember the CECMs will be the
implementers of, for example, the statements that we are seeking. If we do not get the best CECMs,
our work will go to the drains.

| wish to go on record for saying that if the nominees for the posts of CECM that the
Governor has proposed are not competitive, let him propose others. The same should happen in
the case of chief officers. We do not want mediocre minds in the Executive. We are ready to work.

As the Vice Chair of CASB, I request you, Mr Speaker, to facilitate...

Speaker: Member for Mirangine, check on your time.

Hon. Samuel Mathu: Can I donate a minute to Hon. James Gachomba?

Speaker: There is no minute to donate.

(Hon. Isaac Mbae rose on a point of order)

What is it Hon. Isaac Mbae?

Hon. Isaac Mbae: Mr Speaker, the Member said that people are dying owing to failure of
being paid pending bills. I wish to know what disease is caused by lack of being paid pending bills
so we can find cure.

Hon. Samuel Mathu: Mr Speaker, the ‘disease’ is depression.

Speaker: The Member for Mirangine has made his contribution. Yes, Member for
Wanjohi.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Thank you Mr Speaker. An exposition is a comprehensive description
or explanation of an idea or theory. I may not do an exposition of the Governor’s speech to the
extent that | would have wished due to limitation of time.

The first impression is the best. On Monday, 3™ October 2022, the impression that the
Governor created to the people of Nyandarua might be the last impression. There are good things
in the Governor’s speech, but to the best of my judgement, I feel...

(Hon. Caroline Njarara rose on a point of order)

Speaker: Yes, County Member from Weru.

Hon. Caroline Njarara: Mr Speaker, | was denied a second chance to comment on the
Governor’s speech, yet Hon. Isaac Kung’u was the first person to contribute on the same. Thank
you.

Speaker: Did Hon. Kung’u contribute?

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: To jog the memory of the Member, | have never contributed. We
were discussing about time limitation. | have never given any contribution on the governor’s
speech and the Hansard is clear.
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Speaker: If I am right, he moved a motion so that we come up with a resolution to limit it
to 45 minutes and 10 minutes per member. However, we said that it would not be retrospective but
prospective. You know the member for Wanjohi could be taking advantage by jogging the Chair’s
memory. Leader of minority, can you confirm that.

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Mr Speaker, it is true that he has never contributed.

Speaker: Thank you member for Engineer. Proceed, member for Wanjohi.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Thank you Mr Speaker. This is serious business and, in my
contribution, | will discuss fundamental issues.

When I look at the governor’s speech, he has tried to elaborate some of the fiscal policy
framework that he wants to put in his government. | think this is a serious issue that this assembly
needs to look at.

| do not want to deliberate much on the issue of drought which has been spoken about by
so many members. So many people may not believe that there is hunger and famine in Nyandarua.
We do not want to hear someone mentioning some parts of Ndaragwa, we want serious data. 1 am
expecting the governor to clearly state the number of Households affected now so that when we
go to the well-wisher and the national government; give us the number of Households, implication
on the budget so that we can see how much food we need. So, | am expecting serious conversation
when we talk about hunger. That is not my area. | want to go the area that has not been touched by
most members.

This is the issue to do with revenue, budget, and public service. Mr Speaker, | agree with
and want to appreciate the proposal by the governor to set up a revenue board. It is a good idea if
we can have professionals to help us. There are major gaps in revenue. Mr Speaker there is a case
study in Laikipia county where the former governor Muriithi set up a revenue board and they were
able to increase own source revenue from Kshs. 400 million to a tune of Kshs 1 billion. In
Nyandarua, there are leakages. We are losing money. I want to inform you that today...

(Hon. Isaac Mbae rose on a point of order)
Speaker: Yes, Member for Githioro.

Hon. Isaac Mbae: I did not intend to interject Hon. Kung’u but I have just realized that
there are two members who are eating here and that is not a cafeteria. That is the member for
Engineer and Hon. Sasha Wamae.

(Laughter)

Speaker: | do not want to comment on that because the chair is nearer to them than the
member who raised that issue. However, if we have anything of such nature, | am not saying it is
there because | have no evidence, but let us avoid such conduct.

Member for Wanjohi, proceed.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: Mr Speaker, look at the cess points, to date they have never been
gazetted. We lose a lot of revenue and we have continually depended on historical revenue streams.
If you look at our finance bill, the people that pay levies to this county are those who pay for
business permits and bodaboda fees. We have not expanded our revenue sources. There are no
new revenue collection streams. I am expecting that when the governor will put in place this board,
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we shall give it the mandate to explore unexploited revenue streams. Look at the department of
lands, there is so much we can receive from change of user and plans but we get minimal. | look
forward to a very serious board soonest possible. I think it will be upon this Assembly to remind
the Executive to bring it.

Look at alcohol licensing. We lost a lot. We have not received anything for the last five
years. That board should intervene so that we can expand our local revenue sources. | still believe
that Nyandarua county can collect up to Kshs. 800 million if revenue collection is managed
properly. I strongly believe that our money is stolen at source, we have not exploited our revenue
bases and have not automated revenue collection and as such we keep struggling with about Kshs
350 million and at most 450 million. If we would get an extra Kshs. 400 million, we would have
tremendous developments in our county. You realize we are still stuck at 30% of the total budget.
If we increase our revenue to that level, we shall be allocating 45% of the budget to development.

Mr Speaker, as | talk about revenue and limitation of resources, | also have an issue with
the governor. He said that within 100 days he would appoint the CECMs and chief officers. | want
to bring to the attention of this House that I do not agree with the appointment of 18 chief officers.
Currently, Mr Speaker, the amount of money going to renumeration is about 39%. We are paying
about Kshs. 2.1 billion as salaries. We have even gone beyond the fiscal responsibility requirement
because salaries should not go beyond 35%. If you recruit 18 chief officers, the number increases
by six from the original 12. The extra cost is about Kshs. 70 million annually. What are we saying?

This morning, Members were lamenting about Health Services. We lack experienced
practitioners such as surgeons, quantity surveyors and enough engineers. If we put more money to
recruitment of more chief officers and other people who are being employed, we shall have a
bloated wage bill. What will happen? It is what we have heard in some informal set ups’ hot air’.
There is a requirement by the controller of budget that when we doing the budget, 30% should go
to development. If the money is consumed by the recurrent expenditure, salaries being part of it,
to balance the budget so that it can be approved by the controller of budget, we increase the targeted
own source revenue and budget on unrealistic targets. We therefore budget on hot air. Mr Speaker,
| feel that the governor should readdress himself and revisit the chief officers; issue.

Mr Speaker, the issue of budget, flagship projects, and one percent have been addressed in
this speech. | want to concur and say that PFM regulations which requires that these members can
only change 1% of the budget is illegal and it is not constitutional. Such law should apply
everywhere. If you check properly, you will realize that this law does not apply in the National
Assembly. Why does it apply in the county assemblies?

Somethings were done by the Council of Governors and the Senate. The Senate did a
disservice to the people of Nyandarua and particularly the Assemblies. They were trying to muzzle
the powers of the assemblies so that they have none when representing their people during the
budget making. We have heard the 1% many times than we can handle anymore. We shall be
coming to your office and that of the clerk to challenge the constitutionality of the 1%. You are
telling this House that if the governor puts all the monies into recurrent expenditure, the Members
cannot change anything. What is one percent? We want to challenge this law and we want to also
tell the governor that the budget is a negotiated document and we need to agree how much goes
into development and recurrent. Mr Speaker, | want to stop. I can see | am running out of my time.
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This is a Kenya Kwanza government and | was expecting the governor to borrow a lot from
the Kenya Kwanza manifesto. In this speech there is nothing touching on trade and investments.
About agriculture, Mr Speaker, we have to think outside the box in this County. There is so much
unemployment. The only way we can bring our youth on board is by making sure that we transform
our agriculture sector. We have for far too long relied on subsistence (peasant) farming and | was
expecting the speech of the Governor, because is a speech about change, to bring up the issue of
agribusiness. How are we going to transform Nyandarua’s agriculture sector not to be rain reliant,
peasant farming but to agribusiness? How do we develop value chains? How do we increase
productivity? How do we create market linkages so that we can put money into the pockets of our
people? If we don’t put money into the pockets of our people, we are doing nothing. I think the
main agenda of Kenya Kwanza Government is to see how to improve the economy of this country.
How are we going to industrialize? How are we going to add value to our produce? | dint see
anything touching on these fundamental areas bearing in mind the issue of unemployment...

Speaker: Member for Wanjohi, be cautious about your time limit.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: We should put in mind the issues of the youth.

Finally, Mr Speaker, | want to say that when I generally look at this speech, | want to say
that when it is laid in this House, it becomes a property of the House. I think, through your wisdom,
you will allow the sectoral Committees because | have known the level of reluctance in the County
Executive, to pluck out the legal framework that they want to create from that speech through a
legal advisory. If we are going to wait for policies from the County Executive, they might not
come up. | am asking that you allow the sectoral Committees to look at this speech at the
Committee level and where they are touched, they come up with advisory framework, which we
share with the County Executive so that we can fast track. For example, | expect the Committee
on Finance, Economic Development and ICT would have come up with a framework for the Board.
This is because if they are expecting the Governor and the County Attorney to bring up these
issues, they might take a decade and we might never see the light of the day. It will just turn out to
be a speech or a paperwork that will not end up to be anything for this county.

Thank you Mr Speaker.

(Hon. Mwangi Gichuki rose)

Speaker: What is it Member for Engineer?

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: It is nothing much. | just wanted to contribute.

Speaker: Okay. Let us have Hon. Sasha Wamae, then, you will contribute afterwards.

Hon. Sasha Wamae: Thank you Mr Speaker, Sir for this golden opportunity. I seek your
leave to just make a statement since the first contribution I made was about a statement that |
sought.

| want to make personal remarks in regards to position I am holding as a specially elected
Member of this House through the Jubilee Party of Kenya. If the leave is granted, first and
foremost, | want to give thanks to the Almighty God for this opportunity to serve the people of
Nyandarua who are dear to me. Nyandarua being the land of milk and potatoes, this is where |
have been nurtured. At this point, for purposes of identification by those people who could be
watching, I am Hon. Sasha Wamae, specially elected Member from Ndaragwa constituency,
Leshau Pondo Ward. | was nominated through Jubilee Party of Kenya which happens to be the
minority party in this Assembly.
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Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 want to congratulate you for the achievement of having clinched that
seat. It is a great honour to have you lead this House to a vision where we want to take Nyandarua
as leaders. | also want to congratulate fellow Hon. Members in this House for continued and
passionate participation in this House. | feel honoured to be part of this cohort, if I can call it as
such. | feel this is the Bunge that will bring a difference in this county. So, | thank God for that
opportunity.

Further, | want to thank my parents for their continued support. | also want to thank my
friends, my spouse and everybody else who has been of great impact in my life and also the people
of Nyandarua. As you know, | was seeking an elective position of the Woman Representative and
| was well received. | therefore want to thank the people of Nyandarua for the honour.

As regards the issue of the address by H.E. the Governor, Dr. Moses Kiarie Badilisha, |
picked a few issues although there are other issues that | could elaborate further. I have some few
issues that | feel are pertinent, some of which have been debated in this House via a statement that
was sought by Hon. Mbae. One of the issues is about health services in this county, I won’t
belabour the point because it has already been discussed in depth by other Hon. Members.

The second point | picked is about water connectivity. When | was growing up, | used to
fetch water from distance of about one or two kilometers from my home. I felt this was a wastage
of time. This is time that a pupil or student could be using to study or carry out other duties that
could have enhanced their participation in school. It is a time waster and it has also affected the
productivity of our women. Water connectivity largely affects women because they are the ones
who take care of homes and their dependents want to find food when they get home. Women take
a lot of time that could otherwise have been used for productive activities fetching water. The sad
thing is that there is a budgetary allocation and there is a sectoral Committee that deals with water.
The Governor said, in his speech, that there will be interventions but we all don’t want to talk and
belabour on hot air issues. What are these interventions that will be done? We all know that there
are National Government’s projects such building mega dams. In Nyandarua, I don’t see any
successful dam that has been done and this is one of the projects that could relieve that weight
from our women. Remember water is intertwined with agriculture. 1 come from Ndaragwa
Constituency that is being affected by drought right now. I don’t know what interventions could
be done if we cannot even have basic commodity as water, which can help the residents of
Ndaragwa in undertaking small-scale farming. I would wish to request H.E. the Governor to ensure
that he specifies on the interventions whether it is water harvesting in my constituency or
introducing drought resistant crops in our area. We cannot be calling ourselves the land of milk
and potatoes and we expect the people of Ndaragwa to produce potatoes yet there is no water. We
need to sensitize our farmers and the department of agriculture should introduce crops that are
drought resistant so that we can deal with starvation, which has been a vicious cycle as our Deputy
Speaker mentioned.

Due to the interest of time, my last point is about public participation. As underscored in
Article 118 of the Constitution and Section 106 of the County Governments Act. Hon. Speaker,
Sir, The Governor mentioned that he has already started the process of coming up with County
Integrated Development Plan. We all know that this is the plan that brings on development and by
large informs the Supplementary Budget. Mr Speaker, in the previous regimes, | have never felt
the weight of public participation. This explains why we have always had the misallocation of
resources to projects that do not serve the people. | would like the Governor to put more effort in
involving the locals in coming up with programs.
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| know that the Governor has promised to continue upholding the Ward development
Committees. | want to encourage him to work with the real stakeholders of Nyandarua. He should
use the real people of Ndaragwa Constituency and other vastly affected areas when coming up
with interventions of dealing with drought.

The other issue that was not clear to me is that of youth participation and that of youth
empowerment. | did not feel the weight of how that will be actualized. I request the Governor to
come up with sustainable youth projects. Lastly, | want to conclude with a positive remark that |
saw a lot of good will in his speech. Thank you very much for the time.

Speaker: Thank you. Yes, County Member for Engineer, Hon. Mwangi Gichuki.

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: I thank the Governor that he found time as much as it was a legal
requirement for him to come and address the House. | take serious reservations on the content of
the speech by His Excellency the Governor. The Speech only addresses 20% of the issues on
Nyandarua and comes to micro manage the County Assembly and its Members in the other 80%
of the Address. If you are keen on it you will realize that the handlers of his Excellency the
Governor or those people who did put down this message had only one intention; to put the
Assembly in its place. People have discussed about the drought that was in Kaimbaga which was
his opening remark which | do not want to really dwell on it so much because Hon. Sasha Wamae
and company have tried to talk about it.

The speech was more of a Statement than a commitment. The expectation was like Hon.
Kung’u has put it, we need to ask about how many people are starving and what intervention has
been put in place. It should be considered that there is enough money in the Budget to be able to
look into all this matters. Mr Speaker, allow me to look at the issues raised on matters development.
They trivialise the projects that have been done which they consider as welfare driven. Mr Speaker,
I want to quote “we must change the model of governance and development which is welfare
driven with small fragmented projects that have little or any sustainable impact.” Mr Speaker, the
Members that have been there before know that there are those little projects that the Members
have chosen especially through Supplementary Budgets. They consider those projects very critical.
These projects are the ones that are being referred to as small. They are actually being referred to
as fragments. The projects are even said to have little and cautiously use the words if any. Mr
Speaker, this tells you that however, did this speech has looked at the projects that have emanated
from the Members of the County Assembly to have no determination and are not of any impact.

Mr Speaker, the speech negates the critical essence that we do in community development
called the felt need. When you want to talk about any development, you always look for a felt
need. If I am in Engineer Ward and | feel that by giving small containers to hold water will address
the need of the grandmother in my Ward, for me and that grandmother who is a resident, that can
of water is a felt need. That is a development that ought to be respected. No project should be
referred as a welfare fragment project.

Mr Speaker, the many small projects that they trivialize have a higher multiplier effect
which is really what the Governor should be looking into. He should look into such projects that
have a far-reaching effect to many people rather than the big projects that sometimes come too
late. Mr Speaker, these small projects are less risky and verifiable. It is easy to follow up of for
example on 100 water tanks. The small projects take very little time to implement and touch on
the needs of the people directly. The projects have less payback period and will effectively address
‘Wanjiku” What am I saying? As much as we want to do the big projects, which I agree with his
Excellency the Governor, | would also like the Governor to understand that there are those quick
fixes that impact to our people.
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Mr Speaker, in this year, for example, | would not expect someone to require me to do a
flagship project. We have just come from an election period and the best way to impact our people
is by doing the little, small, quick and essential projects. A good example would be to gravel 1km
of road or any other community project that touches on people directly and one that addresses
people directly.

Mr Speaker, | also want to touch on the Task force of Health that was created. | want to
tell the Governor to walk the talk. He is talking about a taskforce that has already been created yet
he has not provided the Assembly with the details of that Task force 21 days later. Was there any
urgency in it? Was it properly constituted? | am sure that we shall be able to interrogate it later.
We do not need to belabour on it. We ought to have been given a copy of it so that we can deliberate
on it. 21 or 30 days later, it is not here.

On the issue of resources, | agree with the Governor because the target was 985 million
while we were only able to raise 477million. If we were to tabulate that, you will see that we have
48.5% of revenue which has occasioned the pending bills.

Nevertheless, looking at it keenly, if we only have 48%, then the question that begs is?
What happened to the remaining 42 %? This should have actually paid off the pending bills. This
is therefore to say that there is low absorption of funds for development. We all know why there
has been low absorption of development funds. I will give an example, we have not even started
the procurement process, we are just doing small projects left-right, and center. At this pace Mr.
Speaker, | can assure you that come next year, the pending bills will be over 70%. This is because
very few projects will effectively absorb these funds by the close of this F/Y.

Is all this brought about by the collection of our own resources which we do to about 40%,
yes, itis, and therefore | would have expected the Governor to discuss the collection of the missing
60%. He should have explained tangible measures of what he is going to do to collect this money
so that it does not just appear as a statement of convenience.

| am very worried about the language that was used in this speech and it is one of the very
reasons | said this speech was an onslaught to the Assembly. When the Governor was talking about
the budget process, reading it and I want to quote him verbatim, it says “H.E the Governor brought
about the issue of Budgeting and political tinkering.” I would like us to look at the meaning of the
word tinkering which is a very strong word. This is saying that the Assembly takes over the
mandate of changing the budget which is a mandate they are not qualified for, tinkering actually
is attempting to repair something in a casual way. In simple words, this is to say we think we are
experts. Budgets are brought here and thinking we are experts; we go ahead to change it and it is
something we should stop. This kind of language was not necessary. Insinuating that we do things
in an unskilled and clumsy manner for me is not correct. If it was not necessary for us to look at
the budget then it would not be necessary to have it brought to us.

Hon. Kung’u has discussed the issue of the one percent, to me, this is an issue that is neither
here nor there. This is because we have the County Fiscal Strategy Paper (CFSP). Looking back
at history, the Executive has always broken the agreement of the CFSP and has never even adhered
to it, they should therefore not even talk about the one Percent which is looked at by the Assembly.
They are actually the first ones to always abuse the ceilings set by the CFSP and have therefore no
basis to talk about it.

Onto the flagship projects, and | will repeat again that | would like to know who it is that
wrote this speech. They are also embarrassing the Governor. When the Governor says that in ten
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years there has never been any flagship project and says it in his inaugural speech. This is indeed
a very big embarrassment.

Mr. Speaker, since the beginning of the first Assembly, there has been a flagship project
called the OI’Kalou Stadium which has scooped 288 Million. In the second regime, between 2019-
2021, there was a flagship project called the potato processing plant which used I billion, therefore
it is erroneous to say that there has never been a flagship project. There was even the milk cooling
plant which used about 100 Million. Surely? What | am saying and this message should reach
whoever is preparing speeches for the Governor, they should stop embarrassing him.

The greatest question, therefore, would be, now that in all financial years there was always
a supplementary budget to reallocate the same money given to the same Government for these
projects, to other smaller projects, who does it and where does it go, and this even a problem of
the Assembly. You will find that the Governor insinuated that Assembly does not give the
Executive flagship projects yet the Assembly has always approved serious allocations for flagship
projects. Has the Executive been able to utilize the monies given to it? The answer is no, therefore,
whoever wrote this speech was very misleading.

As | conclude and without belaboring too much on this speech, | want to say there is so
much that the Governor needs to do in order to put his house in order. Another petty thing I also
noticed, | wonder if there was anyone else who did, is that the Governor was reading a pinned
speech and struggling to flip pages as he read on, there are ways that a speech can be presented
and give the authority and decorum of that office instead of having the Governor read a pinned
speech.

What point from this speech touched on the Governor’s manifesto? Yes, it was a huge one
with many promises that will be done to our County, but what one random pick from this message
would show that it was borrowed from H.E the Governor’s manifesto?

Talking of the way forward, | want it to be understood by the Executive that the role of the
County Assembly is distinct and can never be wished away with a threat, a policy formulation, or
anything else since there is a complete separation of power between the Executive and the County
Assembly.

There is a place where the Governor talks of representation and uses the word ‘my promise
to the people.’ I want to say that I agree it is indeed his promise to the people, but what about that
of mine as the area representative? | am also elected and | equally made promises. Thus, at what
point do the promises of Mwangi Gichuki the area MCA and those of H.E the Governor converge?
Therefore, there can only be one table where we can all sit, and as Mheshimiwa Kun’gu put it, the
budget being a negotiated document, we should endeavor to sit together and be one....

Speaker: Member for Engineer be conscious of your time.

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: | agree Mr. Speaker, | will actually be donating y time because as
per the Standing Orders, the Minority Leader is allocated 30 minutes.

Speaker: Oh, thank you for the guidance.

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: It is okay, | am almost through. The bottom line of what | want
to say is, may there be respect between the Executive and the Assembly. The choice of language
should be looked into, and this also goes to our office of the Clerk. The choice of language chosen
when writing the communication from the Chairperson should be looked into since language is
very important. The language used in this speech was a bit harsh to the Assembly.

(Hon. Muhindi Kariuki rose on a point of order)
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Speaker: What is it, Hon. Muhindi?

Hon. Muhindi Kariuki: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, | have heard that you are adjourning, I,
therefore, rise on point of order number 29(2) and 30(2) .29(2) on the calendar of the Assembly
provides that, the calendar of the Assembly once approved shall be published and gazette and even
put n the Assembly website. Mr. Speaker, | have never received a calendar and | have gotten it
using my own connections. Is it that it has never been published? We truly need it.

Two, article30(2), provides that, unless the Speaker, for the convenience of the House
otherwise directs, the House shall meet at 9.00 am on Wednesday and at 2.30 pm on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday, but more than one sitting may be directed during the day.

Mr. Speaker, | want to direct your attention to this matter because once we changed the
calendar of the House, we needed to seek an amendment to the Standing Orders to ensure
compliance with the law. For convenience, it is for one special sitting or two, but the Speaker
cannot direct for convenience for five years.

So, Mr. Speaker, | seek your direction on standing order no. 32 with respect to the changes
we made to the House sittings.

Speaker: Hon. Muhindi Kariuki, I noted you rose on a point of order, though you were
seeking clarification. I will give directions in the afternoon with regard to that.

Hon. Members, | wish to interrupt the business because we still have another session at
2.30 p.m. Those who will be willing to make a contribution to the Governor’s address will do so
at that time. 1 adjourn the House.

(The House rose at 11. 37 a.m.)
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