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REPUBLIC OF KENYA

NYANDARUA COUNTY ASSEMBLY
2ND ASSEMBLY-5™ SESSION

OFFICIAL REPORT

Wednesday 31% March, 2021
The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber at 2.30 p.m.
(The Deputy Speaker, Hon Zachary Njeru, in the Chair)
PRAYER
QUORUM CALL AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SITTING
(The Clerk-at-the-Table confirmed that there was quorum)

HON. MEMBERS ATTENDING THE SITTING VIA ZOOM

1. Hon. Kamau Kariuki - Member for Gathaara Ward

2. Hon. Margaret Ireri - County Member from Njabini/Kiburu
Ward

3. Hon. Samuel Njatha - Member for Engineer Ward

4. Hon. Gathungu Kamau - Member for Leshau Pondo Ward

5. Hon. Wangari Methu - County Member from Kipipiri Ward

6. Hon. Jecinta Wanjau - County Member from Kaimbaga Ward

7. Hon. Isaac Kung'u - Member for Wanjohi Ward

8. Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani - Member for Githabai Ward

9. Hon. Sambigi Mukuriah -Member for Githioro Ward

Speaker: Very well, Hon. Members, quorum having been recognized, we can now
proceed with the order of business today. We have two order papers; the main and
supplementary order papers. | believe it is prudent that we start with the main order paper.

First Order.

PAPER LAID
REPORT ON THE NYANDARUA COUNTY FINANCE BILL, 2020
Speaker: Yes, Member for Kanjuiri-Range and Chairperson, Finance and Economic

Development Committee, Hon. Suleiman Kimani Kihika.

Hon. Suleiman Kimani: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | rise to table the report of
the Finance and Economic Development Committee on the Nyandarua County Finance
Bill, 2020. I table it with the clerk-at-the-table.
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Speaker: Very well, that report of the Committee on Finance and Economic
Development on the Nyandarua County Finance Bill, 2020 is duly tabled and the House
Business Committee had given directions on how the same will be processed.

Next order.

BILL(S)
NYANDARUA COUNTY FINANCE BiLL, 2020
(Second reading)

Speaker: Yes Member for Kanjuiri Range and the Chairperson, Committee on Finance
and Economic Development, Hon. Suleiman Kihika Kimani.

Hon. Suleiman Kimani: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | wish to move the following motion:

That the Nyandarua County Finance Bill, be now read a second time.

Mr Speaker, | hope the Members are aware of what we have agreed on about the Bill.
We have the membership of the committee as indicated on page 4 of the report led by myself.

My members are aware that we did not have many changes but we have some issues
we agreed on and resolved. So, | will highlight some of them, which relate to the Bill.

It is the high time and | hope the Committee on Budget and Appropriations led by the
Chair, Hon. Gachomba, remembered that we agreed to have realistic revenue targets so that
whatever we put in the budget is what we are able to collect. The County Executive Committee
Member (CECM) for Finance and Economic Development should ensure that the projections
of revenues are achievable so that we are able to collect the amounts they submit.

Mr Speaker, when we project that we are going to collect a certain amount, we usually
budget for that. Therefore, when we don’t meet the target, it means that we slash some of the
projects meant for our wards. We are urging the CECM to have realistic targets. It would be
better if we collected more than what was projected so that we can supplement positively
instead of supplementing by reducing budgets.

That is what we agreed on and | hope we are going to follow it because when it is done,
there will be no frustrations for our members and electorates. We usually tell our people that a
certain project will be undertaken in a specific area when we are budgeting. However, when
we fall short of the projected revenue, we are forced to slash those projects, which is very
frustrating because we had already made promises to our people.

Another issue was in relation to own source revenue. If you go to page 19, Hon.
Members, you can see some of the sources. We have the percentage which we usually deduct
from contracts. They are named in the Finance Bill as three percent from the contract cost,
which I will read as it is. Mr Speaker, I think I will begin reading at the recommendations.

Mr Speaker, having scrutinized the Nyandarua County Finance Bill, 2020 and
taken into consideration the views of the members of the public and Committee
resolutions, the Committee makes the following recommendations for amendments to
the Bill:

1. An amendment to the First Schedule — ‘Permit and Licence fees for various
businesses’; ‘Muguka/Mira Vendors’ under code 551 to increase the fee to an
amount of Ksh.20,000.

Hon. Members as well as Members of my Committee, you remember what we talked
about regarding this business. We are trying to discourage those who are engaged in it by
increasing the licence fees and in essence, control the selling of muguka/miraa within the
County. That is the reason why we amended that Schedule.

2. An amendment to the Second Schedule —General fees and charges’; ‘Project
Management Fee’ under code 1065 to delete the rate ‘3% of Contract Cost’ and
insert thereof the rate ‘1-3% of contract cost depending on project scope’.

That is another change that we are seeking to be effected.
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3. The ‘Other General Charges’ in Part II of the Second Schedule — ‘Promotions’
be amended as shown in the table below.

Mr Speaker, you can see the table indicating how the fees will be paid. There are new
codes according to what the CECM observed. It was found that there are some business that
are not paying for licences and the County is losing some revenue. Therefore, there were new
charges introduced as indicated in this table and | know the Hon. Members will go through it.

Mr Speaker, according to this Finance Bill, it is evident that there were minimal changes
to what were brought last year. So, Mr Speaker, there was not much in this Finance Bill. | am
aware what we are going to pass here will be followed to the letter and especially by those who
are doing business in the County.

All the members of my committee are attending the sitting via zoom and I therefore call
upon Hon. Kenn from Karau to second the report.

Speaker: Yes, Hon. Kenn Mukira Mahianyu.

Hon. Kenn Mukira: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | second the motion brought by the
chairperson of the committee on Finance and Economic Development. | know that he has in
mind the motion that I moved this morning. We need to think about the effects of Covid-19 on
our people.

The other issue is on Muguka. It is a drug but it is also a legal business for now and we
support the committee on that.

| request the committee to consider the recommendations of this House in the next
Finance Bill and exempt the micro businesses from county levies. | also ask that they consider
the youth who face many challenges in their attempts to start businesses. In addition, there are
some businesses that are not very stable. They are seasonal and they need to look at them too.
When | talk of seasonal businesses, | am thinking of mama ambaye anauza plums. These fruits
are in season between October and December. For such businesses that we are not certain they
would be there in the coming year we agreed with the committee to consider them for
exemption from revenue next year. They are only there for one or two weeks. We need to
encourage those young men and women and people living with disability to engage in such
businesses.

| appreciate the committee for the good work and second the report.

(Question proposed)
Speaker: It seems that members are satisfied with the contents of the Bill.
(Question put and agreed to)
(The bill was read for the second time and committed
to the Committee of the Whole during the next Sitting)

I now use my discretion to reorganize business. We shall first revert to the
Supplementary Order Paper. We have another motion that is touching on the calendar in the
Main Order Paper and therefore after transacting all the businesses in the Supplementary Order
Paper, we shall go back to the Main Order Paper. Clerk, you can go directly to order number
6.

NOTICE OF MOTION
EXTENSION OF HEALTH INTERNS’ CONTRACTS

Speaker: Yes, Member for Kiriita and the Deputy Leader of Majority, Hon. Justus
Gaita Wagura.

Hon. Justus Gaita: Thank you Mr Speaker. | beg to give notice of the following
motion;
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Aware that Part Il of the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution of Kenya 2010
outlines health services as part of the devolved County Governments functions;

Further aware that article 43 of the Constitution provides for the right to the
highest attainable standard of health, which includes the right to health care services,
including reproductive health care;

Noting that the health sector in our County has been facing a myriad of
challenges key amongst them being human resource which were captured in a petition
to the County Assembly by various health workers;

Further noting that County Government through the Health Services
Department did engage various health interns on a contract basis of one year to offer
health services during the COVID-19 pandemic period until 31% March 2021;

Concerned that these health interns have played a very critical role in the health
sector by executing preventive, promotive and curative health strategies in the County
Health facilities especially during this era of Covid-19;

Further concerned that the expiry of their contracts will greatly affect service
delivery to the public at a time when the health facilities are overwhelmed by the rising
cases of COVID-19 and the emergence of new strains of COVID-19;

Now therefore, this House does resolve that,

a. The County Public Service Board does with immediate effect consider the
extension of the contracts to the health interns for a period they shall deem fit
to ensure continuity in the war against the COVID-19 pandemic and report the
action taken to the County Assembly within seven (7) days;

b. The County Secretary does, within seven (7) days, report to the County
Assembly on the steps taken by the County Public Service Board and County
Executive Committee on the matters of health interns and community health
workers; and

c. The County Executive Committee Member for Health Services does, on or
before Tuesday the 6™ day of April 2021, submit a report to the County
Assembly on the following;

I.  The status of COVID-19 infection in the County and the number of
cases per Ward and per health facility; and

ii.  The measures being taken to curb the spread of the virus in the County
and the facilities and equipment available to the residents.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir.

Speaker: That notice of motion is duly given and the House business
committee had given directions on how the same would be processed

MOTIONS
1. PROCEDURAL MOTION

Speaker: Yes, Member for Kiriita and the Deputy Leader of majority, Hon.
Justus Gaita Wagura.
Hon. Justus Gaita: Mr Speaker Sir, | beg to move the following procedural motion:
That pursuant to Standing Order 230 (Exemption of Business from the
Standing Orders), the motion that,

Aware that Part Il of the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution of Kenya
2010 outlines health services as part of the devolved County Governments
functions;
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Further aware that article 43 of the Constitution provides for the right
to the highest attainable standard of health, which includes the right to health
care services, including reproductive health care;

Noting that the health sector in our county has been facing a myriad of
challenges key amongst them the human resource which were captured in a
petition to the County Assembly by various health workers;

Further noting that County Government through the Health Services
Department did engage various health interns on a contract basis of one year to
offer health services during the COVID-19 pandemic period until 31st March
2021;

Concerned that these health interns have played a very critical role in
the health sector by executing preventive, promotive and curative health
strategies in the County Health facilities especially during this era of Covid-
19;

Further concerned that the expiry of their contracts will greatly affect
service delivery to the public at a time when the health facilities are
overwhelmed by the rising cases of COVID-19 and the emergence of new
strains of COVID-19;

Now therefore, this House does resolve that,

a. The County Public Service Board does with immediate effect consider the
extension of the contracts to the health interns for a period they shall deem fit
to ensure continuity in the war against the COVID-19 pandemic and report the
action taken to the County Assembly within seven (7) days;

b. The County Secretary does, within seven (7) days, report to the County
Assembly on the steps taken by the County Public Service Board and County
Executive Committee on the matters of health interns and community health
workers; and

c. The County Executive Committee Member for Health Services does, on or
before Tuesday the 6th day of April 2021, submit a report to the County
Assembly on the following;

i.  The status of COVID-19 infection in the County and the number of
cases per ward and per health facility; and
ii.  The measures being taken to curb the spread of the virus in the County
and the facilities and equipment available to the residents.”
be exempted from the requirements of standing order no. 48 (5) (b)
which requires that a notice of motion to be given at least one (1) day before a
Motion appears on the Order Paper.

| call Hon. Reuben Gitau to second. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir.
Speaker: Yes, the Member for Shamata, Hon. Reuben Gitau.

(Hon. Reuben Gitau bowed in secondment)
(Question proposed)
(Question put and agreed to)

Next order.

2. EXTENSION OF HEALTH INTERNS’ CONTRACTS
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Yes, the Member for Kiriita, Hon. Justus Gaita.
Hon. Justus Gaita: Thank you Mr Speaker. | beg to give notice of the following
motion:

Aware that Part 11 of the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution of Kenya 2010
outlines health services as part of the devolved County Governments functions;

Further aware that article 43 of the Constitution provides for the right to the
highest attainable standard of health, which includes the right to health care services,
including reproductive health care;

Noting that the health sector in our county has been facing a myriad of
challenges key amongst them the human resource which were captured in a petition to
the County Assembly by various health workers;

Further noting that County Government through the Health Services
Department did engage various health interns on a contract basis of one year to offer
health services during the COVID-19 pandemic period until 315 March 2021;

Concerned that these health interns have played a very critical role in the
health sector by executing preventive, promotive and curative health strategies in the
County Health facilities especially during this era of Covid-19;

Further concerned that the expiry of their contracts will greatly affect service
delivery to the public at a time when the health facilities are overwhelmed by the
rising cases of COVID-19 and the emergence of new strains of COVID-19;

Now therefore, this House does resolve that;

a. The County Public Service Board does with immediate effect consider the
extension of the contracts to the health interns for a period they shall deem fit
to ensure continuity in the war against the COVID-19 pandemic and report the
action taken to the County Assembly within seven (7) days;

b. The County Secretary does, within seven (7) days, report to the County
Assembly on the steps taken by the County Public Service Board and County
Executive Committee on the matters of health interns and community health
workers; and

c. The County Executive Committee Member for Health Services does, on or
before Tuesday the 6™ day of April 2021, submit a report to the County
Assembly on the following;

I.  Thestatus of COVID-19 infection in the County and the number of cases
per ward and per health facility; and

ii.  The measures being taken to curb the spread of the virus in the County
and the facilities and equipment available to the residents.

Mr Speaker, the motion at hand is crucial. The period contracts awarded to interns in
the Health Services Department elapses today. Some of them are in the clinical section and
others in the public health section. If these interns exit the department for the reason that their
time of internship ends today, this County will be in a crisis. In this regard, it is high time that
we, as Members came together and secured our County in matters health. Thank you, Mr
Speaker and I call Hon. Gitau Reuben to second.

Speaker: Yes, Member for Shamata, Hon. Gitau Reuben.

Hon. Gitau Reuben: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | rise in support of this very timely
motion. | appreciate the concern that has been raised for the health interns whose contracts are
ending today. We should consider that we need more health workers to assist in the on-going
vaccination process. Another concern that has been raised is on the community health workers
working in the dispensaries and health facilities on a contract basis and have not received their
payments for over nine months. | believe that under labour laws, if somebody works on a
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contract basis for more than a year or two, the County should absorb them as permanent
employees. | would request that we do not let go of these young interns just as the mover of
this motion has stated. It is high time their contracts were extended and if there is need to review
the budgetary allocations to that department, we can do so through the concerned CECM. With
those few remarks, | support. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

(Question proposed)

Speaker: Yes, Majority Leader and Member for North Kinangop, Hon. Wambugu
King’ori.

Hon. Wambugu King’ori: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | rise in support of this motion and
commend my able Deputy Majority Leader for bringing it to this Honourable House. It is
prudent to inform this House that these interns were under a one year contract and it was a
policy derived from the National Government channelled through the County Public Service
Board to the Counties. The interns in Nyandarua County have done a commendable job
especially during this pandemic. We have very few people who have been infected by this virus
in our County and it is due to the collective responsibility of the government and the Health
Services Committee in particular. They have faced more challenges towards the end of their
contracts compared to those they faced in the beginning of this pandemic that is early last year
2020 when this disease first struck.

The recommendations that have been made by the mover are very important. We should
recommend, as an Assembly, that the contract period be extended and if need be, let these
people be employed permanently. They already have experience and skills and the county
government can absorb them. We have clinical officers and nurses who are young and energetic
and it is only good that they are commended and facilitated to continue working for our people.
If you look at the number of interns we have in this contract, you’ll find that they are more than
200. The County Public Service Board (CPSB) has 667 vacancies for employment this year of
which only 79 are from the Department of Health Services. So, if we terminate these people’s
contracts, there shall be a very big short fall. For us, as an Assembly, to be seen to be working,
we should recommend that their contracts be extended.

Secondly, the Committee on Health Services should come up with a report within seven
days containing those recommendations. | believe within the seven days, they will be able to
bring a report in this House. | would also commend what the mover stated on item number (f)
where he says that they would like to know the status of Covid-19 pandemic in the County and
the number of cases per ward and health facilities. Besides, we would also like to know the
measures being taken to curb the spread of the virus in the County and the facilities and
equipment available to the residents. We would wish to know whether the ICU beds are
operational and whether dispensaries and health centres are prepared. What measures are they
taking especially in our health facilities?

However, it is also critical that we observe the protocols provided by the Ministry of
Health since I believe we are in a very critical time of the pandemic’s third wave. We pray that
God will help us that we don’t lose more people during this wave.

With that, | wish to support this motion. Thank you.

Speaker: | can confirm that there is no member in the virtual platform who has raised
their hands. With that, the mover can respond. Member for North Kinangop please proceed and
call the mover to respond instead of the Chair calling him directly because of procedural issues.

Hon. Wambugu King’ori: Thank you, Hon. Speaker. | call upon the mover to respond.

Speaker: Yes mover, the Member for Kiriita and Deputy Leader of the Majority Party,
Hon. Justus Gaita Wagura.

Hon. Justus Gaita: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | wish to thank the Hon. Members for the
support.

| understand that we only have about 16 interns in the whole County who were seconded
by the National Government. So, it is not a big number and I think if you look at the petition
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that was brought to this Assembly, it is a number we can push as a House so that they can be
employed by the County Public Service Board. By the end of the day, they will help us as a
county as we continue fighting this third wave of Covid-19.

Thank you Mr Speaker. | move.

(Question put and agreed)

Speaker: | wish to thank the Member for Kiriita most sincerely for sponsoring this
motion, which is very timely. | think immediately after this, these resolutions will be forwarded
to the department so that on or before Tuesday, the 6™ day of April 2021, they are in a position
to give us the status report on Covid-19 infections as well as the facilities and equipment
available in the County.

Further, the CPSB together with the County Secretary have seven days to report on the
issue pertaining to the interns and their contracts’ extension or what they would deem fit
regarding the contract terms of engagement and also about the community health volunteers.

| direct the Office of the Clerk to move with speed and make sure that these resolutions
are forwarded before the close of business today.

| think we are done with the Supplementary Order Paper and therefore we can revert to
the Main Order Paper.

3. ALTERATION OF THE LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR

Speaker: Yes, Member for North Kinangop and the Leader of Majority Party, Hon.
Edinald Wambugu King’ori.

Hon. Wambugu King’ori: Thank you Hon. Speaker. | beg to move the following
procedural motion:

THAT pursuant to Standing Orders 29 (3) and (4), this House does resolve to
alter its adjournment day for recess as provided in the Legislative Calendar from today
Wednesday the 31 day of March, 2021 to Wednesday 7" day of April 2021 at 2.30
p.m.

As such Mr Speaker, the House shall have a sitting on Tuesday and Wednesday next
week and thereafter break for recess. Mr Speaker, you are aware that next week there shall be
a petition on removal of members of the CASB which has statutory timelines. Mr Speaker, we
also need to pass the Finance Bill 2020 before we break for recess. We have only done the
second reading and it should go through the third reading before it becomes an act and also be
assented to by H.E the Governor.

Though we have already passed and adopted the legislative calendar in this House, it is
still the prerogative of this House to alter it from time to time as we have done.

I urge this House to support this motion so that we can move forward for the sake of
prosperity of the people of Nyandarua County.

| call upon Hon. Wairimu Njane who is also a member of the House Business
Committee to second.

Speaker: Yes, Member for Charagita and a member of the House Business Committee,
Hon. Catherine Wairimu Njane.

Hon. Wairimu Njane: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | second.

(Question proposed)
(Question put and agreed to)
Speaker: The motion is taken. There is a justification for the same and with that the
legislative calendar has been altered and we can proceed.

ADJOURNMENT
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Speaker: Hon. Members, pursuant to the just adopted motion and the business of this
sitting having been exhausted, this House will now stand adjourned to Tuesday 6™ April 2021
at 9.30 a.m.
(The House rose at 3.35 p.m.)
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