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REPUBLIC OF KENYA

NYANDARUA COUNTY ASSEMBLY

3RP ASSEMBLY — 15T SESSION

OFFICIAL REPORT

Wednesday 9" November 2022
The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber at 2.30 p.m.
(Temporary Speaker, Hon. Paul Ngeche, in the Chair)
PRAYER
QUORUM CALL AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SITTING
The Clerk-at-the-Table confirmed that there was no quorum)

Speaker: Very well, the House not being quorate, the bell shall be rung pursuant to
Standing Order No. 35 for the next 10 minutes or for such time within the next 10 minutes, that
quorum shall have been achieved.

(The bell rang for 3 minutes and quorum was achieved as was confirmed by the Clerk-at-
the-Table)

Quorum having been recognized; we can now proceed with the business for today, Wednesday 9"
November, 2022 at 2.30 p.m.
First Order.
PAPERS

Speaker: Yes, Leader of the Majority Party and Member for Kaimbaga, Hon. Mwangi Nyaga.

| can see that The Leader of the Minority Party and member for Engineer, Hon. Mwangi
Gichuki standing in for the Leader of the Majority Party. Proceed Hon. Mwangi Gichuki.

Hon. Mwangi Gichuki: Mr Speaker sir, on behalf of the Leader of the Majority Party, | beg
to lay the following papers on the Table:-

1. NYANDARUA COUNTY BURSARY FUND FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE QUARTER ENDED
SEPTEMBER 30, 2022
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2. NYANDARUA COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS (STATE AND PUBLIC
OFFICERS) CAR LOAN AND MORTGAGE SCHEME FUND ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2022

3. COUNTY REVENUE FUND QUARTERLY REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE
PERIOD ENDED SEPTEMBER 2022

Speaker: Very well. The papers are duly tabled. Pursuant to Standing Order No. 200 (5) |
refer the Nyandarua County Bursary Fund Financial Report for the Quarter Ended September 30,
2022 to the Committee on Education, Children, Gender Affairs, Culture and Social Services.

Vice Chairperson of the committee, Hon. Patience Manga, how long do you require to bring
a report on the same?

Hon. Patience Manga: Mr Speaker, twenty-one days are enough.

Speaker: That is well noted. I, pursuant to standing order 197 (2), refer the Nyandarua
County Executive Committee Members (State and Public Officers) Car Loan and Mortgage
Scheme Fund Annual Report and Financial Statements for the Quarter Ended September 30, 2022
to the Special Funds Accounts Committee.

Hon. Thinji Kiriga, how long do you require to bring a report on the same?

Hon. Thinji Kiriga: Mr Speaker, | require twenty-eight days.

Speaker: That is noted. Pursuant to standing order 200 (5), I refer the County Revenue Fund
Quarterly Report and Financial Statements for the Period Ended September 2022 to the
Committee on Finance and Economic Planning and ICT. | also urge the Budget and
Appropriations Committee to take consideration of the content of the report when scrutinizing the
Supplementary Budget Estimates for FY 2022/2023.

Vice Chairperson of the Committee, Hon. Benson Kiarie, how much time do you require to
table a report in response?

Hon. Benson Kiarie: Mr Speaker, we require twenty-one working days.

Speaker: Bring a report in twenty-one working days. Next order.

STATEMENT(S)

ROAD CLOSURE BY MACHINERY LIMITED SCHEME BETWEEN OLBOLOSSAT SCHEME AND KIRIMA
SCHEME

(Hon. Joyce Munyua intervened on behalf of Hon. Reuben Gitau)

Mr Speaker, Sir, | hereby seek a statement from the Chairperson, Committee on Lands,
Physical Planning and Urban Development on road closure by Machinery Limited Scheme
between Ol Bolossat Scheme and Kirima Scheme addressing the following concerns:

Aware that the Chapter 5 of the Constitution of Kenya states that all land in Kenya belongs
to the people of Kenya collectively as a nation, as communities and as individuals with the National
Land Commission advice the National Government on a comprehensive programme for the
registration of land titles throughout Kenya in cooperation with County Physical and Land Use
Planning Consultative Forum established under the Physical and Land Use Planning Act No 13 of
2019;
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Further aware that the County Physical and Land Use Planning Consultative Forum for
each County has the mandate to promote effective coordination and integration of physical, land
use development and sector planning;

Appreciating that the planning, use, regulation and development of county roads is under
the ambit of the Physical and Land Use Planning Act, 2019;

Noting that Nyandarua County has an expansive road network comprising of access and
feeder roads with several legal documents and survey plans indicating specific measurements in
width in every category of roads;

Further noting that there exists a land dispute on the closure of a road by Machinery Limited
Scheme between OlI’Bolossat Settlement Scheme and Kirima Settlement Scheme on Land Parcels
numbers Nyahururu/OlI’Bolosat/1 vs. 681, 4351, 533, 390, 371, 6911 and 700;

Concerned that despite numerous letters to Nyandarua Land Registrar at Nyahururu by the
by the Chief Officer- Lands, Housing and Physical Planning, County Commissioner and Deputy
County Commissioner, the Land Registrar has either ignored or failed to act on the dispute;

Further concerned that the delay in resolving the dispute has perpetuated inconveniences
and suffering amongst the residents of the two schemes;

Arising from the foregoing, | seek that the Chairperson of the Committee on Lands,
Physical Planning and Urban Development provides the following information;

I Whether the Department of Lands, Physical planning and Urban
Development can assist the public to access the road until the road dispute
is solved;

ii. The Department of Lands, Physical planning and Urban Development
provides a report on the steps taken to address the dispute, and information
on why there exists an access road on the land map yet there is no physical
access road; and

iii. A report on the progress made in relocating Nyandarua Lands Registry from
Nyahururu to OI’Kalou and the working relationship between the County
Government of Nyandarua and the Lands Registry/Registrar.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir.

Speaker: The statement is duly sought. Any comments? Yes, Hon. Muhindi Kariuki.

Hon. Muhindi Kariuki: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | thank the Member for Shamata for
bringing the statement, which has been ably sought by Hon. Joyce Munyua. I hope that the House
leadership, too, will take up the matter.

This is the millionth time we are raising an issue about the Land Registrar who operates in
Nyahururu. This is a problem that needs to end. It is a political problem that we have to resolve
very quickly.

As members of the UDA Party, who comprise the majority in the House, we were elected to serve
the people, and one of the persons that should be home by now is the said Land Registrar. This
person has destroyed every good thing about all lands’ offices in this County.

Mr Speaker, we urge that even as the Chairperson gives timelines to respond to this
statement, he not to ask for so much time. It should not be even a week. We have people travelling
for so many kilometres because that road has been closed.

The Chief Officer, the County Commissioner and the Deputy County Commissioner have
all written to the Lands’ Registrar. He has become a god in his opinion. | urge the Committee to
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investigate this urgently. As a House we also need to resolve this politically. We should say that
this person is not acceptable to the people of Nyandarua. Hon. Kung’u and Hon. Kassana are
friends of the president and they can call him and tell him how urgent this matter is so that when
they shall be accompanied by the Chairperson of the Committee on Lands, Physical Planning and
Urban Development, the Member from Kanjuiri Ridge, then we can have this matter sorted.

Mr Speaker | am only emphasizing that the Lands’ Registrar is causing havoc in the County
and this matter needs to be dealt with urgently.

Speaker: Hon. Kamwana.

Hon. Waruiru Kamwana: Thank you Mr Speaker Sir for granting me a chance to say
something this afternoon. Our tablets are not working and there is something | wanted to look at
so that | can add to what | intend to say.

Hon. Muhindi has spoken about our land registry being in another County. | fail to
understand why a County that is regarded as marginalized, Laikipia, has for a very long time be
where Nyandarua tasks are undertaken. We thought we were a leading County but since the decree
that was made in 1982, which curved Nyahururu town from Nyandarua to Laikipia County,
Nyandarua has never been regarded highly. In matters to do with revenue, whenever Nyandarua
has something to take to Laikipia they receive happily but whenever it comes to getting revenue
from them it becomes difficult.

| do not understand why, ten years into devolution we still have the lands registry in
Nyahururu. It should come to this County now that we have a well-equipped facility in the County
headquarters. Though some of these matters are with the National Government, | think it is the
high time we have the registry here so that we can handle lands issues effectively.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Speaker: Chairperson of the Committee on Lands, Physical Planning and Urban
Development and the Member for Kanjuiri Ridge Hon. Thuo Gachino, how long will you take to
respond to this statement?

Hon. Thuo Gachino: Thank you Mr Speaker, as the Chairperson of the Committee on
Lands, Physical Planning and Urban Development | ask for 14 days. This is a very serious matter
and it needs to be handled as such. We shall try to transfer the registry from Nyahururu to Ol’Kalou
among other things requested in the statement.

Speaker: | think is up to the committee. Issues of lands are emotive and the citizens of
Nyandarua are suffering silently because of this registry. Let us act swiftly so that we can save that
situation.

Next order.

2. STATUS OF COUNTY STAFF SENT ON LEAVE

Speaker: Very well, Hon. Edinald Wambugu King’ori, the Chairperson of the Committee
on Public Service, Administration and Devolution.

(Hon. Zachary Njeru rose on his feet)

Hon. Zachary, are you standing in for the Member?

Hon. Zachary Njeru: | rise on behalf of the Chairperson of the Committee on Public
Service, Administration and Devolution, the Member for North Kinangop Hon. Edinald King’ori.

Speaker: Proceed.
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Hon. Zachary Njeru: Mr Speaker, | seek leave for a further 14 days so that we can present
a comprehensive statement. The committee had several businesses running simultaneously with
this business and there was a change of guard within the said department. The officers are in place
now and within fourteen days we shall be able to bring a comprehensive statement.

Speaker: Before | grant the leave, Hon. Rimui Kaiyani the seeker of the statement, do you
have something to say?

Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: Thank you Mr Speaker, | am hesitant to agree that the leave
be granted. This is a weighty matter. This demonstrates lack of goodwill in delivery of government
services. It also shows lack of seriousness by the Committee in responding to this statement.
Yesterday we had a heated debate regarding use of public funds which needed to be explained.
This matter is better explained by the chief officer who was there during that government. Delay
in responding to this statement will also affect information in another statement I had sought whose
response is supposed to come in the next five days.

I am challenged and left with nothing but to ask your office to ensure that this matter is
expedited so that this statement moves in tandem with a corresponding statement. The expenditure
that is emerging with the machineries we saw yesterday was supposed to be explained by the chief
officers who are now on leave. In their absence we shall be circuitous and we shall not conclude
this matter. | therefore urge the Chair, despite his state now, that once he comes back to himself...
A committee does not only have the Chair, it also has a Vice Chairperson and if the Chair is unwell,
the Vice Chairperson should take over and ensure that this statement is delivered. I’'m painfully
taking my seat but begging that this is expedited.

(Hon. Isaac Kung’u rose on a point of information)

Speaker: Member for Wanjohi, Hon. Isaac Kung’u, to whom is the information going?

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: The information is to Hon. (Eng.) Kaiyani.

Speaker: Do you require the information Member for Githabai?

Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: Yes.

Speaker: Proceed Member for Wanjohi.

Hon. Isaac Kung’u: | have noted with a lot of concern and maybe | was expecting Hon.
Member for Nyakio to tell us whether it is the Committee that has not finished the business of
compiling the report or whether they have not received information from the County Executive.
We want to know where things are stuck.

I have noted with a lot of concern that the statements that were first sought, that is, the one
| did and the second statement that was done by Hon. Kaiyani are circulating in the air and they
are very vital because they are touching on very serious matters. One of the statements got to do
with the taskforce and another one is to do with the Chief Officers. | think there is a selective way
the County Executive is responding to these statements. Some of these statements seem not to take
a lot of weight and maybe it is a trick. There are some sinister motives maybe to manage some
kind of politics. So, I think they should be given seven days and not 14 days.

Speaker: Very well. | think Members, that is why | have invoked my discretion so that we
empower our committees. The powers of a committee are equivalent to the powers of a High Court.
Taking into cognizance of that fact, Member for Nyakio, Hon. Zachary Njeru, maybe you may
want to react. It is not pre-empting the preliminary report but on some of those issues, how far
have you gone as a committee?
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Hon. Zachary Njeru: Without digressing on the same, | was very explicit indicating that
we had a series of businesses to consider bearing in mind that we had the approval hearing. We
want to respond to this statement with precision. That is why, to be fair enough, asking for 14 days,
is not asking for too much. What | would like to notify Member for Githabai and my good
neighbour, Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani, that the Chair is not around. Equally, the Vice Chair is not
in and as member of that committee, I’'m standing in on their behalf. I promise, because I know
the extent of the statement, within 14 days, what we will report here will be comprehensive.

Speaker: Very well.

(Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani rose)

What is it Member for Githabai, Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani?

Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: | am up standing again in reaction to the Member of the said
Committee. I’'m left wondering whether the Committee is defunct. The Chair and the Vice Chair
are not available.

Speaker: Order Member for Githabai!

Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: Can | finish Mr Speaker?

Speaker: You may need to take another direction. Proceed.

Hon. (Eng.) Rimui Kaiyani: Sure, but we need directions as to whether in absence of the
Chair and the Vice Chair, does it mean that the Committee cannot function? If it can, it should
seize the opportunity. | find it a little bit ridiculous, Mr Speaker, with a lot of respect that this
statement was sought about three weeks ago and further to that another 14 days are being sought.
I would urge the Liaison Committee, which plays oversight on all other committees to look into
this non-responsiveness of committees in executing their mandates. If the Committee does not
have the capacity, it should be reconstituted so that we can have serious Members in that
Committee.

Without belabouring the point, as Hon. Kung’u said, let us not be taken in circles. If the
information is not available or we are being managed politically so that new Chief Officers can
come in to answer questions they may not be aware of, it is wrong. It is beneficial to ask those that
are in the office for the next about six weeks to explain things they did while in office. Otherwise,
it will be defeatist and cowardly to say the least.

Speaker: Before | come to you Hon. Zachary Njeru, I think that issue has been deliberated
on. Member for Githabai, we need to give them the benefit of doubt now that we are in learning
process. As well, | understand that sometimes back we had facilitated the said committee to
compile a report but they were from the vetting exercise. The said Chair and Vice Chair are in
business relating to a matter of that Committee. So, what I can say on this is that the Office of the
Speaker will continue to facilitate the said Committee. The Committee should, within 14 days,
provide a comprehensive report. We will keep them on check.

Next order.

(Hon. Zachary Njeru rose)

What is it Member for Nyakio?

Hon. Zachary Njeru: Because you have ruled on the matter, I don’t want to revisit it. |
just wanted to inform the House because the said Member had alluded that the Committee is not
in a position to respond to the said concerns. This is one of the most vibrant Committees bearing
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in mind that during our first assignment, we were not only able to do what the Constitution requires
us to do but we were able to identify the policy gaps and be in a position to advise this House
together with the County Executive in regard to the approval hearing that we held.

Pertaining the availability of the Chair and the Vice Chair, they are somewhere in an
official business bearing in mind that the Membership is shared between the Committee on
Finance, Economic Planning and ICT and the Committee on Public Service, Administration and
Devolution. That is why I’m here standing in for the Chair. We even held a meeting and therefore,
the Committee is well-placed and versed. We just want to respond and get issues with clarity so
that when we respond to the seeker of the statement, he will be 100% convinced that that is what
we want to know from the Committee.

Speaker: No doubt. You have a very good Committee so it should be able to come with a
comprehensive report as you have indicated. So, the leave of 14 days is granted.

Next order.

ADJOURNMENT

Speaker: Very well. Having exhausted the business for today, this House stands adjourned
to 15" day of November, 2022 at 9.30 a.m.

(The House rose at 3.10 p.m.)
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